Labour govemment moves to close radical magazines
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i a Some observers believe that it has even
3 jun to outrank the political prestige
if MI6, the foreign inteHigence service,
and MI5, the domestic secret police;
others are not prepared to write off the
| more traditional spooks
Sir Leanard Hooper, Director of
GCHO for more than 20 vears, is Now
Cabinet Office’s Co-wrdinator of
urity and Intelligence, On policy
questions—as opposed to the day-to-
day operations of the secret agencies,
Hooper has more control of intelligence
than anyone else 1a the land
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| Letters marked* have been cut for
easons of space.

'hn\\ the kind of organisation we were
{ll\ ing will not work.

Dear Zero

We are three women,
calling ourselves an
Auckland anarcho-
feminist huddle. We've
been gaing since early this year and
have put out a paper on anarcho-
feminism, which we

>23\ L

ere asked to write

compiling (and printing) a women's
poetry book Selene and a leaflet on self
help. We think your paper's shit hot
love

Chris, Anne, Kay

Auckland, New Zealand

Dear Zero people

Sarry the Essex confer-
ence turned out to be a
jamboree—it was
never meant to turn out
that way by the “hidden" workshop

fof Essex Libertarians who organised it
Months prior to the affair, we
decided that the structure of the
gathering should be determined by al/
those coming, rather than the sponsor-
ing few. Both our advance publicity and
the mode of advance organising
attempted to avoid the debacle of the
Friday night planning meeting

Since arranging food things pro-
scribed me from attending workshops,

I can’t comment on what transpired in
them. But the pre-Conference “hidden”
workshop went 1o great efforts to
arrange things in a non-sexist/author
itarian manner. Pre-Conference
publicity, room bookings, accommo-
dation, food and transporl were
arranged by individual members
without interference from their fellows,
though, where necessary, with group
support (eg, advance mailing and
typing). Though we discussed what v
we'd like to see happen we did not wish
it to impose happenings on one another
or those attending—which is possibly
why althought the organisational aspect

SeXISE

discussions were

worked well, whereas content-wise
unsatisfactory

It's clear that no agenda and small
group gatherings instead of suggested
topics and workshops may have been
better. The ego-tripping and defensive
ness which large
meetings could have been lessened by

cvailed in the

such devices. Lack of previous exper

ience in organising Conferences by the
Essex group has been remedied by our
involvement with this gathering, as has

awareness of the inadequacy of the
Conference’s critique of sexism

In future 1'd suggest that sponsoring
groups get those inter
Anarc/Conferences to contribute in
advance suggestions re
possible mutual interest for general
circulation. This would pre-empt the
arrangers from imposing a structure
{even by default), and involve more
people in directly and personally con-
sidering sexism (for example), before
the gathering occurs, In spite of the
advance publicity about the Essex
Conference afforded by Zero and
other libertarian publications, many of
those who attended the meeting had
clezrlynot been prepared to talk about
the issues that arose until they were
mooted by the collective discussions

ested in attending

garding topics of

guff

Esscx University, Colchester

Dear Zero

.. We are writing to explain
¢ why so many of us have
just resigned from the
Anarchist Communist

Association.

This is not because we feel that we're
particularly important but because we
know that some comrades may use our
resignation as yet another example of

far the national feminist congress. We're

| To begin with, we didn't set up the
:,\L’,&\ on the basis of common political
agreement — we were all people who
|had either been expelled or had
%n'\\_qncd from the AWA. Although we
subsequently agreed on a statement of
|aims and principles, the longer we
worked the more it became apparent
that we didn’t ih fact have the same
view of the organisation or the same
priorities for political activity.

| Despite pay ing lip-service to the
|personal as political and the importance
{of the struggle against patriarchy, we
felt that these things in particular were
never taken up seriously by the
organisation as a whole.

We finally decided that our leaving
would make it easier for all of us
including those still in the ACA
get on with what we thought was
important.

We have not yet rejected the idea
of an anarchist organisation. But we'll
certainly spend time learning from our
experence of the ACA before involving
ourselves in another on2
|Alan  Anne, Babs, John,
lom, Will
London

to

Lin, Steve B,

Dear Comrades*

Zero’s article Sexism
sabotages Essex conference
gave a very misleading idea
of the anti-aithoritarian
press workshop on the Saturday by the
‘;,cmu! implication that anyone who
didn't agree 100% with anarca-feminst
lvwws was a saboteur.

| Anarca-feminists insisted that
patriarchy was the sole root of all
|authoritarianism and the only target

to attack, for all other forms of
|authority and exploitation would
collapse once this was conquered. The
other view in the discussion was

that patriarchy and politico-
economic authority were joint evils
which had to be attacked simultancously
both had to be destroyed becausc

basically

e

the fall of the one did not automatically
signify the immediate fall of the other
We feel that the struggle should be a

liberation from sexual roles and
stereotypes because it is not just a war
| across the sex boundary. To succeed
it must have the support of men who
are sympathetic for only with their
involvement will they face up to their
own self-plausible hypocrisy. But to
say that every man is an exploiter is
| almost like saying that everyone who
ves in a capitalist society is a
capitalist

j We therefore feel that it would be a
| tragedy for the anarchist movement

|a whole if an unatural rift developed

| between anarca-feminism and

| ‘traditional” anarchism. And while

| feeling that the ‘patriarchy is the sole
|oppressor’ idea would entail an almost
total concentration on feminism in all
anarchist publications (though Zero
itself has an excellent balance), we fully
accept the criticism levelled at
\Jﬂ.”(hl\l publications that not enough
| prominence is given to the feminist
movement

Let us make sure that something

concrete comes as a result of the
conference that was so well organised

at Essex. The anarca-feminists must
examine the best way to help us face

up to our lingering sexism through
articles and constructive criticism, and
we must not only examine our own
complacency, but also make very active
efforts in our publications which has been
the case up to now. It is a very
dangerous situation though, if any
group starts claiming the total

monopoly on truth, and villifying those
who do not accept their point of view

as

unguestioningly.

Anthony Beevor

London SW6

Dave Poole

London W3

Ame (Zero collective) replies

| disagree that the struggle for liberation
is simply one of being liberated from
constraining sex roles, Our struggle
against oppression is a struggle against
patriarchy, of which sexism is a mani-
festation

| see patriarchy as the institutionalised
|system of domination by men over
{women. The nuts and bolts of this system
|are the oppressions based on class, race,
sex, age. Patriarchy oppresses us politic-
ally, psychologically, economically,
emotionally and socially. It is older than
capitalism and survives socialism. It is
the basis and model for all domination
and authority, and cuts across class,
caste, race and time

History demonstrates that the fall of
the ‘politico-cconomic authority ' is not
immediately followed by the fall of ‘sex-
roles and stereotypes’, let alone
patriarchy. If one was to use the
“domino”’ theory, patriarchy would be
the table upon which the dominoes of
oppression stand. It is the table that
needs destroying.

As for sympathetic men—who defines
a sympathetic man? Surely, as the
oppressed it is up to women to define
who they wish to work with. Patriarchy
was consciously developed by men and
is continually upheld by them whether
consciously or unconsciously. Because
men are at the top of this power structure
they can have no real understanding of
the extent and nature of women's
oppression. They can sympathise but
sympathy is not enough. Freedom cannot
be given, it must be taken. For men to
change they must relinquish their
privileges and power. It is not up to
women to take on the burden and res-
ponsbility of trying to change men. Men
must want to change for themselves. Men
|could begin by examining their own
‘masculinity” and competitive tendencies
and by asking why they fecl so threat-
ened by exclusion by women. For men
to constantly look to wonven for help
and direction mercly reinforces our
servicing role
1 The criticism of the anarchist press is
(not one of only the lack of coverage of
}w.rm-n\. issues but of the whole male
|left attitude that divides issues into ‘main’
| male) issues and women's issues
Ju\n men not involved in child care,
|contraception and sexuality? The male
left st/lf sees the liberation of women as
secondary to the ‘main’ ution
Dear Zero Colle rive*
Your first few issucs
reflected the demands of
the collective to move
beyond the approach of

iditional anarchist papers,

oncentrating on issues which affect
our daily lives, instead of harping on
about the ‘glorious past’. In issue 5 the
paper has lost its revolutionary anarchist
perspective and is virtually
indistinguishable from any other liberal
monthly, basically this issue appears
1o us as irrelevant.

Firstly, your coverage of the Evening
News occupation falls into the trap of
opportunism. By giving it front page
coverage you make it seem like the
most important thing happening. There
is no attack on the press concerning its
daily filthy tactics, but an apparent
expectation of the press to reform. For
anarchists to support such legalistic
dernands with the coverage you gave it
is wrong — the revolutionary perspective
is missing.

Your two page article on Gay Men’s
Weck suggested that all gay people are
revolutionary by exaggerating its

revo

LETTER

importance. Being gay is not in itself
revolutionary and therefore the account
is pointless, offering no criticism and no
acheivement, which invalidates the
heading Queers in Revollt.

As far as the item headed Gays set
precedent in elisting non gay support
goces, we suggest that all anarchist groups
affiliate to the Young Liberals,
Anarchists should speak to their shop
stewards and MPs demanding that
something be done. We suggest the
following resolution: "We the anarchist
movement deplore the use of law and
authority to erode our freedom as
evidenced by the rule of a privileged
minority over the majority. We call for a
repeal of law and authority and urge
everybody to support the forthcoming
international revolution".

Your report on the Essex conference
was misleading in that it suggested that
sexism was the only topic. If that was
50, and if the forthcoming conference
/s about sexism, you have not criticised
that fact.

Black Aid People
London WC2

There is no suggestion in the front
page article of trying to reform Fleet
Street. The article is about direct
action and the attempts of the women
involved to organise that action in a
non-hierarchical way. It's all right in
retrospect to debate revolutionary
perspective (perspective does, after all,
require distance). Your atlltude is llke
asking someone who is being kicked in
the head to debate the nature of
violence, rather than let them just go
right ahead and kick back. A group of
feminists and lesbians invading Fleet
Street is revolutionary action, and
that’s enough to get on with.

The article on Gay Men's Week does
not suggest that all gay people are
revolutionary, a noticeable lack.
‘Coming out’ is revolutionary. If you
want to experiment | can lend you
some gay badges to wear, and then you
can tell me about the revolutionary
potential of homosexuality. If we get
up ‘their’ noses (and yours) that much,
they/you must be pretty frightened;
that is our power

In your criticism of the Gays Set
Precedent item, you suggest that
an archist groups affiliate to the Young

| Liberals. I’'m not quite sure why you

| want this, but I'm sure you have your

[ reasons. Until recently the Gay
Movement was completely autonomous;
enlisting non-gay support is a new
decision, and letters like yours make me
| think that it was the wrong decision. As
| to your resolution, | completely agree
with the words but feel that when you
say "We, the Anarchist Movement"
you mean ‘We, privileged male
heterosexual anarchists demand on
behalf of our unfortunate brothers and
sisters’; the women's and gay movements
feeling is confirmed by the fact that
every major article from the -
autonomous gay and women's
movements generates the same
hysterical replies from traditional
anarchists (mostly male and straight),
!month after month. The whole paint

in Zero, in case you hadn't noticed, is

that we make for ourselves as anarchists,
feminists and gays.

Sexism was not the only ‘topic’ at
the Essex conference, it was the major
oppression. From the straight men who
looked appalled when | asked them if
they wanted to go to a gay workshop
(what, me a queer!), to the same men
who were too busy preparing for the
forthcoming glorious revolution 1o se¢
that without anarchist feminism it will
be just another patriarchal rebellion
which |, for one, want no part in.

Tom Wpodhouse (Zero collective) replies:

that women and gays have demands too, | =




|State pro

) Stay secret. Other

| 15 commer 1n be ignored because it
|their i that uninfor t goes without saying that
fwhat the was of the memb *arliament are also not
{greatest threat to civilisation as he knew illo 1 1o ask guestions of ministers
{it. Although the magistrate then asked about \ll‘l\] r indeed any intell
those in court to whom his real name gence acti IL\ Rarely has the hermet
had been given—mainly lawyers—not ically sealed world of the security
[to reve It was too late. The facts services been better summed up
which directly identified him were The Leveller and Peace News printed
public knowledge Col. Johnstone's name because they felt
=y \barrassed by the Peace News that the absurd hysteria which the
Levell iblication, the government ‘secret wl'h\\'hnl'r«'][w-II:-\‘.!Hu up
proceeded to give the stable door a around the Aubrey-Berry-Campbell
resounding slam as the horse gallopec effectively an attempt to
athigh speed down the ¢ . If the ce their main trial in September
fertia a \ces for 2 ar, and they wanted to counter
10t so serious, the :
ir e News and The
The paranoia with which SIGINT Leveller, the issues raised by GCHQ,
personnel view public discussions o \1(.1\ \ and the absurd cover-up
| their activities comes over clearly o e raised. That the State is prepared to
Johnstone's remarks during the g0 as far as closing down two magaz
IF nina earing. | do not think 5 a warning about the extent to which
|that there should be a discussion about the secret state will go to protect
ISIGINT, including the amount of tself [J Richard Hannay
,ﬂ'u\xw, 2Nt in respect of it, outside 1 joint defence fund has been set up,
the community to which | have

referred’ (those security cleared to
operate SIGINT). ‘Until this case,
the general public, as far as |
has been unaware of UK SIGINT
activities. As a result of these pro-
ceedings, the fact xhu SIGINT exist
is no longer secret

So in a nutshell,
is banned because all the necessary

am aware

informed comment

to collect money to help pay fines and
osts—this fund needs several
thousand pounds within the next few
weeks. Donations can be sent to
|Peace News/Leveller Defence Fund,

© 5 Caledonlan Road, London N1
‘ﬁm latest issues of Peace News and
jL\.\U‘L! for complete list of defence
i«/mup\, which have been set
the country
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Thought poiice phone lines rumbled

Recent publicity about the activities also present, is the MI5S/MI6 Joint

f Britain's security agencies, MI5 (the Section
service responsible for internal security The exact functions of this Joint
|and co n) and M16 (the Section are not yet ascertained. But
[Secret 3 ice, which looks | the fact that it exists separately from
|after in slligence gathering overseas) has | the headquarters of its parents and is
| not mentioned how closely these |under deeper cover indicates that it
|agencies work together inside the UK might be where some of the state’s

I fact MIS and MI6 run a Joint ”‘,i,‘\‘_f,‘;'l“fl,'_l A 11“’.’ ~ha .’,,',‘,’ va
| S u:,\ Y 1 separate ,”m“ m thei attention firmly fixed the more
own headquarters at ( on Street yvious “secret” landmarks of London
thioss in Mayfair (t713). and ¢ % eise 25 Ce y ilul l.w }.-.t}.q hid r'ui :
House in Southwark (MI6). This Joint e AR e
Section operates at 140 Gowe t
W( ext to Euston Squ from one of the security
Underground station. Outside, tf es are frequently attached to the
Governmer of ir i C The Joint Section is

arious depart r i Jicatic ow closel pie
R ¥ yrd ( Of ] wo with
the DHSS and ( S ( MI ’ ¢ nl
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Woman organise against rape

; Ll5t.Kr\V
FPENTE pE JFR Q

RADU

" ’:u'

W
| b

&y

Madrid: Women take to the streets against rape. In a recent case a woman who had been
kidnapped and raped by three men received no response from Madrid police. She received no
response when she phoned the police to say that she had seen her assailants again, or when she
‘I\m-r found out the licence no. of their car. Only when the Madrid newspaper Diario 16 took up
| her case did police arrest a suspect

Several thousand women marched
through the streets of Seville and
Cadiz in February, in angry protest
against the increasing number of
violent attacks on women. In Galicia
women demonstrated against a
government proposed divorce bill,
calling instead for unrestricted rights
to divorce within the framework of a
democratic constitution

Sparking the campaign in Andalusia
were the death of a young student and
the hospitalization of several women
|after rape attacks. The walls of both
} [southern cities are covered with
anti-rape slogans, and women's groups
are demanding more street lighting,
better public transportation and the
formation of rape-investigation
commissions.

Andalusia has traditionally
of the most socially
for women in Spain, and the fact that
the Women's Liberation Movement can
organise 1 of thousands
there,

strength
|and confidence [] Iberian News Service

been one
backwards regions

1 demonstrati

is a sign of its growing

| London |
Fines and remand for|
Stammheim protest

Street WC1
Curzon Street House. Leconfield : dradat b tH “‘
H t the ot i of Clirzor our *vw\h h 21-2 to face
bivont. SIS TERT it 7 charges arising out of the Black Aid
t b Jemonstration held in London on
sieacquaL s <‘ L 11”"| . December 10. The charges ranged from
‘\ ‘,.,,","_’ 1 ) ’1 ,“‘1 1 m:l ,‘,, obstructing the highway and the police,
930 6789 1o assaulting the police. All eight
comrades had pleaded not guilty at a
MI6 is meant to operate outside
Britain and its former colonies previous earing I
However . in addition to its Head The first two days of the trial were |
Of it Century. House it has taken up by the 14 police witnesses (as ,
British Station' in London {truthful ar { upstanding collection of
60 Vauxhall Bridge Road, a building people as you could uw»\‘ 1o meet),
described variously as being offices giving their evidence. As the arrested
of the Department of the | wiroanment {put forward 1\n|u1\ ¢ defence, each
or of the Foreign Office. Her Ipolice witness was cross examined
COMINT ‘,[.,.,}“,,., carried out I¢ cight times, giving them ample
COMINT stands for Communications opportunity to contradict themse
Intercept: interceptions of nearly all ;‘Ilulmnh other, Undisputed star of lh:
telephone lines into the London }\'vu\\ was one Sgt. Morgans, who
embassies of other countries are lscemed at times to be having as much
made by the Post Office, and the tapes |trouble keeping a straight face as the
are brought to Vauxhall Bridge Road |rest of us
for trangcription. The Vauxhall Bridge Morgans claimed that while arresting
Road bukiding shares the same someone for refusing to take down a
| telephond&number, 01-928 5600, as Iflag, he also arrested another person
Century House, as does MI6's training who tried to get the first person free
| departme nt, 296-302 Borough High itmm his grip. While still holding on to
| Street, SE1({) CaRSI | continued next page

Tony Nicolls
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theatre, folle mugic or dancing 1o women's bao:
Seasion, the discussion of the seventh demand mon
in the following form: “We demand the treedom for all
the threst or use of violence o1 sexual coercion regardles
assumptions and institutions which perpetuate
{which excluded 113 origingl opening statement
and the political control of women.” The sixth demand became
Lesbians.” and its other half became part of the general introduction to the (no
“The Women's Liberation Movement asserts the night of Wom

ach year women have expressed a general dissatsfaction wi
ment has grown, so has the probliem of organising such events. The Saturd

of Sunday was taken up by the
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nferences. As the move
y workshops this year

y mainly what we discussed in the anerce-feminist warkshop. M"':'r
e daflated by plensries: seeing them as pointless imitations ujvlnu: ‘ itk
passing resolutions (demands) is & fagade~how con we ‘demand’ an end (o violen
Thet would involve destroying patriarchy. Furthermars
this year was nc

dominate~often in & destructive way

Most women seemed to feel that what is really positive about s
megting and inspinng each other, and having & good time. To be amc
smuzing ferling of solidarity, which perhaps & festivel would be &
way of expressing; and Birmingham r,evu.m‘\_, q.:n.:»fuc » discussior
organising on & national leve! in the future (Sharon)
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the two arrested comrades, this fearless
defender of law and order was then
jumped on by "at least’ three other
demonstrators, and knocked 10 the
ground. Undeterred he struggled 1o

his feet and took the (wo arrested 1o
the paolice bus.

The whole three days was taken up
with similar farcical episodes. The end
result of it all was that the police were
unable 1o bring even the flimsiest of a
< Case against Lwo comrades, who were
both acquitted. Five others were fined
£35 each including costs. More
warrying though was the imprisonment

Nuclear front

in the wake of Justice Parker's decision
i tavour of British Nuclear F ucls,
FEriends of the Earth are mobilising the
anti-nuclear forces 1or what scems
likely 1o be anc of the most important
confrontations of '78 between pratest
and stite. Already in f
Germany and Belgium (see 7 )
anti-nuclear protestors.have ed
islenthy with police and army. The
EEC are determined to protect them
Selves against the possibility of another
Atab oil embargo and against the
coming world shortage of fossil fuel
The decision 1o reprocess oxide fuet

at Windscale in Cumbria (for use in
Fast Breeder Reactors) is central not
oaly 1o Brivish desire to launch the
st commercial Fast Reactor but als
LG the general European nucle
expansion. What they tend to
Gver in the process is that Winc

rance,

ale
will become a centre of production t
Plutonigm, one of the most danger«
and fongest fiving substances we have

g

&

g ever produced (also 4 key ingredient i
. )

e lear weaponry)

The Windscale rally will be held on
Apnil 29, assemble Speaker’s Corner a1
noan for march and rally at Trafalgar

o L A group of people who will have

- ®leycled from Windscale will centre on

ol Gerhard Sollinger, the person
]n_h,llf‘cd with assault. The exact
{sentence will be fixed at a later datc

| After the trial Gerhard w taken Lo
IPentonville prison for one week during
{which time he was beaten up and
{placed in sofitary. When he appeared
before the judge in chambers Gerhard

|was surprisingly given bail, and is now
imnlu\): 10 hear his sentence, which is
{due on April 130)

| Help towards paying the fines is
|urgently necded. Please send any
contributions to: Black Aid, c/o Rising
'Free, 182 Upper Street, London N1

(Trafalgar Sq. in time for the rally,
{they 're hoping that as many people as
;'pu\wlﬂ‘; will join them as they come
{through London

On May 6 and 7 there will be a
|march and rally to protest against the
;;n-m..\vni expansian of nuclear power
|2t Torness (about thirty miles from
IF dinburgl

! This protest is planned 1o
{include theatre, dlernative
lay, foad, and workshops

games, films,

lenergy dis

{The Green Peace trawler ‘Rainbow

{Warrior” will send ashore a windmill 1«
{be crected on the Torness site, It
fimportant that .
{possible get to

1Scottish issue

aple as

S Not just a

orness will be the
rin Britain in ter
ibout time that

pped using

birst

yea
1Enp!
{

umperialist

acotland for nuclear experiments
{the proposal of the UK Atomic §
JAuthority to ¢
{waste disposal
Ishire

iy out test

Loch Doon in

Irilling for

ar

which involves tilling most of

|mauntain with nuclear waste {J Ton
Woodhouse /
Details of the Anti Nuclear Canipidiyn
from: Friends of the Farth, 9 Polend

St, London WI. SCRAM (S ottish
‘Campa/qn to Resist the Atomic Menace ).
2 Ainslie Place, Edinburgh.
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Finsbury Park — reclaiming more night

The camy

reclaim the
|part of the general f

against male

(violence and power. As women we are
[Orgamising rape action groups, rape
|crists centres, women's aid (refuges), to
|[combat male violence te women. The
Irec laiming the might impaign demands
{that we—as wamen—be free to walk
[down the streets at night without hassle
and fear (plus of course the reality of

rape and assault)
I;.uu;«r

At present men (on

f 4
reedom of

*Xpenence-greater
|mavement, wamen are expected to
{have a male escort late at night, or i
[stay in

| Finsbury Park was chosen as it 15 an
i.m a of great hassie for women late a1
|night. There was controver sy ovir this
|as some women felt that in a mu
lcultural area--a predominantly wi e
]m.mln would have racist implications
{However

Haringey women's group

!Prison boss assassinated

he funeral of 25 year old CNT
{militant Agustin Rueda took place or
{March 181h, follow 10g his murder by
!l‘fl&\l'l guards in Madrid’s notorioys
{Carabanchel prison on March 13
| The governor of € arabanchel and
{his two deputies have since been
{dismissed, and ten warders are being

Id in custody awaiting trial. An
jofficial statement gave the cause of
|Rueda’s death as 'y result of physical
violence administered by officials of
the prison white carry ing out an
nvestigation in relation to the
discovery of a tunnel”

Before his murder Ruedy had
smuggled out aletter from Gerona
prison (priar to his transfer 1o
Carabanchel), condemning the

.
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le a ( the morming of the
: reasons for

at 10pm, g
me with

n fancy dress,
ging and chanting ) the
formerly dim, awesome streets. For 3
> we Telt in control of the streels.
> women started burning a sexist
hoarding, others defi; stopped
jtraffic. 11 was a fecling of women's
ipower. The police turned up, were

obviously ar a loss with the s ght ol so
many women surging past them

Despite the ban on marches in the b
London area they [ Sharon

{\nll’ul\l“'uxll’
{lack of medical facilities ang

f s
food, and the

€ funeral wo
eral strike

¢ in Sallents. A gensi
y or i the area, and:
[ 3,000 peaple t 5

e funcral
pracession. A few days later the head
1ol the Spanish prison | esus
iHaddad, was sh.
{mea while on his way 1o work.
| Respansibility for the attack was
jClaimed by the Antif ascist Resistance
Groups of the 1st Octobes (GRAPOJ,
{the military wing of the Regonstituted i
Spanish Communist Party. It is known.
{that GRAPO has been infiltrated by
AgeNts provocateurs in the past, and
the group arouses mach suspician
amongst the Spanish teft [ INS
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On Feb 25 the Gav News Defence
Commiittee changed its title to the Goy
Activist Alilance (GAA for short). Since
the demise of GLF and the continuing
failure of CHE to become an active
political group, there has been 2 need
within the Gay Movement for a national
Activist/co-ordinating body. tr is hoped
that the GAA will fulfil that rofe. Ir
their policy statement they say
gim of the group is to co-ordinat

id Widgery's 1
Sacialist \".mk»

{
Jav

recent ¢
s Parry

hat the
s undergone

I politics

diy borne

o (dpe plav 2ro
ulr""n“fllu "
proposed that the SWP’'s Rock
IRacism campaign shoold share

faddeess of the, up to ther jependem

:
|

Against

both »

fitferen

l:l(wmi\
{Because we we
insread
a8 wiiters
that we w
had the effe
confidence and v
more difficubt
It was at this

Stralion annou
did not have enough money to put the
new rape play on tour. Forced into a
position where they were unable 1o
pursue their work, the rape play group
resigned during one of a series of con-
frontational meetings. Afterwards they
fearned that, ad they not left ot their
own accord, they would have been
asked 1o

On leaving, the four formed them
ves into the Scarlet Woman Theatre
Groug 1o tour their play on rape, only
find that CounterAct were rehearsing
puy {written from scratch in a few

Defence Commlttee becomes Actwlst'Alllance

|ationai fevel the fight against the
'/nucuwn/ attacks being made on
| homosexuality and homosexuals. We
\see our struggle as part of that of all
(ather oppressed people and therefore
| we seek to win the dctive participation
\of the maximum number of gay und
nangay (ndividuels and orgaenisaions in
{this aim.""

A lot of the strength and enthusiasm
for the GAA comes in the afterglow of

Theatre groep splifs over play onrape

coks) using the publicity material
jtourdates and even the title of She

/t. “They made it clear to us
s they are concerned, the
are in commercial

n. and they
any of the contact addresses

e refused 1o

ve built up wgether, incdluding those
ve made personally while touring our
pi QUL nurseries last year

has happéned in Cou

fer 1581
porLant 1o
thve feft 6 A(\l the )\M unwilling
the women's movement

ive political credibilny
Minist grouping

ferminists af
were
(o take

SECLATT

i, v
party was
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ind put before

The SWP has a new theatre group, and
| possibly more muscle in Equity, Rock
fAzainst Racism s new offiee, and
Woman a5 yet na funds and &
chr they have 1o rena Bun

VS by dsked jor

Un!ted States

the success of the Gay News Défence
Committee

A lot of the strength and enthusiasm
for the GAA comes in the afterglow of
the success of the Gay News Defence
Committee. Their demonstration on
|Feb 11 was the biggest ever show of gay
{powgr in this country. With these
loriging it is not surprising that the GAA
jh.n- adopted a policy of single issug
Ipolitics. They are concentrating their

= lcampaign at the moment on W H Smith

{{W H Smith's have refused 10 stock Gay
News). A picket, attended by up to
forty peaple, was held outside W H
|Smith’s Notting Hill branch on Mar 18
{1t was relatively successful despite lack
{of numbers. During a confrontation
iwith a woman who was abusing people
{an the picker ane man was arrested
fwhen he wold her 1o fuck off {indecent
Har He wa

1age)

then used as a

Turday morning shoppars discovar homose x

Anti-war Gl serves llfe term

fesert. Fhe

a and his friends

stffered by K
came to a head when Kombos was him-
i self drafted to Vietnam and decided to
go AWOL instead

s sann caplured, and after
1being severely beaten-up and serving
isiz manths i the stockade, he was
thrown out of the army and seat home
1o Chatanooga. Once thers, he became
{involved with the Student Nrmv/urrlcnl
ICaordinating Committee {SNCC) and
Lits attempts to educare black youth
laboul their own history and what was
really happening in Vietnam. This
carned him the constant dttention of
the local potice and at one point they
tried to frame him and two othess for
,wver.ol robberies, but bungled the
{ attempt so effectively that all three
were acquitied

He was soon an the run again,
however, after being arcested for con-
tempt when he refused to testify befare
the Hamiltan Grand Jury ‘investigation”

i W

)
Larenzo “Kombos

1 into the Black Power movement in

{Chatanoogs. He decided that now was
| the time for & dramatic protest and so,
Lin February 1969 at Atlanta airport, he
\hoar(hd a plane bound for Miami
‘bhunh alter take-off, he produced a
gun and announced that he was
cammandeering the plane 15 a "protest
{ against the war in Vietnam and the

| domestic war agamst Black America,
especially the attacks on the Black
Panther Party and the SNCC.

The plane ianded in Cuba, where
Komboa sought political asylum,
arranging with Cuban officlals to stay
there for a few months and then to
travel, with a Cuban passport, to Czecho-
siovakia 1o stay with African students

i

bargaining piece by the palice to lw
and stop the picket, unsuccessfulty, |
glad 1o say.

GAA has its laws, We may find that
the Gay Movement has neither the -
energy nor the numbers to sustain
campaigns such as the Gay News
Defence Committee and single issue
politics can tend to highlight some
aspects of oppression to the detriment
of the whole, eg. the damage 1o
feminism done by the concentration on
the demand for the vote. Also, the
cantinued association of the GAA with:
Gay News {sexist rag for gay men) can
do nothing but alienate the Alliance
from lesbians and the Women's
Movement, t

The address of the Gay Acuvm
Alliance is: GAA/Lamda, Box 449,
Ship Street, Brighton BN1 1oy,

ual

PRy A kidnapped him from his hed, drapged
4

om Wondhousc

y on the streets of Notthag Hilk

Vit short stay

a Pray
oIy minister’s

fore

tha hould o 1o'the US
v Lo ger an' American passpart
ourse, a frap and security

wting for him with & plane

to the FBEin New York
1 he made a run Tor it as
ok him out of the embassy
wmed to East Berdin, where he
¥ he ¢ mU stay with African

tudents, His freedom didn's Tast long,
w in nynl(," |114 1969 the CIA

pim and smuggled him across the
| Border 1o the US cansulate i West
erlin. There he was told that he was
suspec ted “communist intelligence
1" and asked to sign a “‘confession™
He refused and was systematically
tortured for & week by being deprived
of sieep, and by the use of drugs which
made him vomit and defecate continu-
ously. After this, he m’gm.-d the
‘confession’” and & "voluntary
repatniation”” farm und was taken bﬂ
to the USA.

At his trial in Newnan, Georgia, & red
neck jury and a racialist md;e sent hin
1o prison for life. He has received little
support from outside the US,
under constant threal from v’u
screws. Hhis former Marxist-
comrades now regard him a8 @ traitor
because, after correspondence with
several anarchlsu hemlam‘

62959, USA.




Irmgard Moeller

"It is hard to think of a modern love
d more havoc'
rver Oct 23 '77) This quote is
nd

| his infidelity broke up the marriage,
| Ulrike took a relentless reve No
1bule

2| affair that has cau
(Obse

yrd of her making the film /
vomen in borstal, fighting
the late

meant to describe
eadership of the

the formation
RAF. For

y arm

ent ir

|
1S lon,

St the

then its women reac men portray the woman g

who

elationship,
fight for liberation as altogether
senseless."—~Gudrun Ensslin

The attempt on Irmgard Moeller’s

disappointed them. "' was a 1S a4 prop
religious blue stocking when she fell in

| {love with Klaus Rainer Rohl. He

Irmgard Moeller Iclaims he taught her politics. When '

.
Women fail to defeat new SPUC s
New Zealand now has one of the
world's most repressive abortion laws.
The legislation, based on the findings
of the Royal Commission on
Contraception, Sterilisation and
Abortion severely limits the grounds
and procedures for abortion. The
woman must first go to her own
doctor, then to a specialist and
finally to two certifying consultants
(one of whom must be a gynaecologist)
who will decide whether or not her

case fits the criteria for abortion. By
which time it will probably be too

s10sn7

llate

| A Statutory Committee has been
{set up which will act as the country’s
1‘|h..mun mafia, appointing consultants,

s 1o hospitals and

sure that abortions

srounds

Christchurch N land. marcl e abortion le
ndment prohibit e il —_— S

r Muldoon pushed

labortion wh and foetal abnormality which Prime Minis

en er to tr abortion. Rape
{physical or mental alth of the ire definitely not sufficient grounds |the legislation through all night sittings
|woman can be averted by any othe for a termination, according to the |while many pro-abortion MPs were
{means. The practical effect of this new law, and the use of prostoglandin, |absent indicated the lengths to which
[clause will be 1o totally outlaw legal [menstrual extraction and the IUD are the government was prepared to go to

[technically illegal

The pandering of politicians to anti-
abortion organisations such as SPUC
vas blatantly obvious throughout the
debate, and the ruthlessness with

repress and virulently attack women's
;uuhl,
The country’s only abortion clinic

has closed and will not be able to re
open under the new law. The only
alternative for those women who have
600 dolfars to spare is a flight to
Australia where abortions are more
S 78 |freely available, and for those without

. !n\ back to the backstreet butcher

“ Sisters Overseas Service (SOS) are

“m.mmnu trips to Australia and hopes
!ln charter flights to Sydney — again
= |it's one law for the rich and another
B | for the poor. Many women's groups

j‘hm,c indicated that they are prepared
|to break the law and learn to do
|abortions themselves if necessary
Protest throughout the country has
{ |been constant — with angry
demonstrations in the major cities and
towns. MPs' homes have been attacked,
churches have been “desecrated” and
government buildings have had
windows broken. In Christchurch a
group of black clad women marched
into the Catholic cathedral during
mass, and laid a wreath for all those
women who will suffer under the new
law. This caused a storm of reaction
within the church and around the
country. Women are going to fight
back until our right to control our
bodies is won again.
[JMargaret Flaws

IWOME!
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g abeg gL, sunp/Aey goioz

ll| practice

| haven't got the courage to assume

___|hands. In reality they’re less respectabl

| life took place because the existence
{of every woman guerilla destroys this
picture. Found on October 18 in hep
cell with severe knife wounds, she'js
kept in solitary confinement
wough her sentence has run outs
far her
10 s that

ng brought
ny of ex RAE

1 lo ensure

being

S Carmen Rollb s
re both released
*r 5 months in the
L 7kt (control units). Thereisa
growing international campaign to 3
free Irmgard Moeller. Those interested
in spreading that solidarity to this
country should contact Black Aid
through Box 71, Rising Free, 182
Upper Street London N1.
] Annette ;
@ The petition which has been circulati
among Italian left writers, directors an
intellectuals in support of Irmgard
Moeller has caused a furore in the
Italian Communist Party. The petition,
which first appeared in the magazine
Cinema Nueve, was instigated by
Franca Rama, actress and founder of
R| Soccorso Rosse (Red Aid), and actor
and playwright Dario Fo, joint authors
of the play Ulrike Meinhof which Ram:
performed last year. Fo also wrote
Death of An Anarchist, a play on Pine
It is the number of Communist
signatories, among them Carlo Lizzani
and Bernardo Bertolucci, that has
embarrassed the PCI. !
Communist MP and minor poet
Antonello Trombadori denounced the
§ | petition in an open letter to the
i communist paper L'Unita, accusing
Rama and Fo of making “no distincti
between political ideology and the
crimes of the people they are defendi
because they agree with them in
The only difference betweens
them and actual terrorists is that they

responsibility for their actions, and Fisks
their lives with a machine gun in theif

than the terrorists)"’,
Later Trombadori started a counterss
petition “‘against Fo and people like hifns
who spread confusion and try to make
common criminals into martyrs of the
system"'

Fo's reply to these bleatings began X
| “Trombadori is a terrorist. Not in the =8
| sense of creating terror. No, he doesn'ts

point a pistol, but his finger, and if you
take a close look at the end of his
|index finger, you'll see the sights ofd
gun where the nail should be.
| Trombadori's finger is hollow inside,
with ‘spiral of violence' rifling. The
|swollen muscle connection from index:
to thumb is actually a breech loaded
| with an anti-petition and recoiling Wi
‘good intentions’, and concealed in the
| remaining three fingers folded into thes
palm of his hand, is a magazine with B
fifteen .38 calibre rounds and an autos
matic detonator. Trombadori fires
anathemas! Every time he touches the
trigger he yells, ‘If you move I'll shoo!
| He normally uses the ‘silencer of
| distinction” . . . and fires at people
sign petitions in defence of civil righ
His latest victims are the signatories
a document published in Cinema Nuek
which publicly accuses the West Gern
| courts and prison authorities of Bonn
|of abuse of power, and mental and
| physical violence inflicted on a priso
named Irmgard Moeller. Our infallible
| self-appointed sharpshooter Trombadors
would be a lot better off pointing hist &
firearm-finger at the judicial system an
prison authorities of West Germany «
etc. etc JTany Mitchell
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third year

qimv.u the bloody military takeover in
| Argentina in March 1976, tens of
{

thausands have either been Killed,
| arrested, tortured
‘ trial, or have
have re

imprisoned without
lisappeared. We

ed information concerning

simply

ust one these people

28th last year, Nelida
1 41 year old member
an Mo
{arrested at Buenos Airies [nt
Airport

children

|

:‘ On Februarny
| Forti

| Argentinian Libertar

of the

ent, was
rnational

along with 5 of her 6

They were on their way to
Venezuela to join up with Nelida's

husband, who had already been forc
|to
{;ﬂ-lm\‘ as 1ty
{and seized N

| After learning news of the arrests, the

Police stopped the

ing down the runway,

da and her 5 children

On March 6 the (
Society was picketed by

ambridge Union
feminists and
their supporters protesting against the
evening's debate. The motion for
discussion was “A woman’s place is in
the harem"', described by the organisers
as "‘only a joke”
invited for the evening eight were men
and only one was a woman, and the
entertainment was sponsored by
Barclays, the British bank with most
investment in South Africa

Over 150 people,
them students, turned up to join the
picket which was supported by Women's
Liberation, Cambridge Students Union,
Gay Cambridge and the Cambridge
Anarchist Group. The anarchists
{distributed a leaflet among tho!

Of the guest speakers

)y no means all of

ving for th te reqt

o attend

other

with

on the plant
is in the
pickets pot
the debate was

chanting “It's onl
aind “You think
shit™

The demonstrators were continually

insulted by those er ng the L
building; feminists were called

little bitches’ and told that wt

really wanted was a ““good scre and
guest speaker Derek Nimmo persuaded

a fellow Equity membe
picket line by saying
picket, the ust silly girls’

The picket was apparently
unexpected, an indication of how male
dominated Cambridge University is, and
when Princess Anne, the Union Society’s
special guest arrived, the few policemen
present had difficulty in forcing a way
into the debating chamber

The next morning the press had a

to cross the

it's not a real

Unremitting repression enters

vilify

FORA (anarcho-syndicalist union) and
the Libertarian Federation began
organising release work, in very
difficult circumstances. After 15 days
the children were released from custody
but the authorities then denied any
knowledge as to the whereabouts of
Nelida Forti, saying she had at no time
been held in detention

The implications are obvious
Widespread international protest is the
most effective way of bringing pressure
2ainst the fascist regimes of Latin
erica. It's important that as many
people as possible write letters to the
[Argentine authorities (in Britain
Argentineg E 9 Wilton Crescent,
London SW1) demanding Nelida
Fart

mbassy

s releasel

Picket “unexpected” at chauvinist wank

| field day, concentrating almost totally
{on the presence of Princess Anne and
|ignoring the views of the pickets. The
Daily Mirror ran a banner headline
proclaiming “Anne In Mob Fury"”, the
Sun reported that Anne was “‘ambushed
by a mob of furious demonstrators' and
the Telegraph described the pickets as
“humourless bigots", “children who
won't grow up” and “psychopaths”
The Cambridge Evening News was the
only paper to give any space to the
demonstrators’ point of view--eight
lines out of a total of two hundred and
twenty four. Andrew Mitchell, the
Union Society's president, aired his
bigotry in William Hickey's column in
the Daily Express, describing the

and
whole protest to be a

{o doubt if he had
uld have beer

jeens”’

Some of the that the

1ggressive
had wished

peaceful

irds the end of the

ped when

monstrators

eminists

picket was akén over by

" and stressed that the
1 demonstrably

demonstration. Tov
protest ugly scen
police forcibly
e bang

y be

:d d

joors outside the

g chamber. Me
omplied wit
quests to leave, but were then asked
by others to sta sit-down

the

who were
feminists

y. A passive
picket might have lessened
but there were many
feminists present who clearly were not
content with this and felt that the
situation demanded a more active
protest.

fury

of the press

In the end, was arrested or
injured, but the national media took
another opportunity to belittle and
the feminist movement

[JPaul Roberts

no ont

& @ The Women's Liberation Movement
|national information service WIRES
{moves to a new five woman collective
|in York, having been run for its first 2%
|years by women in Leeds. WIRES
|{(Women's Information, Referral and
|Enquiry Service) was set up at the 1975
| WLM National Conference as a
|communication channel for a fast
growing movement functioning
cohesively and efficiently without
hierarchical structure. In addition to
answering continual queries—"Could
|you tell me where the nearest lesbian
group is?", "Could you tell me about
|the various feminist publications
available and where | could get hold of
them?"'—for the movement, and
{building up (and making accessible)
information, WIRES also produces the
|fortnightly internal newsletter of the
{Women's Movement. This is available
|(to women only) at the following rates
|Individual rate £6 (£4 if poor}; Group
|rate £12 (£8 if poor) from WIRES’ new
;udm\-“ WIRES Collective,

32 Parliament Street, York.

i.'\l.xnh 29. Twenty angry feminists
|invade Oxford Street Top Shop to bring
out the connection between sexist
advertising for feminine clothes and
|rape: Top Shop where girls look like
girls and men just look (Capital Radio
and Thames TV ad)

Store detectives leapt on feminists as
they put up stickers like: Just fook?
Rubbish. They leer. They grab. They
rape. and Try running from the fellas
who don't just look in crippling Top
Shop gear. Women shoppers began to
listen and agree with the protest, as
they too saw the connections and
objected to being seen as sex objects.
The manageress adopted a predictable
|liberal line, promising to pass on
i\:umpl.nm:\ .
| Once outside, walls were plastered
| with stickers: Warning. This shop sells
| Rape Gear. Each minute's action cost
| Top Shop money, as customers turned
a sure way of hitting male
organisations! The police turned up, the

feminists slowly made their way off
leaving behind a mass of stickers, and
determined to return if the ads
continued with more women and more
|anger

| @February saw the publication of
Black Rag, Ireland’s first anarchist/
|anarca feminist paper. There are articles
on Italy, Germany, gay politics and
drugs. It's just about the best thing to
come out in Ireland since the Thomson
sub machine gun (except perhaps for
Cormac's cartoons in Republican News)
|Even more amazing is that their offices
|are in the middle of Provie territory on
the Falls Road, rather than the more
|obvious University area. Their first run
was sold out in a week and we're hoping
that despite the obvious difficulties
we'll see number two soon. Their
address is: ¢/o 52 Broadway, Belfast 12
We're getting reports from India of a
libertarian women'’s group launching a
magazine, will keep you in touch. Also
starting soon in Canada is an anarchist
sexuality/gay sexuality periodical
y're looking for articles and
contributions, write to: The Some
People Can’t Read Until Their Backs
Are Against The Wall Collective,
20 Fairview Avenue, Kitchener,
Ontario, Canada N2H 3E8

away

@ Despite rumours to the contrary the
Grunwick strike is still on. Having
achieved an improvement in wages and
canditions in the factory, the strikers

' |now hold out little hope of either re

instatement of workers sacked for
joining APEX, or union recognition,
their two other demands. With APEX
discouraging both mass picketing and
the blacking of Grunwick mail, the only
actions that have posed any serious
threat to Ward and his scab labour
force, the strike committee sees May
14's National Conference on the dispute

tas its likely moratorium. After 20
{months on the picket line morale is low
{and financial resources practically
exhausted. Some fifty of the strikers
have now found other jobs. The
Grunwick strikers need our solidarity
on the picket (8-9.30am weekdays,
Dollis Hill tube) while there is still
time, and our support of the strike
:lun_d (Grunwick Strike Committee,
137,\ High Road, Willesden, London,
NW10)

@ Silver lining in dark cloud over
{rainbow squat . . . the Danish parlia-
ment has reve its decision to
evict Copenhagen’s squatted town
Christiania., on condition that
“affairs are brought up to a legal
|standard

Zero is an anarchist/anarcha-feminist
inewsmagazine produced by a mixed
;cullcclwt‘, mainly from East London,
|(See Anarchism/Feminism in Zerol for
|a statement of our ideas). Zero is
looking for streetsellers (pick up Zeros
from Rising Free—cash returned against
unsold copies) and distributors abroad.
Contact us through address below.
Production. Zero collective. 01-555
6287 (and 01-481 1355 from late May )
¢/o Rising Free, 182 Upper Street,
1lslinglon, London N1, UK.

| Typesetting: Bread 'n Roses (TU)
01-485 4432.

Process Camera: Chris Broad 01-359
4794.

UK Distribution: Publications
Distribution Coop. 01-251 4976.

USA Distribution: Carrier Pigeon,

88 Fisher Avenue, Boston, Mass 02120,
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| Anti-copyright if this credit: Zero
|anarchist/anarcha-feminist
|newsmagazine is given, except for -
|commercial use, for which standard
copyright applies.

INext issue Zero will include a 4 page
\Anti-authoritarian Yellow Pages pull
|out indexing activities/campaigns/
|magazines/presses/groups and networks
|of the anti-authoritarian movement.
Those wishing to be listed should send
a filing card with 1) Group name, 2)
Brief description of activities, and 3)
Updated contact address/phone
number as soon as possible.

|ZERO BENEFIT BOPs back by
|popular demand! Friday May 19 with
Soul Yard. 8-12pm, licence+food. £1
(claimants 75p) at Seven Dials Club,
Shelton Street, Covent Garden, Covent
Garden tube. Be there! Bastille Day
Benefit (and approximately Zero's first
birthday) Friday July 14 with

. See Zero7 or Time Out for
finalised details.

This issue Zero grows to 16 pages, and
lits cover price to 25 pence. The price rise
is unashamed (a third more pages for a
quarter more cost) and does nothing to
alleviate our precarious financial
position. Outlet and distribution costs
|account for a full half of the cover
lpriu-, leaving just 12.5p to filter back
!lnwards Zero’s basic production costs,
currently £600 an issue. Disregarding

| the increase to 16 pages, typesetting
|and print costs have risen 20% this
lissue, Zero needs urgent financial
|support. You can support Zero with a
{subscription even if you can’t

| contribute cash. 200 subscriptions will
|underwrite one issue.

| Zero collective is currently in the
process of restructuring itself to sort
out the problems that have arisen so
far. For the foreseeable future we have
also decided that the collective will be
closed to men joining, and that up till
the next issue it will be closed
altogether, to allow a stable period
during which change can take place.
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3narchists meeting in 1884,
1 1886 as the date for 3 united
ght hour day. it was during this strike
Wwas theown 3t pofice for w five
g $1 Wﬂmn‘wmg‘
23 smwmmﬁqmm

a fitde fidh
0es 4 way, and there are a number
Feasons wity one day out of 365 should he
an nternatinnal socalist strike. May 1
: alty been held to be the first day of
See for exampie the old folk song Hel and

We were up long before the day o
weloome it the suminertime,
6 wedcome v the May o.

Fer Summer is acoming m

And Winte's yone Juay

8 & Jay for children to decorate Maypoles
N 1ibbons, 3 time when crops
RGeS way -0 SAOFL it was & Fime for

ertiliry
BINED o0 tverybody s minds. And while rituat
D mught differ from place 1o place, Mayday
of celebration, hope and awakening.
Bh wouldn't be a bad reason at all for deciaring it
i 'S own. But as | said carlier, alf this
30 much speculation
I8 certain & that May | was chasen at an
al Socialist Congress in Paris in 1889, The
b Nad seen 2 steady growth in the socialist move-
Eurcpe and elewhere. And the two
called in Paris i 1889 represented both
th and the diffcrent tendencies within the
ent. Ovie Congress was cafled by the French
and was an 'emioently respectable and
y assemblage’ & Freedom put it. The
gress had been popularly called the
ore because its delegates had a majority of
n Social D who were supposed 1o be
bt brother Karl. But the

anarchist communism was flousishing.
il Democrat transtator refused 1o put his
into English and German. An English anarchist,
Kitz, clashed with Keir Mardie over the
of what was realfy happening in Britain
5 of “Hurrsh for Anarchism!™ were much to be
and finallty wheo an anaschist speaker was not
ited in a debate by the chasr a punch-up
which resuited in the anarchists being
d from the hall. Meanwhile the other Cangress
od for an international day of solidarity. ft
off to a good star
thar as the partismentary socialis’s on rhe conti
were concerned May | was intended 1o be 2
of solidarivy, with processions and speeches
o5, The anarchists wanted sometiing consider
y fively. In France both in )0 and 1891
were violent icidents. |t wias act the
meted out to anarchwsts arrested aft
with police m 1891 which inspired Ravachol
b at the houses of (he judge and
tor. In England the anaschists together with
the more leftist of the sociabists
Twedy demonsts ation, bul in the

Fwith pursuing merely 2 more for
An the carly 1899 this oy |
i Jors not the (st
i May which was all that the official trades
i other soclalist groups were prepared
& boncession 1 international sulidar ity
‘w the demonstrations o England were
Sparked off by the dockers and gas

56 1889 3 huge wave of trade union argan
Spread ol over Britain and the inftiatives of

(o g warkers had devited the dea

S wese only for the Labour aristo-

d up s 1595 1his mew miliancy

i many of the sevall new unions were
the pressure of economic slump and

wwova{bm in 1890 the
full flood. On Thursday May 1

>

from
Atiacked at Clerkenwell Green. The authorities
Seemed 0 have had a clear idea as to whese the
By 1891 the revolutionady spposition was mach
weakened. As Justice, the paper of the Social
mnic Federation, remarked: “The wave of

rial organising which swept over the metropolis
18 months ago extended 10 the provinces and there
i has mot yet spent its forge. But in London there
€an be no doubt there is 4 ceaction; and men are in
numerous cases backing out of the recently formed
fnions 25 rapidly as they rushed in . . ." And it was
more than uaion members who were bBacking out
1n March 1891 Ravachol’s bombs had exploded in
Paris. Due to his incredible indiscretions he had been
arrested at a restaurant. In revenge for g arrest the
PESTauFANG Was blown up i April. Al this bad created
orvetfiing of @ sty and the English anasehists had
started up 2 bit-of (verbal) tercorisen of their uwn.
The SociatDemocras became wary of being thought
in the same bag, Justice wi 365 day
lodd the anarchisis might ch
the capitalists, blowing up ;
pnd making 1 lnal end of the
of exhibiting their remendaus powers o any
pther 364 days they must fix upon the Tstof May,
which assuredly is no anmiveisary of theiss (sic), to
Create vseless and disorganised disturbanges. ' And
diter describing the anarchisi ranks x dled with
ppolice spies they went on’ "Therefore Social Demo-
Krats, who have no faith whatsoever in the.efficacy
of unorganised individual violence, are obliged Lo
[disavow all connection with, or vesponsibility for,
Anarchists and Anarchism either in London or
cisewhere . . '

ot of Jays

What this meant in short was that they weren't
going to do any thing on May 1. It was left to the
@narchists 16 call a demonstration in Hyde Pack
which was attended by only about 700 people. They
made up foc this with heavy speeches. Lowise Michel,
for example, said: ‘Let us salute every act of revolt,
salute everyone who smashes windows in shops;
salute robbers becanse they 100 are in revolt against
jsociety , salute revolt in every form . . ." In the
evening a much more successiul meeting was held at
Mil £MM;qunhmof prople

anarchist paper Commonweal reported: ‘It is worth
noting that the most revolutionary sentiments were
{the best received’. What is meant here by ‘most
revolutionary”’ can be taken to mean ‘most violent'
fand the following can be taken as typical

. let the dockers get revolvers (oo, and don't let

| ali the corpses be on one side. “Intimidation”™ is

| the name of the gwme and let us have plenty of it
The capitalists have entered into a conspiracy 1o

| crush the workers by starvation. A few pounds of

| dynamite placed in close proximity to the wharves

| would “erush™ capitalists and blackiegs most

effectively . . .

i The trouble with this sort of thing was riot that it
Was neoessarily wrong in its 515 buf that it
remained overwhelmingly unaccomplished

But not completely so. In eady January 1892 a
group of anarchists were arrested in Walsall and
‘charged with conspiracy to manufacture Bombs, The
(conspiracy had been instigated by a police agert but
Fiad beety carried on by the Walsall anarchists to a
istage sufficisnt 10 provide enough material evidence
iwith 4 confession from one of them, to convict al
four. On hearing the news of the conviction David
{Nicoll, the editor of the Commenweal published a
{wald picce in the paper calling, in effect, for the
|assassimation of the judicial worthse
{resull was a rud on the Comronwed and
1of Nicol! op an incitement to murder " charge, Thise
1events provided an enormous, if transient, 9',{‘%\;'%—
letic interest in anarchist ide; 2 weas at
fthe weekend. and both that weekend and the woek
{end before targe crowds were addressed by the
anarchisrs who witnessed the fargest Sale of anarchin
{lirerature they had ever seen. Hawever beneath the
harassment and confusion catsed by the police rads,
the anarchist movement wat growing.

There were disputes over the question of revols-
Iﬁonaﬂf violences; there were personal squabiles, but
there was ro doubt that revelutionary wiolence,
[particularly on the continent, established anarchists
148 & serious movement. F‘grthumon, when slump

o ‘;-im icil mct:“
3 employers it uced widespread bitterness,
i tar the time 2 popular readiness (o listen

'ﬂ anarchist message..
The May 1 demonstration in Hyde Park in 1893 did

But the growth
reflected in activi
ithe way it had
battle of ideas
artracied some meaty opposition, In F
the anarchist Martial Bourdin had blawn
n Greenwich Park by means of 4 bomb that
probably about to test on Blackheath, Some
anarchists thought fit 1o make a lot of
laiming Bourdin as a martys to the workers'
(Alter alt had be not dared to take Steps prep
Lo an act designed to throw ferror into the
classes etc. etc.). This campaign had backfired.
[Bourdm’s funeral were large aumbers of [
tried o break through the poalice cordon and W .
phe hearse. Some of them were conscious reaction-
jories but most were ‘ordinary’ people (whateves
meant]. There had been further trouble in Peckham.
where police co-operated with ‘constitutional J
Peckhamites’ ro break up anarchist meetings. These
essons had not been lost on the police. ook

On May 1 1894 the anarchists were holding their
meeting in Hyde Park in advance of the arrival of
legal revoationisis’. And the police, together w!
[mab of heavies they had recruited, attacked one
the platforms. The C weal correspondi
wrote ‘they defiberately struck at, and with both
fists, any comrade they knew (and they kmu.a »

now pretty well) . .. | saw Banham pui
kicked, Tochatti brutally struck in the head ar
face, Leon kicked and struck in the face and |
spectacles struck and smashed on his eyes . . .
jour flags and a platform were destroyed by a n
detectives, who justified the criticism L had
bestowed on them by knocking him down
kicking him .. " And many other people "

This incident was not alone. In

anarchist speakers were arrested and sent

ana in Manchester was.

of 1894, Scandal and Susmcn:’ were
maovement over the activities pdhnw
provocateurs. Nevertheless, the anarchist
o May 1 had appearcd to prove a 1 s >
example. In reply to a snotty leader in a wvmg#ﬁ
@ writer in the anarchist journal Liberty wrote o

1895 May Day: 3

*. .. we anarchists are always saying that the
exploiters and profit-mongers are not a bit afraid
of pleaty of empty show and brass bands on 4
legitimate law and ordered holiday; because it
don't mean nothing significant done that way.
we are not going to “dwindle inta insign

| as you put 1. No fear! Significance don't lie in
| numbers or show bul in spirit and proof of a - : ¥
| determimation to do things independant . .. Look .|

: here, in ‘93 onty us held a May Day meetingin . |

i the Park and preached the meaning of it. In 94

| the SDF didn’t fike to be left behind because the
| prople are taking to the idea of "no politics™
| fast for them, so they turncd out too. In 1895
| there’s us and SDF and ILP and Unions; that’s
I Mdwindling” an 't 112 And what puts you out
i

of all 15 the obstinate fact that the raln washed
all the parliomentary demonsirators and left
our attentive crowd with the field to ourselves.
And as the people walked away they were heasd
saying “it was plainer-every year which Iot wasin
carnest ovd which was only playingat it "

Yei for all their protestations the anarchists were
to dwindle into insignificance with hoﬂ'ifying, i
rapidity I 1896 they held aMay | alore.
In 1897 no meeting was held. This sudden detline
was lirked with a period of resignation and
aftes thve labotr storms of the early "90', a rise
liingotm and royalism and a steady growth of
influence of reformist ang glectoral sockalist
tendencies. tn T894 the Commonwew/ had |
Liburty collapsed in 1896. Twis nore papers
collapsed in 1897 and by 1”&, o

Some 700




Petra }(rausc is reputed by Interpol to be the
coordinator of the non-existant conspiratorial
[group to which the authorities have given the
[News of the World worthy name: International
Anarchist Organisation.

The powers of this woman, who started life in
Auschwitz, are so amazing that she is even capable
of personally committing a crime in Italy whilst
being held in a cell in Switzerland. The crime was
non-appearance at her trial in the Milan Court of
Assizes in November 1976 for allegedly burning
down the FaceStandard building (owned by
ITT) on the 22nd of June 1974. In fact she was
in Zurich prison, in total isolation, in a cell

3.80 metres by 1.70, with one hour a day exercise.

On top of this she faces charges implicating her
in (he theft of war materials and armaments from
[Swiss military bases in Zurich and Algeria in
November 1974, explosives which, according to
West German police, were later used by members
of the Baader-Meinhof group in an attack on the
German embassy in Stockholm(!). Amongst other
crimes she is alleged to have committed are
armed robbery, harbouring criminals, subversive
associations, housebreaking, forgery,
impersonation, and aiding and abetting. She had
been held by both since 1975 but in 1977 an
Italian group, Soccorso Rosso (Red Aid)
managed to obtain her temporary release pending
frial in ltaly, followed by Switzerland and then
Germany.

Understandably she decided to maintain
secrecy over her line of defence, but unfortunately
only consented to grant an interview 1o the
Italian centre-left political/cultural glossie
weekly L Espresso and to no other papers.

In this interview she describes her personal and
political development.

"Petra Krause was born in Berlin in 1939, of
Jewish parents. She was imprisoned in Auschwitz
when she was a few months old. Her family was
exterminated and Petra survived only because she
was used in medical experiments to find out how
much liquid a baby s stomach could hold before
the baby went into a coma. Her body still bears
the scars. As a girl in Germany she describes
herself as constantly needing to know “who | am
and where | came from” as for the generation of
Nazism recent history was taboo, and she says,
““As a result, my first ‘political’ impulse was the
spontaneous need to fathom out and come to
terms with my own fear. Even now | can’t talk
of my own fear with detachment."”

In 1957 she went to live in Taranto, S. ltaly,
where she came in contact with Communist
Party militants amongst the fish-sales women
and dockers. She returned to Germany, married
in 1959, separated in 1964 after having a son
(who is now battling for Petra’s freedom), and
returned to Milan (1964). She says of this time:

“I lived in Milan; I'd split up from my husband
and was broke. All | had was a son, a cat,and a
goldfish. Then | found a job as a translator for
a plastics firm (about £45 a month). Apart from
my work mates | didn’t know a soul except
for. Anna Trogu, Marco's nursery teacher, an
anarchist full of enthusiasm, who's dead now.
Everything changed because of Anna. After a
few months | was active in the anti-nuclear
movement. We had great conviction = [ thought
it should be everyone's duty to find out about
crucial probiems."" The anti-nuclear movement
included radicals (mostly), libertarian-
communists and anti-Stalinists.

Her polizical commitment 1o non-violent
anarchism changed when she joined the Radical
Party and as police harassment of her increased
(after she lent her passport to a Spanish woman
militant who was arrested at the border) and
her main commitment moved towards “the
communist revolutionary struggle” and “to
the fe st movement, which | wasn’t actively
committed to, but which | was drawn to,
especially after the experience of my failed
marriage.” Her world-wide interest in
political affairs must have made her an easy
victim of the amazingly fertile imagination of
Interpol and other neo-Nazi “security"”
organisations. In ltaly, she describes how she
“‘got involyed in militant and risky work -
doing counter-information research with some
comrades for the book Strage di State (The
State Massacre — a counter enquiry into the
Pinelli- Valpreda-Calabresi affair carried out by
members of the Italian extra-parliamentary
left, which clearly established collusion between
the Italian police and fascists in covering up the
bomb attacks of 1969).

Her criticisms of Zionism, as opposed to her
desire for the construction of socialism in Israel,
also made her unpopular with Zionist

8 propagandists, at the time of Arab-Israeli

«Red bitch,we

didn’t manage

to gasyouat

Auschwitz but
won’t

live much

longer»

‘Terrorist conspiracies’ have in recent
years become the ‘raison d’etre’ of
that well known extension of the
Third Reich, Interpol. Latest victim of
these fabrications is Petra Krause. A
thirty eight year old Italo-German
citizen, imprisoned without trial for two
and a half years in Switzerland,

she now faces the threat of a

further fifteen years, probably in a
‘model’ West German jail.

war in 1967, who were trying to-alter the Italian
left’s support for the Palestinian movement. She
was verbally warned that her life was in danger

and also started getting threatening letters:

“Red bitch, we didn't manage to gas you at
Auschwitz but you won'’t live much longer,"”

The first of these were anonymous, but later they
were signed by Giustizieri d’ltalla (a fascist group).

Petra Krause was active in many campaigns,
including a society started in Frankfurt to
distribute Italian left wing publications there,
through the underground bookshops to reach
the 500 th d Italian emig However,
the climate in the FDR, she states, “‘was still
more hostile than in Italy, and when' the heat
was on with the RAF it was getting hard to
breathe.” Eventually she came to be accused

of ‘connivance’ with the Baader-Meinhof
group. But she explains:

“In fact all I did was to publicly support the
rights of political prisoners. Isolation, beatings,
the new scientific methods of sensory
deprivation — it was the condemnation of these,
first in West Germany, then in Milan, by the
Democratic committee for the defence of
political prisoners that caused a scandal. | was
and am involved in it in the same way as | was
with anti-fascism in Portugal or Chile, because

I am convinced that the FDR is the heir of

the Third Reich. It's a bitter conviction,
probably a political version of my fear as a child.
I've always felt the recurring danger of German
capitalism, and now the European left is talking
about Germanization. As for the RAF, | think
one needs time before passing judgement, apart
from saying that the lack of a proletarian
following is.a limiting factor for anyone advocating
revolution.”

The rest is silence, as Petra Krause and her
lawyers painstakingly plan their long battle
against a long list of charges. In court on the
Italian arson charge (the Face Standasd building)
Petra Krause had the following to say: “Because
of my political and human convictions | can
only state the name of the person responsible
for the attack and the fire when all the partisan:
of the second world are free, when the
anarchists falsely accused of the bombs in
Piazza Fontana are given full compensation,
when the real circumstances of the death of
Guiseppe Pinelli are made public from the
police files, when the anarchist Marini, found
guilty of defending himself against fascist scum
is free, when reforms are seen to be applied to
the penal and penitentiary code, and when the
just struggles for detainees in Italy are no longer
drenched in blood.”

[J Tony Mitchell

Petra Krause: Close encountress with the Third Reich
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he trned out to be thirty-nine year old machinist

Yiannis Serifis who was arrested on Oct, 31 '77,

en days after the attempt against AEG, and has

been held in custody since then on charges of murder
Se.

fis
nt

was one of hundreds of thousands of Greek

orke

'mi

in Germany. For ten years he
vorked tt e fo

AEG and owing to his class activism

workers prevented his dismissal or
deportation. During the Greek military regime he was |

" : ¢ ’ 2 nember of the ‘20th October’ group. In Octob
{Since the fall of the junta in ‘73 t ¢ sta as & SFOURS. I SAtater
- i (L itins lﬁ : N 73 the Greek state has been working overtime to integrate ur members of that organisation were arrested by
e 2 int ope CO 0 } 3 Rar - th 1 )
reec 0 Europe, in collaboration with West Germany. Although along with the other S onat 1 Oth Ocrober
eXx-rascist states 1gal hershio n N Rs o 8 v K tha ©olice-chief, the
a rsShip may still be several years aw 1y 3
)€ ng cl to bring about th quisite conditions
|
wid u n
) ts leading up |
Kasir dictions, the
| it § e )
murde ¢ 3 ¥ 51 & 3 X 1. Wi S hool his comrade Kasimis when
Salidarit . 3 contriButic sl ol 5 " el ? iccording t police version of events he had ample
Psctor in eith \ ’ o AL Y palic e vany opportunity to shoot the policemen and help Kasimis
s : of th wounded in the head. An armed engagement ensued pe?
sentences of t risoners o attack from the n which the two police were slightly wounded a 50
state. We hope that by detailing 2nts leading to were two members of the group. In spite of this they 2. The identification of Serifis from photographs by
the murder of Christos Kasimis and the subsequent

managed to

scape

The police version of the events was launched the
next day with statements by the notorious chief of
the Piraeus police (and well known torturer)

treatment of Y
be affe
Along with other groups or individuals who
attacked various German targets (consulates at Patros
and Iraklion, firms' representatives etc.) one revolution-
ary group under the name of ‘Internationalist
Solidarity" attempted to place bombs at the factory of
the German firm AEG in Piraeus, on the night of
Oct In their statement to the press they said
‘As the appropriate expression, in the act of inter-
national revolutionary solidarity, and within the
program and the prospects of the class struggle in our
country, against the establishment, we took the
decision to hit the German multinational corporation
of AEG. International Solidarity is our duty, it is an

annis Serif
for the better

5 that his position too may
Cled

|of the two policemen. This version is as follows: the
|two policemen, while on patrol spotted someone
(Kasimis) doing something that they regarded as
|suspicious. They approached him and asked for his
[papers. At first he pretended he would give them but
[then tried to run away. The policemen struggled with
{him and disarmed him, they heard shots and turning
|round saw three or four people approaching them
{shooting. One of these broke away from the others,
\umc up to within one metre of them and shot
|Kasimis in the head, ‘so that he doesn't talk’! Then he

integral part of the very class st shot and wounded the two policemen and the group
{48aInst international bosses a1 £5(¢

,’(H,rvrn-l\ 4 F
| Ad i I

ug r country,

the

ape

nd

then

someone whe ild be ac

y problem for

1sed of t

n the or

Karathanasis and which was verified by the testimonies \4 Medical evidence shows that Kasimis did not fight

the two policemen has been proven to have been
arranged in advance

3, Their statement that Kasimis was shot at point
{blank range has been refuted by forensic evidence

|with the police, as they claim, before he was shot.

Serifis continues to be detained in Koridallos
|prison, Piraeus, officially under interrogation. The
campaign to have him freed is greatly hampered by
the continuing police terrorism, house and office
|searching, seizure of papers etc. More importantly,
{his fellow workers have been unable to organise to
|help through the dispersion of the most militant
elements (mainly through dismissals; 43 workers,
Serifis among them, were fired by AEG alone). The
Solidarity Committee for the liberation of Yiannis
|Serifis ask for support, for donations, and for
publicity. Their address is: Nicos Karamanlis,
Akadimias 74, Athens, Greece

» anarchist mo
The authorities’ campaign against the anarchis

Bibliothiki (World Books)
{Black Rose) bookshop in Athens :
After demonstrations against the

Photo above shows

serment began with the May Day
an anarchist publishing group
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¥ for absorbing the growing dissent within
China by staging an official cult
of eriticism, ended abruptly with
the arrest and rehabilitation of

many of its ¢ al participants.
Things clearly got out of hand-
those detained at the close were
accused of holding the very

= cri only weeks earlier

had been @ y encouraged, and
many Red Guards found it expedient to
: )

S t grac, and 1s m
scussion of the | opposition
ments of that period, Whither China?
4 erning Socialist Democracy and
@ L egality. Both these statements are
contained in the 70s Group's collection
The Revolution Is Dead Long Live The
Revolution which also contains Yu Shuet’s
Dust Of Rationality and Wu Man's
introduction to Revelations That Moved
The Earth To Tears, and which is
still the best writing on recent
events in China. Yu Shuet was interviewed in
Zero A. Her book Sacial Personality In China,
co-written with Wu Man, has just been
published (although not yetin
English). The Hong Kong
libertarian magazine Minus 7
describes itas a
‘mind-blowing job’.
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Jiving expecience in Chipa, can
s (e kind®o? depoteatic mm%
aee gronted” How aee the
Hights provided by the constitution being
werice” How can people’s opinives be
o 1he decssion makers!
Concepts like ‘¢ il
» us we were not familiar with the
mor did we bave any knowledge of
erseas Chinese might know the constitution
we do.
Prior 1o the cultwral revolution, there were
where people put forward their opinton to
ision makers. We merely obeyed the Party
ourselves 1o accept the Party's education. For
g duri?j‘high school davs there was a team
ation' which ensured that we only listened to
uctions of the Party, seldom doubting the
ibility of the Party branch.
dents being fike this, the peasants are even more
at. Paying no aitention whaisoever Lo the

0. drution, they are very realistic. Only at the brink

mr do they stir things up. Generally speaking,

g cares for the constitution because what is
Stipulated in the constitution may not be implemented
| reality.

L Say for imstance the case of the People’s Congress—
je only know that this is a national meeting called
{ n by the Party. As to how the deputies of the
le’s Congress are elected, we dont know 2 thing.
have never clected any deputies. We only learn that
and so are representing us to attend the People’s
ress from unconventional sources, and that they
back as the Congress has flopped, again from
peonventional sources.
Kir Shaet: In no cases are there objections o the
s policy. All that the people are sxpected to do
jto conlirm ectness of the Party by actions
the Great Leap Forward” the
omote production. Heads of
ghve false reports on the
e Party’s
e in a much

duction
antity of production
olicy. As a result, the ¥
it amount of public grain ta the
15 met with hunger. One | o W e
auke he reported the actual guantity of production,
this same 2ct won himy the respect of the
ASANLS,

the! tas been soid refors e the
Wle Cisirral Revoiution. 5 Lhe

2

aliy di ] i
e 8 5
g the Cﬁtrural Revalution, the people
i use of the 'Four Great Freedoms™ to
ise the cadres, but this kind of criticism never
went beyond the narrow confines of Mao's thought,
wk Hoi: At the beginning of the cultural revolution
ere was an assertion of the importance of democracy
nd the initiation of the masses. This was, however,
imarily aimed at defending the revolutionary line of
irman Mao so that it had its limitations. For
nce, two red guards in Peking once, after
jalysing a speech of Lin Plao, discovered that his
: spend 09 per cent of the time in the works of
, and the other one per cent in learning Marxism-
leninism’* was unscientific, as Marxism-Leninism
should provide the foundation for Mao's thought,
These two people, cotrect though they may have been,
finaily condemned as counter-revolutionary and
trested because their criticism “‘opposed Chairman
aa’s headquarters”
During the Cuitural Revolution, we could even
ise and laurich a struggle against cadres at the
avincial level, but once a cadre had been decided
on by the Party Central Committee ihen they were
from criticisms

In sum, prior 1o the Cultucal Revolution, we had
te faith in the top leadership and tried hard to
pw the instructions. Take, for example, during
Learn from Leieng campaign®, anyone secretly
dng in wrong acts (such as reading ilficit novels)
:" keep on criticising themeelves until they were
di by guilty feelings to give up the act. In fact, the
Revolution erupted under the insteuction of
_and the Kenmen Riboo® served as the Party's
piece
ipite the limitations set by the thoughts of Mao,
have to depend mare on their own independent
 When the people apply Mao-Tse Tung
to the reality, they find that many cadres—
whool’s Party Committee 16 the Ciry
mittee to finally even Mao himself—are corrupt.
ittural Revolution did give rise 10 a group of
who are capabie of analysing questions and
ding independent judgement. People like U 1-Che®
sy be the product of the Coltural Revalution.
Man: The totalitarian personality moulded befure
Situral Revolution was shattered during it. To
‘ ple, there were people condemned as
slutionary for their objection to Lin Piao.
\e have nol been rehabilitated even
fall because have not only
authority of Lin also the logalit-hﬂ
the whole society,

“and ‘democracy’ |

o ¥ that befare e Cultural
Revolution, you were all decile mstruments of the
chrly. How and why s such obedience fo the Purty
being insured? 2

Mak Hoi. Before the Cultural Revolution
(particularly after the Hundred Flowers Bloom)
China had basicafly refuted liberal demaocracy, 3
callmi it capitalistic and regressive. We are told by
he we received that di acy is merely
4 means by which feudalism can be averthrown by
the bourgeoisie and therefore doesn't belong to
the proletariat. We know nothing about the
different strands of thought in the West to the
extent that years after Yugoslavia has been
writicised, we're still not too sure what sort of
society Yugostavia is!

¢ Apart from the education of thought, sbedience
is also ensured by means of administrative suppression.
Forwarding opinions to the class teacher too often
hwill be criticised and recorded as having committed
;mi\uhs, greatly hampering ane's future prospects.
L Many “counter-revolutionaries’ were so

labelled merely because their opinions ran into
conflict with tie Party, Here in China, laws are
'what the leading cadres say, and disobeying their
lauthority means violating the faw. In fact, prior

fto the Cultural Revolution, all those who dared

ito put forward oppositional apinion could not

{but end up tragically.

“Different opinions* were anly tolerated when
ithey were concerned with how to carry out Party
Ipolicy in the best possible way. Hence, one could
{suggest many a way 1o fearn from Lei-feng, and
‘cunuibulr ideas such as breaking down the
\'.\indow panes for steel refining during the Great
{beap Forward, but no oppositional opinions
| were allowed.
at's been said s mainly ¢oncerned with sitUaions
we the Cultural Revelution. Have things « hanged in
v since then
ot b my opinion, Mao Tse-tung knew
y what system he was heading at. His
nisation inevitably led to the corruption of
evolutionary ideals so that he had to Initiate
political movements once Ina while o renew
icadres,
i As for the compatison between the pre- and
ipo&l(uumd Revolution situations, ! feel ihat the
democratic idesls of the people are regressing and
not progressing. Students during the Hundred
‘lFIuwers period had already put forward questions
{c oncerning relations between workers and
[peasants, and the separation of power. This surely
is more progressive than at the Cultural
{Revolution. The control over the people’s thoughts
|is executed through a kind of religious
lindectrination: Communism is good, thereby
| disallowing any form of individualism.

1A new question: you must have kniown that the

| Cuttural Revolution saw the emergence of Shany

| Wir-Lien", who later wrote several famous essays,

{ notably Whither China’® after the Cultural Revolution,
] we olsa have Li 1-Che and their Concerning the
Socialist Demogracy and Le y. What are the
idifferences in their aonalys und solutions to China's
problems!

| Fang Kuwe: | think that we should view them a5 a
process of development. Yang Hsi-K wang was only 19
when he wrote Whither Chira’ Due to his lack of
Eexpevime. what he wrote was somewhat naive. His
lessay is anarchist in spirit but it was impossible for him
|2t that time to cancelve of smashing the entire state
|machinery of China. However, the essay is particularly
{good in critically pointing out the new contradiction of
{the new society, paving the road of rebellion from the
(LT I-Che big character poster. L' viewpoint is

| definitely more mature and | am sure there will be
MoTe Progressive essays to come {for example, there is
\a Fentsin L4 1-Che big character pmm’, although we
:luvc not the chance to read it). However, Li 1-Che, net
{having sufficient social experience, had not touched
'upon questions like corporate management and the
{administration of the State Council either

I‘Vat Hol: The spearheads of Li and Yang's struggies
were directed at the same target. the bureavcracy of
the Party. In their strategies, however, Yang called for
the smashing-up of the entire burcauciatic class and the
setting-up of communes, Li, on the ather hand,
demanded that people may be granted democracy to
guard against the privileged and privileges, and called
for the setting-up of a legal system to ensure the
effective execution of prople’s democratic rights, Li
sow that the replacement of old cadres by new ones
cauid never solve the problem, since the new cadres
themselves would ultimately become corrupted too,
Hence, he regarded demacracy and fegality as the
hetler guarantee.
Yu Shuet: 1 don't thllnk ;ve ;:uould called Ymk i
Hsi-Kwang's proposal naive, but rather, idealistic.
Péwh’st;n'mumol& " has nat been realised
the present ruling machinery is oo appressive

Yu Shuet: But why is there no dem

Yang attributed this to the one-party
however, accepted the oiveparty d
necessary, only that it has to be guar
laws. Can Li's method really solve the pr
forget that the laws he proposed can be a
the rulers! A

A
Wi Man: | think that Yang Hsi-Kwang purifies
ideals and for the first time sows the seeds of
Humanism. Hence, Yang's materpiece can be likenes:
to a beautiful suncise. | was very much astounded by
Yang's essay. For the first time, he made known to the
Chinese people the fact that what China has now is not
Communism. Li 1-Che is mare concerned with the
problem of people’s existence. He had witnessed
slaughter more atrocious than that of the Kuomintang
and the Fascists so that he tended to approach the
question from “the possibility of people’s existence'
| think that there is no such distinction as naive or
mature, between the two. Yang put forward a questi
rn:ulw had forgotten, while Lisald what dared not be
said. 5
Fang Kuo; Yang's idea of the “People’s Commune of
China" is directly influenced by Marx's discussion
the Paris Commune. | once had a discussion, in
with Yang Hsi-Kwang. Upon reading the draft of
Whither China:, 1 suggested that he may think about
Lenin's saying “'State capitalism is still needed during
the dictatorship of the proletariat.” Nevertheless,

Yang's essay was soon published. Anarchism had ¢
been realised in Changsa in Hunan: '* little Red e
{went into the streets to direct traffic and th

twell. However, Changsa is only a very small city wi
Ivery few cars. 1t is questionable whether the same |
|he applied to larger citigs. In my opinion, havi

‘Iakme cannot qualify as being progressive.
1bc Incorpurated with the reality. Enterta

Lalone is o form of regressive act, rather.
i Mak Hoi

demands for der ¥y

backward in this aspe

even whete there are two p
[committees, the feaders

|corrupted, The most basic thing to do now is
{transmitting democratic Ideas (o the people 12
|lhcy can have the courage to check against the ca
{.md protect them from being dvenge:

{Fang Kuo: Many people are keen in the pursuit of
political democracy and economic centralism, For
[example, one needs money to publish newspapers. Ina
{state of economic centralism, such investment can only
|come from the state which, as the hoss of the press,

‘ will certainly not allow the people to criticise the state
{through the press. | believe that true politicians are all
[ pragmatists. As histary has demonstrated, during the
cevolution ideals like equality are held bigh, but after
l!hc revolution, all these ideals will be berrayed.

| Yu Shuet: The reason why Li 1-Che fias heen
suppressed is not that the state cannot accept the idea
of legality, but rather Li dares ta voice oppusitional
opinions. Actually,
| has its flexibility and it can grant the people legality ;
[ soaner or later. We should therefore think in terms of |
| the erisis of all the people [ Minus 7

!Notes

11 The Youth Communist League, ¥ youth/siudent ; -
srganisaton based (o schools but unde direct Pacty control.
Mot Fled Guards go thraugh it o
Launched by Mao in 1958 o festen industrial and eco
undardeveiopment by using The Humas rasources of the
whole country. #. making steel in the Drisck yard.

19, Ottieial definition. “Frendom L0, air Gne"s views, ¢ §

debate 1o tha ful), ard publicise thask yiews in wAll po

LaiFong, & military stident who was praised w 4

w1 & modet of Chinese youth, Lei-Ferg Had :

party all that”

orders forever, and be faithful 1o you

"

hence render
s by the society This s the

b

Chinese 'socialism’, like capitalism, |
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HOW IT ALL BEGAN by
Micheal(Bommi)Baumann.
|(Pulp Press£2)

[ Michael “Bommi’

umann left the
| June 2nd moveme 9

1972 and wrote

this book, which should be read by
‘m.nu‘w.m and leftists of all varieties
| because it’s a remarkab g
frevealing account of how yerfect
|normal person’’ became involved in the
lunderground activities of the Germar
guerilla organisations. It covers h
jexperienc withi ariou U nd
{his criticisms of the ind himself) in
lloaking back over the period )
leads hir K fe that, for him
| guerill it now no longer the
| righ «

He sees that the most important

tin

‘.I'V}M ¢t of the
groups he

of the
ith was the

1ate failur

W

contradiction between their d
authoritarian
actually functic
out actions and
this contradiction that comes out of
the book more strongly than anything
else, through Baumann's o
perception of it, whicl
still fails to come to terms with the
sexism which lies at its heart

it

they

theories and |

way

ned, both in carrying
It's

on a personal level

) nevertheless

ANF

Howit all Began _

o P bt o+ W
With Statements
L
by HEINRICH a0L
& DANIEL COHN~BENDFT

lw T
{al T r
“ 1 )
|used to ru tec
Baumann
ipprentic n th ynstruction sites
he worked on
Later or Ar MU
1968) eventually dissolved becau
|t sroup within nto
Jemand
of ommunal
. said
political prax
In the early seventi the West
Berlin Tupemaros, he admits, [
just pure oppressors of women; it
can't be put any other way.” The
gonsciousness-raising and personal
pulitics of the earlier communes had
now been completely eliminated in

favour of rigid actionism; a situation in
which, he says, the women could no
longer tolerate the insensitivity of the
who treated them as objects,

*pt during the course of actions
treated them as if they were

mnen

vhen they
nen
As the groups became more and

r bers,
duced to
ning essential

ound, some I

the women, were

a subservient role, perfo

preserve the secrecy of the

who actually carried out the

As Baumann
prising that some of
forced into the position

, subsequently cracked under
An
|

s and robberies.

outsiders
d became informers
ing that these
xisted, he can still

interrogation

Jespite req

adictions ¢
it problems within the groups
‘most of us didn't have a woman
ran around for the whole year
without seeing a woman," or ‘‘you can't
bring some chick back to your pad
illegal and no one is
allowed to know about it."
| Although he stands by his past,
saying that the book is his contribution
and experiences, and has no universal
validity, Baumann concludes with a
personal rejection of guerilla activities
because of the objectification and
destruction of personal relationships
| that, in his expericnce, always went
with them. He defines the problem as
one of violence, and the consequent
| pressures of illegality, preventing people
relating to cach other on any decent
{1evel, due to the “fear of love’, which
he sees as the force which led him into
“1e * and which must be over
{come in order to create “human values
| which did not exist under capitalism”.
Therefore, ts “terror” in
¢, his vague use of these
terms serving to mystify the real
flects his inability
t that the

like of

they

because it's

orism’

he re

avour of *

Mavement's
1l with personal politics

mly rooted in its own all-pervading

| it igh to simply
P t pression of womer
P 3 { ssary to confront
t C his tha
v 3a yppraisal avoids

LAND AND LIBERTY:
Anarchist Influences In The
Mexican Revolution.by
Ricardo Flores Magon.
(Cienfuegos Press £2.35)

M
a u ) Da
¢ supplemented
n o his article on Magor
n‘( fuegos Anarchist Review' No
t 1l o ) oft N car
R ition by B. Cano Ruiz from
lierra yerta the r

articles from

between 1910 and 1912

eneracion
by ardo Magon, William Owen and
Antonia de P, Aranjo, There are
manifestos from 1911 concerning the
Mexican Revolution from the Magons
s, Magon's letters

and their colleag

from prison, his obituary by William
Owen. a chronology of Magonist events
between 54 and 1975 and finally a

ull bibliography
Inn s this is an admirable

ompilation, bringing together

ny wa

OUrce
mai and historical framework, Yet
there boaok. It
is quite a task to get a clear pictare of
what happéned in Mexico during the
{periad and assessing the Magonist

some cornfusion in the

linfluence is difficult. There is a fairly
|small sample of Ricardo's own writing
and it is of varying quality. Some of it
|is, as William Owen mentions,
|"“deplorable polemics'" but other
|sections are timeless contributions to
“m.xrchm literature. The writing by
| William Owen, who later became an
editor of ‘Freedom’, also shows
variability. There is a beautiful piece,
‘That Evening At The Beach'but a
strange Social Darwinism betrays a
lwl\.nn elitism in his approach.
Ricardo Magon is at his best when
| writing of Mexico and describing how
| political liberty is of no value without
economic liberty. Here he has much of
|interest to convey to those involved in
| Third World politics today. However he
can also write: ‘‘We Revolutionists
| march onward. The abyss does not stop
us; when the water is falling over the
precipice it is most beautiful. If we die,
we shall die like suns, diffusing light."
A questionable statement, along with:
“Rebellion! It is the shout of men.”
None the less Magon's advice delivered
24 hours before the Mexican Revolution
was excellent and followed to a
significant degree: ‘‘Take the land!
The law tells you that you must not
take it, since it is private property; but
the law which so instructs you was a
law written by those who are holding
you in slavery and a law that needs to
be supported by force is a law that
does not respond to general needs. If
the law were the result of general
agreement it would not need upholding
by the policeman, the jailer, the judge,
the hangman, the soldier and the
| official™

|
|

|

TNTHE
wm\‘w’
ANARCHE S XICAN REVOLUTION
i

ind and Liberty’ can be

j, as can Ricardo Magon,

Although *
T
Cienf

s05 Press and Dave Poole have
provided a very worthwhile historical
reference book mentioned previously
lin ‘Zero’ Cienfuegos Press have acute

financial problems. They have important

material held up through lack of funds,

upport them

rry Westall

| ANDRE BRETON AND THE
|FIRST PRINCIPLES OF
|SURREALISM by Frankiin
'Rosemont.(Pluto£1.80)
|WHAT IS SURREALISM?

| André Breton: Selected

| writings. Edited by
|Franklin Rosemont.
|(Pluto £5)

The predictable flood of harmless
‘I.x\mm\ with which the press has
swamped the Hay ward Exhibition has
{aunched one really damaging attack

REVIEWS

upon Surrealism in the form of an
‘.»\mcnc;m propagandist, Franklin
Rosemont, He has produced a book of
| translations from Breton to provide
{cover for his own bid to become
Leader of Surrealism (which needs no
|leaders) in the English-speaking world,
|in much the same way that his friend
Conroy Maddox mounted at Camden
an cxhibition entitled Surrealism
Unlimited in which his own paintings %
outnumbered those of all the others
he had exploited. Each seeks
authentication-by-association,
Rosemont’s method is to take the
vocabulary of surrealism and distort
its meanings. Revolution is presented
in terms of such antique and simple-
minded allegedly Marxist rigidity that
{nobody of sufficient intelligence or
imagination to threaten his position
will join him. Many free spirits who
would by now have joined the
surrealist movement, to its benefit,
have refused the word as devalued by
such opportunists.

For surrealists, the first principle of
surrealism is self-liberation by
recognition of unity. As understanding
and experience of liberty increases, it
becomes clear that for one to be free,
all must be free. They have rifled the
world to investigate all and any means
which will tend to the liberation of
the individual in her/his innermost being
for a free society. Much has been
learned from Marx—as Rosemont says
(though he never says what, for he
never gives the impression of
understanding Marx or knowing
liberty )—but also from others whose
ideas are not compatible with what
Rosemont presents as the marxist
political prescription—Fourrier, Sade,
Zen, Stirner, primitive peoples, etc.
Marx's critical method has been
invaluable within its limits; but the
political fruits of his doctrine have
added less to the sum of liberty than
they have taken away, since that
doctrine proved very open to
perversion, and his
predictions no less fallible than is
| usually the case. The question
remains open; the means always to be
| improved; there is more, much more,
| to be known.
| But not for Rosemont. For him,
| Marx was the inventor of a body of
Finite Truth, impregnable to
imagination and new discovery. All
must accept it as Holy Writ, and
| Rosemont will be its final expositor

in an obfuscating stream of
| rhetoric, each adjective a superlative,

| every paragraph decked with “we

Linsist”, “inescapable necessity

[ “nothing less than'', “we do not

| hesitate to’ all leading to bathos;

{ and a riot of flatulent tautology such
as “culmination and supersession of
anterior poetic and artistic

| development". It perfectly exemplifies

| that devaluation of language so hated
by the surrealists, He seems to believe
| that since Breton was by no means the

‘Pope’ that critics called him, it has

fallen to Rosemont to be Pope and

Holy Roman Emperor combined—an

emperor in apparatchik’s clothing.

| Instead of Breton's vision of

‘ ultimate unity, which exists already

in reality and needs only to be

recognised, we are given a display of
raucous categorizing of the ‘stand in
fine or go to the wall’ variety, and
little else, The surrealist celebration of

a person’s impulse to human liberation,

no matter how divergent in other
respects s/he may be, gives place here
to a dismal diagnostic handbook of
errors which will justify hostility

““The reintegration of the entire

species’ is seemingly to be brought
about not by the identification and

v a
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expression of the deepest desires of
that species and a vigorous heightening
of awareness and sense of kind, but by
exclusion and murder in the cause of
old dogma.

There is no room in Rosemont’s
revolution for anarchists, who have
always been the closest political allies
of the surrealists in England and some
other countries. No ‘first principles’ are
enunciated in this book, and specific
applications-of the surrealist view are
drowned in rhetoric. There are vague
references of the quality of “the
fundamental anti-eroticism of social
regimes based on capitalist production”
{as if anti-eroticism were not a
characteristic of all power-systems),
and much ta/k of taking “risks”’, sabre-
rattling bravado, but no issues are
stated or faced. There is idolatry, but
no irreverence, no humour, no
celebration. Rancour is all.

The revolution and the surrealist
movement are presented in terms of
what Erikson calls ‘pseudo-speciation’,
described recently by a commentator
in words exactly fitting the tenor of
this destructive book as “‘our most
dangerous tendency: the belief that our
own group is the human race and that
others belong to some different species
to whom the rules of the game—my
me—do not apply . . . a negating,
invading, subjugating mentality
enemies are invited in order to stiffe
the aggressor’s own shaky boundary.”
Thus one can read in the magazine
which Rosemont edits, and which his
publishers wrongly claim to be the
organ of “international surrealism”,
such liberty-loving sentiments as “‘to
the meaningless catch-phrase, ‘Freedom
for homosexuals’ we MUST reply
‘Freedom FROM homosexuality
freedom from repression!” Firstly, a
‘minority group’ is dubbed ‘enemy
secondly, by a mental sideslip the
group is understood Lo have originated
the hostility, and thirdly, since enemies
seek to thwart one, the group becomes
‘repressive’. If you ask why the
“MUST", who obliges them to “reply"”
{the word which suggests that the
homosexuals have initiated hostility),
Erikson says it is due to “lack of
playful reciprocity in childhood”
(Note, in passing, that ‘reciprocity’ is
held to be an essential element of
surrealism, and that play is present in
all its activities.)

It is likely that it was his confusion
lof mind between “Leninist, Castroist,
land other misunderstandings (and his
belief) that the widespread use of drugs
|presages new development in the life of
the revolution” (to quote one of his

olleagues) which precluded Rosemont
ifrom acceptance by any serious

litical group in the USA, and led to
is taking up surrealism to satisfy his
taste for adolescent gangsterism. This
ook, more than anything else, is an
cise in moral self-certification.
Thrawing in all the OK words he can
bstract from Breton's writing, he

ds, via total incomprehension, to
ineering proclamation of the

twes of himself and the surrealist
that is, those few sufficiently

unacquainted with English to be
impressed, and those of unassailable
longevity in the movement who have
nothing to do with him. For the rest—
damnation. This is very far from the
surrealist urge to find strata of like-
{mindedness in such disparate figures as
|Swift and Sade. Nor is it reminiscent of
|Breton, or Marx, but of one
]u)mnumlmg figure in the history of the
WASP—John Calvin. You will not find
!thal name in the surrealist gallery of
|heroes.

| Bad faith is the hallmark of his
{survey of surrealism outside America.
|He absurdly writes of Conroy Maddox
|“as the only consistent defender (!) of
{surrealism in the British Isles”, knowing
{that this gallery-haunting lackey of
Official Culture and the Arts Council
bureaucracy, thrice thown out of
|surrealist groups, has devoted his
{attention all these years not to signing
|manifestos, but to collaborating with
governments and gallery-owners to
make surrealism ‘respectable’ so he
|could sell his paintings. Rosemont's
attitude may smack of classic American
| Imperialism—cry Liberty! at home

| while supporting every official -
|corruption abroad—but it is more
likely to be due to the fact that the
English surrealists saw through

‘ Rosemont'’s hypocritical pretensions
years ago, and only Maddox was
available to support him. They have a
common interest in pre-empting
|surrealism in England: the sale of their
| wares.

A phrase Rosemont drops into his
!lul (without elaboration, naturally) is
“spontaneous and free association’’. He
|does not know that this is the basis of
|anarchism, not of political dogmatism;
nor that the release in oneself of the
ability to practise it is the basis of
surrealism.

It only remains to quote Rosemont
on the relative significance of Marxism
and Surrealism to make apparent that
this is a work of political propaganda
containing a deep reductive urge
towards surrealism, and a fear of where
it might lead if not cut down to size:
“One could say that surrealism achicves
for Hegel’s ‘Aesthetics’ what Marx and
Engels achieves for his ‘Logic’; or that
it is to leisure what communism is to
labour."” The purpose of this spare-time
activity, believe it or not, is to ensure
that “the practice of poetry
{reinforces and extends the marxist
\eritique of society”. | wonder if this
objective was known to Arp, Artaud,
Baron, Brunius, Cabanel, Chazal,

*rassinos, Schehade, Soupault, to name
few?

| Don’t be fooled: this book not only
|does not represent the surrealist view,

| but it constitutes a deliberate attempt
to reduce surrealism to a handful of
{dust Rosemont can keep in his pocket
|to throw in the eyes of anyone who

| might see through him

‘ What Is Surrealism? is mis-named, but
fills a gap. Very little of Breton's prose
has been available in English. This
collection, unfortunately, does less to
{improve matters than it might have
done. There are some translations by
Beckett admirable enough, one hopes,
to alert the reader to the fact that
nearly all the rest are a grevious
misrepresentation of Breton's voice—
admittedly very difficult to transmit
French rhetoric is based on the classic
Greek; English upon biblical Hebrew.
Either, when translated literally into
the language of the other, tends to
seem preposterous, pretentious and
pontifical. It is vital that the translator
be entirely sensitive to the import of
the text and in tune with the author’s
mind, and the tone of his writing
within his own culture. This, not the
mere words, must be carried over.
Reviewers of this book have already
delighted in quoting especially
incomprehensible passages (all direct
enough in French), and dismissing
Breton as a verhose bore on the
strength of them; when the fault lies
entirely with the American
translators imperviousness to language.
Nonetheless, for want of better, it is

Dhainaut, Duprey, Mesens, Paz, Picabia,

worth squaring your shoulders and
digging into the slurry to find Breton’s
ideas and the keys he offers to doors
which open onto limitless perspectives,
The miserable banalities of these
translations, remember, cannot

possibly represent a man who has
exerted a paramount and acknowledged
influence on the greatest poets and
painters of the century. People with the
|intelligence of Paz, the freedom of Arp,
the passion of Mansour, the genius of
Bunuel, loved Breton for his capacity

| to reveal the marvellous in the
mundane. It is Rasemont who must
bear the responsibility for turning the
marvellous into the stultifying.
Surrealism is elsewhere.

[JJohn Lyle

|SEX AND THE STATE (or

|Let’s kill Ozzie and Harriet)'

happy hours of sniggering in the
comfort of your own sweet dwelling
unit. Whether you're a vegetarian,
hippy, politico, squatter or

any other oppressed member of the
subculture, Tony Allen and John Miles
leave no /sm unmocked, (Not to
mention anarchism . . , see page 81 .. )

Their plays are a healthy antidote to
the rampant moralism of so much left-
wing theatre, and only those who have
lost all sense of humour could fail to
|find them painfully funny. There i
some good songs at the back, and the
| plays are actor-proof. Why not try them

out on your local Amateur Dramatic
{Society. Here's a sample:
|

Sleazby:

Hey 'er Bunny--all this
growing things.

Yes wonderful—pure
Kropotkin.

Bunny

| by Shim and Cedar. ('I'he | Sleazby: Yeah, all that, but can't we

| | just go down to the shops?

| Whole Thing Collective) |Bunny:  What?

| This pamphlet was originally a speech Sleazby: Yeah you know. (mimes)
|given by the New American Movement Quick pair of hands and a bag
|entitled Gay Liberation and Socialism. under yer overcoat. Beat

| 1t is an analysis and critique of the ideal inflation—steal.

{American dream family (Ozzie and Bunny: No—we can be self sufficient,
| Harriet) and its oppression of women, growing everything—| read it
lmun and children; and a discussion of n a book.

the role of sexual repression in Sicazby: Yeah—but | mean. You can't
| maintaining the status quo. It is written grow a bacon sandwich, can
by two lesbian feminists—Shim and yer?

Cedar Bunny: Bacon sandwiches? There'll

They argue that “sexuality is our first
and primary release of ourselves’ which
in our society is only allowed release in
the heterosexual, monogamous
relationships between adults for the
| purpose of reproduction of the labour
power. Thus our sexuality has been
‘shaped’ to fit the system and its
repression has links with our passivity,
submission and obedience to authority
This nuclear family system with its
sexual repression is fundamental to
both capitalism and male supremacy as
it keeps us locked into the status quo,
both economically and psychologically.
From birth we are socialised into
accepting this model.

However, many people are not able,
for whatever reasons, to fit into this
socially-sanctioned unit and are then
told that they have failed or are sick.
Lesbianism, they argue, because of its
threat to the family and its working
towards a liberation and reunion of
('Stnsualit\', sexuality and humanity'
| represents a potentially revolutionary
force. They are not arguing that sexual
factors should be substituted for
economic factors; but that there is an
interdependent relationship between
the personal/sexual revolution and the
economic/social revolution

The pamphlet concludes with a
desire to make changes in our lives now

to build and work out alternative
|living situations in order that we may
|bring up our children without
| hierarchical, alienated role models tc
| emulate; and to create spaces where
|both women and men can develop real
strength and not just strength that is
| useful to capitalism

This pamphlet is available from
The Whole Thing, PO Box 11308, San
Francisco, Ca 94101. (send 35p)
[JSharon

'ROUGHTH ATRE PLAYS

|

| by John Miles,Tony Alien
and Farrel Cleary.(Open
Head Press. 95p)

In print at last, four plays by Rough
Theatre: Free Milk and Orange
Juice, Dwelling Unit Sweet
Dwelling Unit, Squat Now
While Stocks Last and
Heart Of A Patriot. Even
if you've not already
had the pleasure of
a performance by
Rough Theatre,
this book
will
provide

be no bacon sandwiches after
the revolution.

[JErin Steele

AUTHORITY Nol(formerly
Capitalist Worker).

Authority is yet another example of the
great anarchist ‘in-joke’. If you’re an
anarchist or involved in the anarchist
movement you will have the privilege
of finding it very funny. As a fully paid
up member of the Dave Morris fan club
| was delighted by its revelutionary
anti-intellectual stand. It's all good
clean fun, unless of course you're
sensitive about having your politics
dragged in the mud a la ‘pseud’s corner”
Reading it | found myself in a
quandary (much more comfortable
than reading in the bog), | thought the
satires on all the other anarchist papers
wére really funny but was horrificd by
the attack on feminism (in the guise of
satirising Zero). | don't feel like playing
into their hands by launching an attack
on Authority for being anti-gay and
sexist and just to feed them with funny
{lines. So in the end | have decided just
to say that Authority is one of the most
original new papers to appear on the
anarchist scene since the sad demise
of ‘C.pitalist Worker'. Well, as my
mother told me when | found her
sticking egy- shells together, if
you can'l beat them
join ‘em [JTom Woodhouse
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