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and riik at every moment a conflagnitiol1 of
the edifi:-:e of Ollr liberties; and they " fay,

~'Are we not in ~!)art?" Such is the go..

vernment under which we live. They lhut
up a mag2Zine, containing an extract of every

human evil, in the fmallell: compafs, and then
prefent it to us as an advantage. If at fame
future time Pandora's box be unclofed, then,

and not till then, they will know, that what

they pa.1fed for an odorifetous perfume, is in
reality the moll: deadly poifon.

One obfervation more upon lord Gren

ville's bill, and it lhall then, for the prefent,
be difmiITed. Under both branches of the

bill. "fpeaking," "expreffing, publilhing, ut
H tering~ or declaring any words, fentences, or
cc other thing or things," make a part of the

defcription of the offence hereby created. In
the firft daufe indeed it is under!tood that

minifters, in their extreme benignity, intended
to withdraw fpeaking from the enumerations

of the bill; and I am no longer to be liable,
for faying in the courfe of a cafual converfation
by my ovm fire-fide, that, "in the ab!tract,
~, I like a republican government better

" than monarchy," to be Ranged, drawn, and

quartered. I am only, firll:, to be pilloried, and
a:terwards
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afterwards tranfported to Botany Bay. c, The
"' tender mercies of the wicked" are inftruc
tive. N or is it lefs dfential to the rightly
underftanding thefe bills, that we {hould
confider them as they oribinally ftood, than as
they may be iubfequently altered.

It is not eafy to pronounce whether this
c1aufl::, I mean the daufe fubjecting a man,
for all manner of fpeaking, to imprifonment
and tranfportation, is to be confidered as more
or lees atrocious than the daufes reftraining

•

the liberty of the prefs. In one refpeet it is
worfe. It extends to every man, and no man
can pretend fuccefsfully to guard himfelf
againft its fanctions. But in other refpects
it is lefs iniquitous. I t is impoflible to be
carried into general execution. It does not
reach fo high, or wound fa effeCtually. Com
mon converfation indeed may, at firfi: fight,
appear to be more emphatically the general
intereft and concern of mankind. But per
haps, upon farther 'tonfideration, we {hall
retrad. that opinion. It is not upon common
converfation, but upon fcience and the art of
writing, that all that is dignified, all that is
ennobling, all that is exquifite and admirable
jn human nature, depends. Brutes have a

'fort

•
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fort of common converfation; and, if we had
nothing higher to depend upon for our wel

fare but common converfation, we !hould
fpeedily degenerate into a fpecies of brutes.

Having thus endeavoured to guard againfl:

the laying too much firefs upon this prohibi:
tory c1aufe, :lgainft fpeaking: or rather having
endeavoured to !he\v, that it is not the worfl:
of the oVeTjights cf lord Grenville's bill, let

us attend a little difiinct1y to its operation.

It might mofi properli be termed, a c1aufe
for· creating a national militia of fjJies and in
formers; Henceforward it will be idle to fup

pofe, that any ffian (efpecially any man who
is unacceptable to his n:ajefiy's minifre~) is
fafe. He may be un.alterably determined
againft every (LJecies of confpiracy or political
confultation. He may throwaway his ink

and his pens, and ddtrmine never to commit
another ·word to paper. He may refolve
never, upeD any account, to fell, give, or lend
any book, p~per or \Hiring. The1e are no
trirling precautions; thefe are precautions that

ought, in all rea1on, to indemnify a man
Ilgainft the pell.11 }1l"oviIions of a political aCt
of parb~ent. He may go farther than this;
he m2Y d~ tcm-..;ne never mere to open his

~ mQutll
.)



( 49 )

mouth upon any political topic, direct or in.
dirett. He may confine himfelf to direttions
to his fervants, and counting the clock. Nay,
if that !hall not be thought refining too idly,

he may enter into a vow not to utter any ar.

ticulate foun~ ; yet he is not fafe. If he fpeak~

his words may be diil:orted; and, if he be
filent, he may be proved, by legal evidence.

to have damned the king, and may be fent
to Botany Bay.

Againil: this 1aft fuppofition perhaps it
may be alleged, " that the defea of lord
" Grenville's bill, is a defea that it po1fefies

ce in common with every penal Act of Parlia

"ment. Any innocent man may be proved
" by legal evidence, to be guilty of any crime,

. f' and may be puni!hed accordingly." But
no: lord Grenville's bill is not upon a level

•

with every penal ACt of Parliament. It is not

eafy to prove any man guilty of any crime;
,

and exculpatory circumftanccs, ofvarious kinds,
and of the moil: fatisfactory nature, may be
collected, to refute a calumniatory accufation.
But fpeaking is a crime that requires no inge
nuity to invent, and no contrivance to fupport;

"nd it is a crime [Good God! fpeaking in any
• •

H manner
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manner, a crime!; the moil: difficult of aU- ,

pthers to be difproved.

It will perhaps be thought too trite, ii
we were to dwell, in this place, upon the ill
,:onfequences to refult trom inilituting a na
tiona~ militia of (pies and informers. \Vhat

•
kind of a man is a fpy? He is a man that in-

finuates himtdf inta your confidence in order

to betray you. He pretends to be uncom

monly vehement and intemperate, that h.:
may excite you to be the fame. He watches
your unguarded moments, he plies you with

wine, that he may excite you to fpeak with

out reftraint. He u,ndertakes to remember

words, and he has an invincible -bias upon his

snind, inducing him to connrue thellJ in a

particular way, and in1enfibly to change them

for w,?rds more definite and injurious. Hi$

very inc0111c depends upon the frequency of

his tales, ~nd he is paid in proportion as th~

tales that he brings, whet:Jer true or falfe,

;end to the deilruCtion of the per[o;.)s to whor"l
they relate.

Miferable beyond cmnpa(e muil: be tht;

[tate of that country, wuere fuch men as this

are to be found in every town, in every ftreet

~ ev,ery village, and i.) every houfe. "Evil
• •

.. commUnIl;:at1.0n.
. ..

,
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" cominunidltions corrupt good manners.;; It:"
is impoffible that I {bould continually afToci';'

ate with knaves, without lofing [omething ot

the unfullied luftre of my virtue. Two vir
tues are moil: important in civil 'foeiety;

franknefs, that I fhould praCtiCe no duplicity,
that I {bould play no part under a maflt; and

mutual truft and confidenc~. Now, what
confidence c<1n there be, when tn~h ate {ur

rounded with fpies and informers? When;

from the frequency of the phenomenon; I am
unable certainly to tell, whether my friend or

my brother be not a man, whofe trade is ac

cufation, and who wit! one day caufe me to be
be tranfported or hanged? Iri a CQUhtry where

the exiftence of fpies and informers is frequent~

the whole nation muft, of ne~effity, be made

up of two clafTes of hypocrites: hypocrites;
who hold out a falfe appearance; the better

to enfnare: and hypocrites, who hold out a
falfe appearance; that they may not be en

[oared•
. So much; for the prefent, for lotd Gren

ville's bill.
. We will now proceed td the confideratiori

of Mr. Pitt's bill. Lord Grenville's bill is

.probably the moft atrocious, becaufe writing
H ,. and



!:lJd the publication of fcience, are probablys

of all imaginable thing~~ the m'Oft e1ferrtial ta
the welfare of mankind.

Mr. Pitt's bill however is of no trivial

importance;. It is, as we have already [aid,

a direCl ~mack upon the moft efiential pro

viuon of the Bill of Rights, the provifion,.

that authorizes ,the inhabitants of Great Bri

tain, to confult refpeCting their grievances,
and to demand reetefs.

This is, in many refpects, like moft of the
fundamental topics of government as they re
late to a great nation, a fubjeCl: of extreme de

licacy. For men to airemble in confiderable
n~mbers, particularly with a view to the re

formation of a[)1J(es,is perilous, and may lead

to violence. To prohibit them from afkm
bling, may k.ld'to the fame thing in a worfe
form: The )o'J;~r difcontents are pent up

and concealed, the more furioully they may
be exr;,:cred to break 'out at Jail:. The Bill of

R' I h ~, d I' , , 1" 1. Ig.J ts 15 101 ~'e' tillS a:'illgrna In po thea

fcience, 10 far as relates to the people of Great
Brirain, and has authorizd the people to meet,

of' coude espeCting· from government a vi

gilant attention' to their fubfequent proceed
ings.

The



,

( S~ )

. The hrft ftrong meafu~e that \VaS .taken,
reftraining, within narrower limits than thore of
the Bill of Rights, the right of the inhabitants
of this country to a1femble, was the aCt of r
George the Firft, cap. v. cOO1monly called the
Riot Act. That aCt has been thought by fome
of the heft judges and ftatefmen who have ex
Hied fince that period, to be the capital hIe:.

milR of the Englith ftatute book. It was the
fifth public act of the firft year of George the
Firft.; and the period at which it was made, is
to he confidered as perfectly unique. The
king landed from Hanover on the 18th of ,
September; and his predeceifor, queen Anne,
died on the firft of Auguft preceding. At the
moment of her death it was a matter of com
plete uncertainty., whether the fon of king
James the Second, or the elector of Hanover,
would be her fuccetror. Men's minds were
Qivided betweer. the two claimants; and it is
eommonly fuppofed that the majority of the
ilation was in favour of the reprefentative of
the houfe of Stuart. At this period the Riot
ACt was paffed. when king George was not
yet warm in his throne, when it was uncer
tain how long he would remain the acknow...

ledged fovereign of Great Britain, and 'Nhen a
rebellion
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rebellion was already fermenting in die king.
dom, which broke out a few months after~

The exprefs and avowed purpoie of this law
was to CouDteratl: the alarming {firit of difaf.
fc:-Clion; hut it unfortunately bappened that the
proper cIaufe fer declaring the act to be tern':'
porary was on:itted, and it foHowed in this, as
ill other rr.emorable in fiances, that an act,

•

made to provide againft a tranfitory erner";

gency, has bt.en, in a blind and indireCt way,

placed in perpetuity UpO:l the itatute books.
Mr. Pitt's bill however goes infin~tely farther
than the Riot Ad. I il1all only in£ft upon a
few lc:ading particulars and not go into the

tune detail refpeCting it, that I have. done re
EpeCling lord Grenviiie's bill.

The moil ftriking provifion of Mr. Pitt's
bill, relates to the necetlity under which every
perfon is placed, of directly fummoning a
magiftrate to attend the meetit;g which he has

called together; and to the powers to be ex~

ercifed by that magiftrate. when prefent.
The magiftrate is empcwered to fi!ence any

fpeaker in any part of his [peech. and to dif..

perfe the meeting in any fiep of its proceed
ings. He is to employ his own judgment
:md difcretion, as to whether that part of the

fpeecb
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fpeech, or fiep of the l'roceedings,is in any way
dangerous or unauthorized, and every per
fan, who is purpofely, or cafually prefent at the
meeting, is required, under heavy penalties, to
yield him implicit and inftant obedience, and

repair to his own home at the word of com

mand.
It is improbabl~ that a greater infult was

ever put upon any thing appearing in human

form, than is contained in thefe enaCtments:
Was ever an authority created more defpotic,

more dif&raceful, and that it was lefs praCtica
ble to endure? Better, much better, and in
finitely more manly, would it have been, to

tally to have prohibited all meetings out of the
prdinary courfe, than thus impudently to have

~xhibited the mockcfY of permitting them.
What fort of materials mull that man be

made of, who will refort to any meeting under
fUl:h refiriBions? It is impoffible to conceive

that any perfon upon refleCtion wjJ), after the
pailing of this bill, refc)rt to any meeting of a
political nature, unleIs it be one of thofe por
\entous meetings, of which we have fome

times heard, where men come together wita
the re{olution to "fucceed or die.",
·W~o will an[wl;r for himfelf that, in the act

, ,. 2 of
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of(peaking.he 1hall confent to ceafe.at the mo..
ment the auCtioneering magiftrate 1hall give the
figna! with his hammer? Who will anfwcr for
himfe1f that. though not fpeaking, his thoughts
fhall be under fuch fevere difcipline, as to

. leave him in readinefs to depart the inftant he
is bid to do fo? Who will anfwer for himfelf
that the follv. the mifconftruction or the ma-

o

lice ofthis infoknt magiO:rate [even magifl:rates
have been known to be infolent] {hall not ex
cite in him the fmalleO: indignation? No ftate
of a human being can be devifed more ilavi1h,
than where he is told, that he muil not expo[..
tulate ; he muil: not anfwer ; the mailer claps a
padlock upon his lips and he muil be filent; he
muO: not have an opinion of his own. Even
fuppofing a man to be imbued in the higheft
degree with the pri~iples of paffive obedi,
ence. if the whole affembly be not fo drilled
as to obey the word of command, he may be
hemmed in, in fpite of his efforts, and commit

ted for trial, or iliot by the military.
Let us pafs from the enactment of the bill.

in this refpett, to the penalty by which it is to.
be inforce4- Three days' imprifonment would

• •
be too great a punithment in this cafe, and
would be altogether intolerable ~ a map of a

lofty
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lofty and independent fpirit. What then ffiuft
be the feelings of any man imbued with the
principles of morality or humanity, when h~

finds that the penalty, as fiated by :Mr. Pitt in
opening the nature of the bill, is that of felony
without benefit of clergy? What fort of hearts
are thefe men endued with? What fort of un
derftandings? rhey fcatter about pl1oi£hments
upon every occafion, and the puni£hment of
the l1ighteft offence is death. They know
no principles of comparifon, they are dead to
every feeling of the heart, they pronounce with
total indifFerence the puni£hment of death
upon multitudes yet unborn; In the fpitit of
king Richard in the play, <t I will not dine,
H until his head be brought me!"

Well may thefe men be the enemies of fci
ence, well may they declare every philofopher
who inveftigates the nature of man or fociety
fubjea to the pains of high treafon; well may
they emulate the irruptions of the Goths and
Vandals, who fpread barbariftn and intellec.,.
tual darknefs over the ,,,hole face of the earth!
They know no touch of civilization; they
were never humanized by fcience or art; they
come forth in all the pride of ignorance; laugh
at the fcruples of human kindnefs, and tram":

I pIe

•
"

•
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pIe upon all the barriers by which civil fociety
can alone ::e p~efen·ed.

Having commented upon the principal
branch of Mr. Pitt's bill, it feems as unne.
ce[[arv as it would be oJious, to follow him

•

throuzh all its detail. I will not attend him
~.

through all his fplittings and diftinctions, of
fixpences to be paid at the door, or tickets to
be de1i·...ered or a1ewn ; of the number of per
10ns that may be pre1ent in any aile houfe
without a licence; or the dauies and riders by
which he will perhaps hereafter endeavour to
{ave card-clubs and ladies' routes from the ge
neral devattation. It would, no doubt, be ill
il:rut1ive to punue him through all thefe la
byrinths j it would detect his fterility, and un
cover his nakedne[~. But this office will be
performed by !kilful hands; and it is nece1Tary
to the purpoie of there pages, that the argu
ment they contain £hould be comprdled and
frr:l':n·-y

1~J. v.

\'ie h;1"-= now gone through, as far as feems
to be neccuary upon the prefent occafion, the
diru:.1 confjJeration of the two bills. There
is howe\'er one hi110rical confideration, to
which it is material to turn our attention, be
fer:: ',,':.:: ;:-fcce:d to fum up the dii'ierent parts of

the

- " .-- .... -
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the argument. Lord Grenville, in opening
the nature of his biil in the houfe oflords, ob
ferved, thlt it was founded in the precedents

,

of other times, and therefore could not be re-
garded as an innovation. The precedents to
which he referred, were from the reign of
queen Elizabeth and of king Charles the Se..
condo In this il:atement he was, no doubt, for
the moil: part well founded. The bill he in
troduced is, in fcveral important refped:s, a
tran(cript of a temporary ad: of 13 Elizabeth,
and I3 Charles the Second.

In referring us to thefe prece4ents, lord
Grenville is to be regarded as the vehicle of
an important infiru8:ion. When the meafures
of the prefent day are borrowed from former
times, it is one of our indifpenfible duties, to
look to thofe times, and confider the fpirit in
which the meafures originated.

One of the firil: confiderations that fuggeil:s
itfe1f refpetting the precedents of lord Gr.:.:n
ville is, that they are drawn from times an
terior to the revolution. They are not there
fore fuperior to all fufpicion. It was once
the mode to talk of" the Englilh confiitution
" as fettled by the glorious revolution." Whe
ther it be the pUt·pofe of lord Grenville and

I 2 Mr.
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~Ir. Pitt to cure us of this antiquated preju-
dice, time will effetlually !hew. I remem
ber to have heard lord chief baron Mllcdon-

-
aId, then attorney-general, upon the trial of

Thomas Paine, obferve, " that our gla
ce rious and incomparable conftitution exitled
cc from the earlieft accounts of time, a:1d
co was recognized by Julius Crefar." But
othtr men, better informed, or more modeft
than lord chief baron Macdonald, will pro
bably acknowledge, that England, like the
other countries of Europe, was, at a period
greatly fubfequent to Julius Crefar, (ubject to
the feudal tyranny; that all thefe countries
about the {arne ~ime endeavoured to {hake off
the yoke; that the ftruggles of fome were
more fuccefsful than of others; and that it
'W<iS not till after frequent viciffitudes of
anarchy aDd oppreili.on, that England ac

quired her" conftitution as fettled at the glo
'c rious -re,-olution."

-' Let us conticler the fpirit of the times of
-queen Elizabeth ;;nJ king Charles the Second.

_ :The liberty of the commons of England· began
.to atlume fome faint appearance of a definite

-form, about the time of king Edward the Firft.
The progrefs, though {mall, was neverthelefs

progrefs,
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progrefs, nearly down to the clofe of the fif
teenth century. The improvements indeed
were flight, they were attended with ftrong
contradid:ions and fymptoms of defpotifm,
fuch as will for ever be incident to a barbatous
age; but frill they accumulated. The bloody
contentions however of the houfes of Lan
cafier and York, feemed to have defrroved

•
the moft valuable principles and inftitutions of
a regular fociety. Henry the Seventh was def
potic; Henry the Eighth was [till more fo. The
very name of liberty feemed to be forgotten;
and the only conte[ts that are of import
ance in our hiftory, were upon the [ubject of
religion. and were produced by the reforma
tion. With the puritans commenced the re
viv:lI of ideas of li13erty. They oppoCed the
defpotifm of the eftabliilied church; civilli
berty " lay immediately in their path, and
" they found it." The fir[t regular oppofi
tion in parliament under the houCe of Tudor~
appeared in the reign of queen Elizabeth. It
will be a matter both of curiofity and import
ance, to recur to Hume's account of the
feffion of parliament in which that bill was
drawn, which lord Grenville has attempted to

revive upon the prefent occafion.

"A

• •
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c' A new parliament, after five years in..
fC ten-aI, was affembled at Weftminfter. We
" thall be fomewhat particular in relating the
" tranfaCtions of this [effion, becaufe they
<c thew, as well the extent of the royal
CC' power during that age, as the character of
fC Elizabeth, and the genius of her govern
cc ment. It will be curious alfo to oMerve,
fC the faint dawn of the fpirit of liberty among
cc the Engliili, the jealoufy with which that
fC fpirit was repreffed by the fovereign, the
cc imperious conduCt which was maintained
C"C in oppofition to it, and the eafe with which
fC it was fubdued by this arbitrary princcis:'
Vol, V. ch. xl. page 173.

cc A motion made by Robert Bell, a pu..
fC ritan, againil: an excIufive patent granted
cc to a company of merchants in Briftol, gave
ee occa1ion to feveral remarkable incidents.
U Sir Humphrey Gilbert, the gallant and re
Ce nowned fea-adventurer, endeavoured to
" prove the motion made by Bell to be a
cc vain device, and perilous to be treated of;
fC fince it tended to the derogation of the pre
cc rogative imperial, which whoever Ihould
c. attempt, fo much as in fancy, could not, he
.. [aid, be otherwife accounted than an open

" enemy.



CI enemy. For what difference is there be..
" tween faying that the queen is not to ufe
" the privilege of the crown, and faying that
" ihe is not queen? And though experience
" has ihewn fo much clemency in her ma-

•

" jefty, as might, perhaps, make fubjects
.. forget their duty, it is not good to fport or

" venture too much with princes. He re-,
" minded them of the fable of the hare, who,
" upon the proclamation that all horned beafts
" ihould depart the court, immediately fled,left
" his ears iliould be eonftrued to be horns;
" and by this apologue he feems to infinuate,
4' that even thofe who heard or permitted

" fueh dangerous fpeeches, would not them
IC (elves be entirely free from danger. He
" defired them to beware, left, if they meddled
"farther with thefe matters, the queen
" might look to her own power; and finding
CI herfelf able to fupprefs their challenged Ii
4' berty, and to erect an arbitrary authority,
" might imitate the example of Lewis the
" Eleventh of France, who, as he termed it,
CI delivered the crown from wardiliip.

" Though this fpeech gave fame difguft, no
f' bodyat the time replied any thing; but that
!' fir Humphrey miftbok the meaning of .the

I "houfe,
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"houfe, and of the member who made the
f' motion: They never had an}' other purpofe,
U than to reprerent their griev~mces, in du'e and
" feemly ferm, uP.to her majefty. But in a
,~ fubfequentdebate, Peter Vfentworth, a DJan
U of a fuperior free fpirit, called that f!,eech an
,. infult on the houfe; noted fir Humphrey's
" difpofition to flatter and fawn on the prince;
~ compared him to the cameleon, y:hich can
" change itfelf into all colours, except white ;.
,. and recommended to the houfe a due care
u of liberty of lpeech, and of the privileges of
" parli.tment. It appears, on the wl1ole, that
" the motion againft the exc1ufive patent had
,. no effeCt. Bell, the member who 6rft intro
" duced it, was fent for by the council, and
!' was feverely:eprimanded for his temerity.
"He returned to the houfe with fuch an
" amazed countenance, that all the members,

•

" wdl informed of the reafon, were ftruck
" with terror, and during fome time no one
" durft rife to fpeak of any matter of import
" anee, for fear ofgiving offence to the queen
" and the council. Even after the fears of the
C< commons wen. ",mewhat abated, the mem
" bers fpoke with extreme precaution; and by
"employing moft of their difcourfe in pre
"ambles and ~pologies, they ihewed their

" confcious
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t.e confcious terror of the rod which hung
t, over them. It is remark:~ble, that the
c, patent, \\'hich the queen defended with
., [uch imperious violence, was contrived for
" the profit of four courtiers, and was atten
" ded with the utter ruin of feven or eight
" thoufJ.l1d of her indufhious fubjects.-

" Thlis every thing which pafE"d the t,vo
" houfes was extremely refpeClful and [ub
" miHive; yet did the queen think it il'cum
H bent on her, at the conc1ufion of the {ef
U fion, to check, and that with great feve
" rity, thofe feeble efforts of liberty, which
" had appeared in the motions and fpeeches
" of fome members. The lord keeper told
" the commons, in her majeity's name, that,
" though the 1Y!ajority of the lower houfe
" had fh ewn themfelve~ in their proceedings
" difcreet and dutifu~, yet a' few of them had
" difcovered a contrary character, and had
" juftly merited the reproach of audacious,
" arrogant, and prefumptuous: Contrary to
" their duty as fu bjeCis and parliament reen,
c, nay, contrary to the exprefs iojun&ions
" given them from the threit~e at the begin
" ning of the feilion, injunctions which it
.. might well become them better to have at
c< tended to, they had prefumed to can in.

K " queftion



( 66 )
,

II qudl:ion her majeity's grants and preroga"'
.. tives. But her majdly 'warns them, tha~

U finee they thus wilft.:lly forget themfe1ves~

" they are otherwife to be admonilhed:
" Some other fpecies of correction mufi: be
" found for them,; fince neither the com
IC mands of her majefty, nor the example of
" their wifer brethren, can reclaim their
cc audxious, arrogant, and prefumptuous folly,
Cl by ,,-hich they are thus led to meddle with
" what nowife helenc!s to them, and what lie~

~,

.. beyor:ci the comr~(s of their under1ta;;.c.-

Cl ing." P. 178, I 79, I So, I 8 I .

" [Her a,bitrary] maxims of governrr,ent
"were not kept l~crct by Eiizabeth, or
" finoathed over by :l.:1y fair appearances o~

.. Fhn~f:ble pretences. They were openly

., a\'oweJ in htr (reeches and me:Tage5 to

.. I'2,rli"ment; ::nd \':~re a.,com Dallied wit;'). ,

.;< all tL~ l1-uC1t141'ne(~ n"" ,"'''ct;t''''e'' L:.J. :l\". ........ 1. c.. J .. -'-'-', ~" .1~..) .. lJ .. J. .. u l'll.-
~ .

r r - "°1 1 1;
I' ·Ler"eT' or exnrel;,,'n \"1'1-"1 tll~ 11'ea"" -!.I ...... , r - .d.Vu, '! ..... I \,,;.1 J. ....... 1

"[ervant could leak f)r from his offend
.. ed ffiafter. Yet notwith11anding this

.. conduG, Eliubeth cG!1:inued to be tht
"md'l: popular foY~r~igi1 that ever {""ayed
" the [ce~tre of Enc:~,"nd i becaufe the m:n:-. ~

U ims of her rei,'!) were co:~~,"rmable to thG.~") ....,,.

" princiFk~



., principles of the times, and to the opinioll

" generally entertained with regard to the
" conftitution. The continued encroach
~, ments of popular affemblies in Elizabeth's

" fucceffors have fo changed our ideas on thefe

" matters, that the paifages above-mention
" ed appear to us extremely curious, and even
" at firft furprizing; but they were fa little
"remarked during the time, that neither
.. Camden, though a contemporary writer,

" nor any other hiftorian, ha& taken any notice
Ie of them. So abfolute indeed was the au

" thority of the crown, that the precious

" fpark of liberty had been kindled, and was
II preferved, by the puritans alone; and it was

" to this feCt, whofe principles appear fo fri
" volous, and habits fo ridiculous, that the

"Englifh owe the whole freedom of their

H conftitution.". P. 182, 183.

Thefe paffages are full of materials for falu ...
tary refleCtion. The fpeeches themfelves are
extraeted by Hurne, from Sir Simon· d'Ewes's
Hiftory of the Proceedings of Parliament.

They difcover to us, in an irrefiftible manner,

the principles by which his majefty's minifiers

qefire to have the government of this country

K 2 conduCted,
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cor,,-1'~~ed. and the fOllrces to which they re

fc.rt fc- Ci1n! :It'.1t:8.1d1aUthority.

The- 2':l- Gf q ue<;;n Eiizabeth was revived in
aboL;t t\ 0 y~:us Jf~er th~ reficrat~on of bng

Ch::..-le~ tIle Second. The event which had

prect:lic,!. were. v;h2.t Chr.:.ldun c.1];s, the

Gn:.lt t ..ebelJion,the behe.:ding ofking Charles

the Fi.-{r. !he u1UffJat:on of Cromwc1, and

the ap.:..,rchv wh~(h icllowed upon his deceaie.
• •

~r:: 1 wae t;,,-d Wi~3 t~e un[ucce[sful expc-
•

rimu j', t.hat h"d l"::~n f)-~:cde of the prir.ciples

of [; ._Y.1Jli~ .lr,-,:l; ,~r.J. \\!:e;: the king-'s re11:0

rati.·;1 u-:!s or;e ~;C!:;.·r'1::1e~, the tide of ioyalty

becam~ uncop.!rc!abk. Such was the impa

tit>f1.. e of all rar.ks of reoFle, that the negoci

atilJllS refpeair.~ the terrY's upon which h:

frGuld bt refic..red, were abruptl:' terminated,

and the vople threw themfdves, without

t:-e'a.tv or conditicn, into the arms of the 1ove~,
•

re:ln.-
Thus it has been fee~, in the firft place,

tbt tL:: pr("cec.cilt·' ,)f lord Grenville, as be

il:~ dr... ,\ n ;rom a ljcriod anteri0;- to the ;-evo-'" -
1,- _ion, do not be!u.,~ to tne Snglif'n conll:i-
t~lt;l1l], a"d that he '}light, \',-it;} as much real

rT~ci-:l'y, !,.l\'e d.- c~:n them tiom the tranf

:1610;,5, c:qu..lly remote, of France or Spain.

Secondly~



Secondly, it has appeared, that, in addition
to the precedentb' poiTdIing no intrinfic au
thority, they are drawn from periods by no

means compatible with the principles of
liberty. But the objeCtion has nat yet been
put in its firongefi light.

The mofi important objeCt of lord Gren
ville's bill, is to impofe certain refiraints upon

the liberty of the pre[s. To what p~riod

does he recur for inftrudion upon that fub

ject? What authorities does he con[l11t ? The

reign of qu:>en Eliz::J beth; the year 157 I" Is
this the coniluumation of ignorance, or ar~

we to regard it in the light of unblu£hing fo

phifiry ? I will fuppofe that the reign of queen
Elizabeth, had been as much difiinguilhed b.y

.maxims of liberty, as it was by the maxims Qf
arbitrary power. Lord Grenville's argument

will gain nothing by that fuppofition.
In the year 157I, literature was not yat

emancipated from its cradle: the liberty of
the prefs had not yet been heard of. This
important doCtrine, fo invaluable to times ef
knowledge and illumination, had not yet been
invented. Men might have loved all other
kinds of liberty, but this they could not love..
for they CQuid no~ underfiand. Th~ prefs,

~ha~
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cor"'~'~:=:ed. and the rotlrees to which they re~

{c.rr fc- (,mf:lt'.lt;a,1dl 2.11chority.

The 2.:t Gf queen Eiiz~beth was revived in

abm;t t\ 0 YC1.rs ar'er tnt' reftcrat:on of Lng

Ch::,:-le~ t:1e Stcond. The tVcnt. which had

prect:jt,~. were. v;h~t Chr':lldon ca];s, the-
Gr~:,lt t.ebeilion, the beI-.e.:dilJg ofking Ch2.rJes

the Fi.-{t, ~he u{urrJat:on of Cromwc1, ..nd

the aD:...~chy wh~(h iCllowed upon his deceai~.

1\1::1 wo;:'rc !;,cd wi~~ t~e l1nfuccefsful eX,lC-,

rimui:, Lha.t had h:-:n i,;::dt' of the prir.cipks

of r, J'.dE',lr: ,:1., .~r.J, \,I:e:: the king's rdto-
o

rati,·;1 H':!S or ;e ~c~'~:fTl:;1e~, the tide of loyalty
becam;; llncop.~rdable. Such was the impa

ti~I1,-e of all rar:ks of reofle, that the negoci

at!G,lS refpeair.~ the lenT'S upon which h:

frcu1d b~ re1t0red, wae abruptl~: terminated,

and the vople threw theml'tlves, without

t:-t':itv or conditicn, into the arms of the love~•

Thus it has been fee::, in the firll place,

tbt tL,.: j.."T"rCe0c-ilt,· of lord Grenville, as be

ir; C7 dr",,\ n ;rom a ocrioci anterior to the :-evo-'" .
}., .ion, do not be!u.,~ tc' tne Englifh confti-

t:lt;,);], and that he "light, V;it;l as much real

rT~ri-=lY, l~,l\'e d. ,":n them tium the tran[

~ctlO.•S, (;quc.lly reffiote, of France or Spain.

Secondly,



Secondly, it ha5 appeared, that, in addition
to the precedent!>' poudling no intrinfic au
thority, they are drawn from periods by no

means compatible with the principles of
liberty. But the objeCtion has not yet been
put in its ftrongefi light.

The moO: important objeEl: of lord Gren
ville's bill, is to impo[c certain reftraints upon
the liberty of the prefs. To what p::riod
does he recur for inflruction upon that fub
jeCl:? What authorities does he eonflllt ? The
reign of qu:>cn Eliz3 beth; the year 157 I,. Is
this the conliunmation of ignorance, or ar~

we to regard it in the light of unblu£hing [0

phifiry ? I will fuppofe that the reign of queen
Elizabeth, had been as much diftinguilhed by
maxims of liberty, as it was by the maxims of
arbitrary power. Lord Grenville's argument
will gain nothing by that fuppofition.

In the year 157I. literature was not yett
emancipated from its cradle: the liberty of
the pre[s had not yet been heard of. This
important doCtrine, fo invaluable to times ef
knowledge and illumination, had not yet been
invented. Men might have loved all other
kinds of liberty, but this they could not love~

for they CQuld no~ underfiand. Th~ prefs,

tha~
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that great engine for railing men to the dignity

of gods, fer expanding and impre;;n2.ti:1g the

human underfranding, for annihilating, by
the moil: gentle and falubrious r:l~thods, all the

•

arts of cppreffion, was a machine thruil: into
an obfcure corner, and which, for its unpo

lUbed plainnefs :l!1d want of exterior attraCtion,

was aimofi: regarded with contempt. Men
knew feared: more of the real powers of the
prefs, and its genuine uft:s, than the favage
would furpea of the ufes of the alphabet, if

you threw the four and twenty letters into

his lap.
And now, in the clofe of the eighteenth

century, lord Gre:1ville would bring us back

to the {tandard of 1 57 I • Does he think we
are to be thus led? Does he believe that he
•

will be permitted to treat men arrived at years
of maturity, in the manner they were treated
while children t Is the impninatur of govern

ment to be a neceffary preliminary to every

publication? Are we to have an Index Ex
purgatoriuJ, teaching us what books we may
read, and what beaks mu[t on no account be

opened? Is government to appoint certain

. pereons to draw up for us catechifms and
primers, 'Whole Duties of Man, and e1emen-

3 tary
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tary treatifes of every fcience? And are we;

by thefe publications from authority, to model

our creed and failiion (lur underftandings ?
f..ittle indeed do thefe minifrers apprehend

of the nature of h\.'man intelleCt:! Little in
deed have they followed its growth, to the

vigorous fublimity of its prefent ftature!

They are ftrangers come from afar, and can
not underfrand the language of the country.
They are like the feven {leepers, that we read
of in the Roman hifrory, who, after having

flumbered for three hundred years, knew not

that a month had elapfcd, and expeCted to fee
their old contemporaries, their wives frill beau

tiful, and their children ftill in arms. But
they will be taught the magnitude of their

error. This giant, the underftanding, will
roufe himfelf in his might, and will break

their fetters, "as a thread of tow is broken,
" when it toucheth the fire."

We have now taken a view of the pro

~ifions and fpirit of the propofed bills, and
nothing remains for us, but to [urn up the
arguments on either fide, and attend to the re
fult. We have ftated the emergen::y of the
cafe upon which minifters acted, with as

moch ,andour and accuracy as we could ex-
ert,
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.

ert, and certainly with a defire, very oppotite

to that of fupprdIing Gr Ji[guifing any of itS'
circumftanccs. This would, in our appre..
henfion, hav.::. been unpardol~able. VIe agree

with minilt.;:rs in the principle of their bills,

if the admiffion of certain faCts, and of the
neceHi.ty of lome vigilance, pt.rhaps of fome
exertion, can be c;llled the principle of the

bills.
\Ve are now to compare the difeafe and

the remedy together, to afcertain in what de
gree they are proportioned to each other, or
how far it can be expecred that that, which
is offered us as a remedy, will prove a remedy.

The firft of thefc queftions may be di{...

miffed in a few words. The evil is to be coll

fidered as an embryo evil. The operations
of the London Correfponding Society, and
its adherents, if not oppofed, muft have ter

minated in one or two ways. Either they
would have burft out prematurely, and then

it would ha~e been a mere common tumult

or fedition ; it would have been eafily quelled;
its authors ·would have been its victims; and

they would have left, as a legacy to their

countrymen, an infallible pretext for new fe

vcrityand a1Tumption on the part of govern-

mem.·
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ment. Or the tendency of thcif operat"ions

would have been more formidable; and, by
continually gaining ftrength, they would at
laft have been able to overturn the conftifu
tion. But, to accompliOl that purpofe, it

would have been necdfary, that they iliould
have been peculiarly tranquil and orderly
in their appearance; that they {bouM have
watched their opportunity with unalterable

. .

patience; and that they fhould have fuffered
yeats to elapfe before they: broke out into
aCt.

It may well be doubted; whether an' evil
thus diftant, though unqueftionat!>ty entitled

to the attention of minifters. required the in

troduCtion of any new aCt of parliament to
encounter it. It may well be believed, that
the'laws already in exiftence, fagacioufly ad
miniffered, would have been abundantly fuf-

I

ficient for the purpofe. I think this would hav-e
been the cafe, even if we had torn the Riot
Act from ou" [tatute book, and introduced

fume more humane and wholfome regulation

in its place.
The nature of the proper remedy was ge..;

nerally delineated in the firft pages of this'

enquiry. But it may not be urders, to reca-
L pitulate

•

•
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pitulate and exprJd what was there delivered.

The circumftance, as we then obferved, prin

cipally to be rC'gretttd was, that the pro
ceedif'gs of L~e London Correfj'onding Society

and its partizans, were of fuch a nature, that,
in endeavouring to check them, the fiatdinan

would be perpetually in danger of intrenching

UD8n the freehold of our liberties. In this
"

cafe it ,,"auld be incumbent upon him, to

tread ,o,'ith wary fie ps, and to handi;;; every

thing that related to the trania-Ction with a

tender hand, and a reli:;i::ms fear. Befor~ he
~

fet au! upon his expedition, he would fwear

upon the altar of his country, that. in dC:lling

with her interral foe, he would not infringe

upon her liberties.

It is no eat)' matter to lay dmvn the precife

c;:onduct he would purfue. It would be idly

~o detrad from the uiefulnefs of thefe pages,

to dier any undigefied Opini5m upon that fub

jed. Undoubtedly he woulJ fit down, with

the maturdl: deliberation, with the moft un
alterable con[tancy, with the moft perfed

coolnefs of tem?er, and with the pure[t kind
nds towards all the parties concerned, to me

ditate upon this crit;~al queftion. He would

c;:ertainly prefer means of conciliation t9 means.
of",

o
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of force. Means of conciliation will always
offer themfdvc 5 in abundance, to the man of
ihong underftanding, and of ardent benevo
lence.

Such then is the nature of the prelimi-
nary circumfiances, and fuch the general na-
ture of the remedy to be applied. It will not
be neccffary to enter into a long l"tCapitula-
tion of the meafures propofed by brd Gi~n-

ville and Mr. Pitt, in order to t11ew how far
they correfpond with the conditions of the re
medy. It is not probable that their v';armeft
advocates will pretend, that they have pro
ceeded with a very cautious fiep; that they
have fhewn any uncommon [olicitude for the
prefervation of our liberties, through all their
minuteil: particles, and their widefl: and ten~

derefi: ramifications. Their warmefi: advocates ..

will not pretend, that they have not advanced
to this bufinefs with a [art ofyouthful alacrity;
and that they have not rather feized a pretext,
than been preffed into the fervice by an occa
fion. They have no fympathy with the friends
of liberty. They confult not the coolnefs of
philofophy, but the madnefs of paffion. 'When
the time calls upon them to reafon, they be
gin to rail. Their profeffion is that of invec-

L ~ tive;
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ti\-c; and invective has becn their prin~jpai:

medium fur working on the minds of their
countrymen, for the Jail: three years. They
att with the unfteadinefs and vehemence of
paffion; and, if they produce a falutary effect,

it will be by the fame kind of accident, as

the painter, who produced upon his canvas

the appearance he wilhed, by throwing his

brulh at it from the impulfe of impatience and
defpair.

Such are the minifters to whom the affairs

of a great country are confided; and fuch is
the lhallO\... policy, mifnamed exquilite and
profound, by which the in rerefts of mankind

have been managed, in too many inil:ances, in
all ages of the world.

There is a curious [..-let Jative to this {ub

jcCl, which deferves to be fhted, and upon

,\-hich the reader will make his own l:eibc
tiom. From the bc,;inning of rl1c pre1ent

reigr., there have been two parti,'s confiantIy

concerr,ed in the governmcnt of this coun~ry ;

certain !ndi\'iduab in b.bits c,f perianal 'pi

mx}' with the king; and his oilenlible. ad

vifers. Between there two parties it has been

neceflary th~t there fhoulJ be a con:hnt fpirit

of ccmprcmile; th::: kins's minjl1ers v{ould
nct
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oot confent to be the nominal condudors o(

affairs, without having an occafional voice in
the meafures they undertook to recommend
and to vindicate. This compromife has been
a matter of increafing difficulty and delicacy.
during that part of the king's reign which is
now elapfing. In earlier periods, it was
thought proper for him to maintain a certain
fort of indifference for his minifrers, and, if a
prefent fet were not found fufficiently com
plying, to have recour[e to others. During
the adminifrration of Mr. Pitt, he has [carcely
at any' time had the choice of fuch an alter
native. Of con[cquence, the COmmerce has

~

be~n carri~d on upon more equitable term5~

As the minifter h~s often zealouily exerted
himft;lf to perfuade

1
parliament into the adop

tion of meafures which he perfonally difap
proved, fo the king has been obliged repeat
edly to make- a fimilar conceffion. Thus two
men, one of whom at lcafi is (uppofed to en
tertai'1 a mortal antipathy to the other, have
found l the fecret of going on very anjicably
together. In the infiance to which this pam
phlet rdates, it has it feems been the king's
turn to concede. His moft intimate and con
fidential advifers have been hoftile to the pre-

fent
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tent meafure. They have conceived t11at if
tended to create danger, where it profeifed to
communicate fecur:t\'. Thus minifters have,'

•

with a confiftency and candour fufficientIy
memorable, brought in a bill, the entire and
exclufive purpofe of which is to fecure them
felves in their places. under the title of All

ACI for the ftfity and prefi'r'vation if his ma

jejly's perftn and gtn'ermnent, again)l treafln-

able andflditir;us praCiices and attempts. Mr.
Pitt ftands upon fo high ground in the ca
binet upon the prefent occafion, that it was
not thought fafe, on the part of the king's
friends, to refufe their acquiefcence to the
bills. Lord Thurlow alone hlS difplayed a
fort of ambiguous oppofition, juft fufficient
to fhew, that he did not confider the prefent
meafures as by any means entitled to his ap
probation.

An idea will inevitably fuggeft itfe1f in this
place to one c1afs of readers. They will con
fefs, " that they are not very folicitom, as to
c. whether the bills of lord Grenville and
.. Mr. Pitt be fomewhat ftronger than the
.. occafion demanded. They are not abfo
.. lutely determined againfi all ideas of li
ce berty i but they conceive that, in the pre-

" (ent
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" fent times at 1eaft. liberty muft be viewed
.. as a fubordinate confideration. A grand
" ifTue is 110W dependi.ig. between the
" ftrengthening the powers of government,
" and extending what is caned, our liberties;
" and they prefer without hefitation an eftab
" liilied defpotifm to the apprehenfions of

" ap:~l ehy. The only ql.1efbon aLout which
" they are folicitous, is. Will thefe bills,
" granting that they are filpcrfluoufiy {hong.
" anfwer their ofl:enfibk purpofe, keep out
" inno·...ation. and perpetuate the domefiic
" peace of Great Brita;!l t'

This is a q:.:eflion to which we cannot turn
without fome degree of pain; but it is necef
fary that it f110uld be examined. The fol
lowing re:lfons induce us to think. that the
bills will not anf\ver their oftenfible purpofe.

The human fpecies. as has already been
obferved. is arrived, in a certain fenfe. at years
of maturity. It can no longer be treated with

the rigours of infantine difcipline, nor can it
be moulded into ev<::ry form that its governors
!hall pleafe to prefcribe. The materials have
already afTumed a decided charaCter. and go
vernment has nothing left but to make the

,

pelt of thefe materials. Cardinal Woliey

fai~
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[aid in the reign of king Henry the Eighth,
{peaking of the papl fupedtition, " If we do
n n9t dellroy the prefs, the preis will dellroy

"us." It will be doubted by a C:lfeful rea

lOner, whether c:2rdinal \Volfey fpoke in tirne,

and whether the daring project at which he

hinted could, even then, have been exeC:Ite .

But it cannot nm\' be executed. The prefs is

" a {tone againft which whefoever ftumbles,

" fr!alI be broken; but whoioever thalI pull it

H upon his own he~d, thalI be cruthed in

.. pieces."

l':0 infatuation can be more eJi::traordinary

than that which at prefent prevails among

the alanned ad\'eri~riesof reform. Reform

mull come. It is a refifl1efs tide; and, if we

~ndea~'our to keep it out too long, it will

oven\·helm us. You are friends to the peace
and tranq"illity of human iociety. So is
every reafonable and confcicntious man that

lives. But, take heed lell: '·our mifiaken
•

friendtn:p ihould produce the dFcds ofhatred.

In order to ma;ll~ain the peace and tran

quillity of1ociety, it is neceJTary to temporize.
Vi:C in1.:ft beth accommodate our1eIves to the

cf:1pire of old prej'Jdiccs, and to the firong

and oeci1i ',-e idlux of new opinions. \Ve

mu[t
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mull: look far before us. To promote
greatly our own interest, we must think a
little of the interest of posterity. \Ve must
not fpend the whole capital of our estate,
in the first year that we come into po1Teffion.
If we would preferve in the community allY
reverence for authority, we mU3t exercife it
over them with frugality. We must not
ftretch the ftrings of our instrument fo far,
as to put them in instant danger to filap.

The London Correiponding Society has
been thoughtlefsly purfi.ling a conduCt, which
was calculated fooner or later to bring on
[ccnes of confufion. They have been to
blame. But it is fcarcely pollible for a fe
rious enquirer to pronounce, that the king's
ministers, and the opulent and titled alarm
ists, are not much more to blame. Thefe
were men who, by their fituation and in
fluence in the country, were peculiarly bound
to hold the balance even, and confult for the
interests of the whole. But, they have been
the first to violate the general compact.
They have thrown down the gauntlet. They
have had recourfe 1:0 every kind of irritation.
They have laid afide the robes and infignia
of authority; and leaped, like a common

1\1 wrestler,
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wrestler, upon the stage. They have been
loudest in increafing the broil; they have
urged on the animofity of the combatants;
and they have called for blood. Neither the-
vrefent times nor posterity will forget the
trials for high treafon last year at the
Old Bailey; a meafure which, for preci
pitation, folly, and an unfcrupulous and
fanguinary fpirit, has neyer been exceeded.
Th:s was one of the early meafures, by
which go\-ernment confpicuoufiy fared the
moJ"~,ate and the neutral, to take their
itation in the ranks of the enemy.-

But the prefent bills will have still more
~trongly, and, if they pafs into a law, much
more permanently, the fame effeCt. What
is it that we are called upon to part with,
and \yhat to admit, that we may enter into
a treat;", attentive and defenfive, with the
prdent ministers? \Ve must part with the
Bill or- Rights, with t!:e liberty of the
preis, and the liberty of fpeech. \Ve
must place ourfe1yes in the fituation, which
is de1cribed in the preamble of the Atl-, 1

Henn- IV, when, "no man could know
•

•, how he ou:rht to behave himidf, to do,-
., f}'eak or 1a:", for doubt of the pains of

" treafon,"



Treafon." We must admit a national mi
litia of fpies and informers. This is a price
that fcarccly any man will be content to pay.
If it be paid for want of reflet1ion at first,
men will full furely awake; they will
loudly reclaim their birth right; and the in
dignation they will conceive at having been
thus overreached, will probably produce a
convulfion. The prefent bills force men
into the extremest state of hostility; they
leave no opening for treaty; they offer no
compromife; they inculcate an obstinate
and impraB:icable temper upon both parties.
At a time when conciliation is most neccf
fary, they most deeply infpire into us fenti-

•

ments of animofitv•
•

The nature of 1\1r. Pitt's bill deferves
particularly to be recolleB:ed in thi3 place.
It abrogates the fundamental provifion of
the Bill of Rights. vVhen the Bill of Rights
authorized men to confult refpeB:ing griev
ances, and to demand redref", it is not pro
bable that its authors were unaware of the
danger attendant upon crowded affemblillgs
of the people. But they rea10ned upon the
nature of the cafe, and they thought the

. legal permiffion of thefe a1fcmblies, under
M 2 certain



certain conditionC', the lea{l evil. They
knew that, when the people th(mght them

felns a2:~rieved, they mu{l: be tedreffed.-- - .,

Thev knew that di1content was one of the-
moil: undefiraole {lates of the public mind.
They k:1ew that difcontent, when fuut up,
gre",\- l1rongcr and more menacing; and they
conceived that it was true political wifdom
to provide it a channel by which to exprefS
itieIf. ~lr. Pitt i;; dctermi:led that there
iliall be no difconteilt. At leaH he is deter
mined, that di!contc!lt !hall not declare
idelf, and th:lt no cl3mours (hall be heard.
He !huts up e-,·er)- an.':JUc, of open confult

jog, -of political publi-::atioll';, and of private
cOllHi"iati011. ~Iinifier5 will be found per
hap~, to be fufficienLly ignorant at pre[cnt
of the ftatc of the public mind. It is one
vf the great probiems of political govern
ment to be adequ3.tcl~; acquainted with it.
The roef! fatal ert-eft" haye always followed
from th;;:; ignorance. The American \\' ar
..... as begun, ti-o;n a per(ua(ion that the ma
jorit::" of the people H-ere loyaliil:s :. and the
pre~ent war would probably never have

been underta:"en, if the Englifh govern
n:.;nt bud not believed, that the great mafs

of



•
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of the inhabitants of France were concealed
adherents of the dethroned fovereign. The
prdent bills are calculated to 1well this
fpeci,es of ignorance to its greatefi dimenfions.
Mr. Pitt is determined that we lhall not hear
the tempefi:, till it burfi: upon us in a hurri
cane, aii-d level every thing with the duft.

Haying, in this illftance, affigned reafons
why thofe per[ons, who are under no appre
henfions from the extenflon of authority. ,
ought yet to difapprove of the pr dent bills,

,

we will conclude, in conformity to the mo-
derate and conciliating 1pirit with refpeCt to
the two oppofite political (vfiems, that we
hope has pervaded thefe fheets, with offer
ing a few confiderations to perfuade thole
perfoos who are enthufiafiic advocates for
the extenfion of liberty, that they ought not
to conceive too vehement an animofity, and
to be poffeffed with too profound a defpair,
if thefe bills fhquld ultimately pais into law.
The enthufiafiic advocates for liberty are
too apt to exclaim upon eyery new encroach
ment. " This is the laft degree of hostility;

" every thingdependsuponourprefent fuccefs;
" ifwe mifcarry now, the triumph ofdefpotifm
" is final, and there is no longer ailY hope that

•
" rcmalllS
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H remains to us." The precifely oppofife ot
this i3 the true inference in the prefent
inftance. Thefe bills are an unwilling ho
mage, that the too eager advocates if authority
pay to the riftng genius of freedom. Why
will you always ihut your eyes upon the real
nature of Jour fituation! \Vhy will you.
believe, while every thing is aufpicious,
that every thing is de(oerate? If you can
not fee how deeply more liberal principles
of freedom have ftruck their root into the
foil of Britain, hO\..- widely they have dif..
fufed themielyes, and how fail: they are
ripening for the purpofes of reform, you
b~yc here the testimony of your enemies to_ J

convince you. You are mistaken: the
prefent effGrt of intemperate alarm, is not
the aCt of of im:tumptuous cO;lfidence; it
is diCtated iJy a tentiment of dt:jd~lion and
defpair. Be tranqUil. Indulge in the most
flattering prolpec1s. Be firm, be aClive, be
temperate. If alarmith are reiolved no lon
ger to keep any terms with you, you then,
in all just confideratio;: , iucceed to the
double office, of the advocates of reform, and
the moderators of contending and unruly
animofities.

THE E!'D.


