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German Emﬁeror- in a South American adventure which on sery
. - . T - - > Onl des
oblivion, -If he has since done exactly what Lord Rosebzry v:;':les

have done in his place, he merits something warmer than sombre -

acquiescence from the party to which he once belonged, Ny
revenons toujours & nos premiers amours. From s partnership with
Germany for collecting bad debts to an assurance that France woglq
be protected against German aggression, if * unprovoked,’ would:
certainly be a wide jump. But there never was a more v,ita,l ‘if-’.
f"nd reckless dermnciation of German policy, in Morocco or elsewheye, |
is a8 foo}ish as the servile fattery of 1899, The understanding Wit?::
France is directed against no Power which does not seek wantonl
to disturb the peace of Europe, and there is no object vﬁbich Grermy,
statesmen moré frequently disclaim. ' o :
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THE REVOLUTION IN RUSSIA

I Lo

Hvenrs in Russia are following one another with that rapidity
. which is characteristic of revolutionary periods. Eleven months ago,

when I wrote in this Review about the constitutional agitation in
Russia,! the Congress of the Zemstvos, which had timidly expressed the

.desire of having some sort of representative institutions introduced

in Russia, was the first open step that had been made by a collective
body irn the struggle which was going to develop itself with such an
astounding violence. Now, autocracy, which then . seemed so solid

- a8 to be capable of weathering many a storm, bas already been forced

to recognise that it must cease to exist. But between these two events
8o many others of the deepest importance have taken place that they
must be recalled to memory, before any safe conclusion can be drawn
a8 to the probable further developments of the revolution in Russia.
On the 10th of August, 1904, the omnipotent Minister of the In-
terior, Von Plehwe, was killed by the revolutionary Socialist, Sazonoff,
1 Nimeteenth Century, January}1905.'
Vor, LVIII—No, 346 3L
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Plehwe had undertsken to maintain -aubocracy for another ten years,
provided that he and his police were invested with unlimited powers ;
and having received these powers, he had used them so as to make
of the police the most demoralised and dangerous body in the State,
In order to crush all opposition, he had not recoiled from: deporting

at least 50,000 persons to remote corners of the Empire by mere

administrative orders. He was spending immense sums of money

for his own protection; and when he drove in the streets, surrounded
by crowds of policemen and detective bicyelists and automobilists,
he was the best guarded man in Russia—better guarded than even the
Tsar. Butall that proved to he ofno avail. The system of police rule
was defeated, and nobody in the Tsar’s surroundings would attempt to
continue it. For six weeks the post of Minister of the Interior re-
mained vacant, and then Nicholas the Second reluctantly agreed to
accept Sviatopolk Mirsky, with the understanding that he would
allow the Zemstvos to work out gome fransitional form between
- autocracy pure and simple, and autoeracy mitigated by some gort of
national representation. This wga done by the: Zemstvos at thejr
congress, in November of last year, when they dared to demand ° the
guarantee of the individual and the inviola.bility of the private dwell-
ing,” ¢ the local autonomy of self-administration,” and ‘s cloge inter-
course between the Government and the nation,” by means of a specially
clected body of representatives of the nation who would ‘ participate
in the legislative power, the establishment of the budget, and the
control of the Administration.’

Modest though this declaration was, it became the signal for a
general agitation. True, the Press was forbidden to disouss it, but
all the papers, as well as the municipal councils, the scientific societies,
-and “all sorts of private groups discussed it nevertheless. Then,
in December last, the °intellectuals’ organised themselves into
vast unions of engineers, lawyers, chemists, teachers, and so on—
all federated in g general Union of Unions. And amidst this agita-
tion, the timid resolutions of the Zemstvos were soon outdistanced.
A constitient q.ssembly,_ elected by universal, direct, and secreb
suffrage, became the watchword of all the constitutional meetings,
This demand was soon as popular as the paragraphs of the Charter
were during the Chartist agitation, o

The students were the first to carry these resolutions in the street; '

and they organised imposing manifestations in support of these
- demands at St Petersburg, Moscow, and in all the universi
towns, At Moscow the Grand Duke Sergiys ordered the troops
to fire at the -absolutely peaceful demonstration. - Many were
Kkilled, and from that day he became a doomed man.
Things wonld have probably dragged if the S, Petershurg working
men had not at this moment lent their powerful support to thg young.
C 3 Ningteont, antury! Jafgua.r? 1905, p. :}9,' o o )
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movement—entirely changing by their move the very face ofoev:]?z?;
‘i ls’ from carrying on
vent by any means the ‘intellectusl |
T:o P;Eaﬁda az’nidst the working men and the peasants hatii been :iz
Eongta?nﬁ pieoccupé.tion_ of the Russian quern'ment; while, ond v
other side, to join hands with the workers and th‘.e Eeasa,nts ail °
gpread a,n:zbng them the ideas of Freedom and Socialism had alway
blz-en the goal of the revolutionary youth f('JI' the last forty yearg—e—_
 gince 1861, Life itself worked on their side. The labour mo;;r]l
- ment piayed 80 prominent a part in the life of _Europ_e dunn% 1;he
last half-century, and it so much occupied _the- a,’_ﬁtenmon o?a_ ulg
. European Press, that the infiltration of its ideas 1ntcf) 1R838631§98?) 4
l ’ : i he great strikes o -
t be prevented by repression. The gr ot
: g’i Petefsburg and in Central Russia, the growth of th(? labpur organisa
tic;ns in Poland, and the admirable success of the Jewish lab?ur orga,né-_
sation, the Bund, in Western and South-We_st.ern Russia -prmlrle.,
ihdeed, that the Russian working men had joined hands in their
spirations with their Western brothers. _
a‘?P;;ere is no need to repeat here what Father Ga,Pon has Fold_ a,Irea;.dy
in his autobiography *—namely, how he succeeded in grouping in a.d e\;
" months a considerable mass of the St. Petersburg vfforkers_ roun: ad:
gorts of lecturing institutes, tea restaurants, co-operatiye societies, a.nd
the like, and how he, with a few working-men friends, organise
Witi]in t,ha,t mass, and linked together, several thﬁusa:ﬁs. of 1(];8;}‘
nspt iher ded so well in their under-
inspired by higher purposes. They succee :
11111;1;3 Wg,::k t%la,t when they suggested to the working men tha,:. :?ey
Ehﬁul& gd en masse to the Tsar, and unroll before him a peti _oni
: a:skih.g for constifutional guarantees, as well as f];)r soitllf sco'n?m;?e
 chaniges, nez ' i days the oath to join
g, nearly 70,000 men took in two day ; :
g};?nlzg;strationyalthough it had hecome nearly ce;'jt;m that tlgl dem];Z;t
ion’ . - f arms, They more than
stration would be repulsed by force o A
. th ' in st berd-—about 200,000
"as they came out in still grea:ter num bout .
ioafgc,l ;Sersiétgd in approaching the” Winter Palace notwithstanding

e g:rzzgnzivt?:iisgfc;w the Emperor, himself conce.aled at 'I'safrslf:oyej
Selo ‘gé,ve orders to receive the demonstratqrs Wlt%i‘ volleg.-ﬁé{:;%s ;
hijw’-the'cagpita,l was divided for that purpose into m]; itary t;sa m.bu:.v
each one having at a given spot its staff, 1:ts field telephones, 1 Jmbe
lances. . . . The-troops fired at the dense crowds at a range o "
;ozen-ya.rds, and no less than fl‘OII} 2,000 to 3,000 men, women, an
children fell the victims of the Tsar svfears and‘obstmacyl.{ o
" The feeling of horror with which eyefmtnn?sse.ss, ussl 2nd
: English, speak of this massacre surpasses descnpm_on. f%ﬁzné ;1]1110.
| will not erase these horrible scenes frODEl the Memories o 5ed o
é saw them, just ag the horrors of a shipwreck remain exagra.on or
ever in the memory of a resculed passenger. .W'ha.t ap .
AR . o The S‘tw?@‘? Magazine, July to Sovembe: 1995, .
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Immediately after the massacre about ¢ the viper's brood ’ of the whole

dynasty was echoed all over Russia, an

: , » and -went as far as the vallevy
of Manchuria. ) The whole character of the movement was changzg i
ab once by this massacre. All illusions were dissipated. Asg the .

‘autocrat and his supporters had fot shrink from that wanton

fiendish, and cowardly slaughtering, it was evident that they woulg

stop at no violence and no treacher ince
: y. Bince that day the nam
the I?.omanm.?'r dynastj'r began’ to become odious amongzt the worliilff
gnge}];;? Russflia,._ fllihe ilugion of a benevolent autocrat who wag going
Jlisten pa i je

o ;r. paternslly to the dem .nds of his subjects wag gone for
" Iilsf;rust_of ever.ythiug that might come from the Romanofis took
i ; Place; and the 1dea_, o_f_a democratic republic, which formerly was
adopted by a few Socialists only, now found its way even into the

relatively moderate programmes. To let the people think that they |

;nr.llglgil :e ieceivedtl};y thc«ia Tsar, to lure them to the Winter Palace
re to mow the i i ’
nover medny th t;(r)lry.own by volleys of rifle-fire~such erinies are
If !:he intention of Nicholas the Second and his advisers had been +
ten-orlse.the working classes, the effect of the J anuary slaughter w. .
entirely in the opposite direction. Tt gave a new force to tﬁe la.boas
movement all over Russia. Five days after the terrible * ‘.Tlaatdimiuf
Sund&y,'a, mass strike broke out at Warsaw, and was followed 1;:
mass strikes at Lodz and in all the industrial and mining centres 05;
Polaq@. In a day or two the Warsaw strike was Joined by 100,000
opef-atlves and i.aecame general. All factories were closed. no 'tr,am-
_ v;;ays Were runiing, no papers were published. The stude’nts joined
the movement, and were followed by the pupils of the second
scho?ls. The shop assistants, the clerks in the banks and i 31’1}1’
~ public and private commercial establishments, the waiters in t;
restaurants—all gradually came out to support the strikers Lod:
](?mfa_d Warsaw, and two days later the strike spread over the. minin
| chs’?r}ct qf Dombrowo. An eight-howrs day, increased wa esg
political liberties, and Home Rule, with a Polish Diet sittin gai;
Wa}*sa,w, were the demands of all the strikexs, We thus find in t]gle'
Pohshlstréﬂizlis a,llf tge characteristics which, later on, made 'of ﬂ::
general strikes of Qctob eap it .
crumbling autocratic SYSEEL.IaSt * powertil & TR &galllSt e
h_If. the rulers of Russia had had the slightest comprehension of
what was going on, they would have perceived at once that a new
'factor of such potency had made its appearance in the movement
;ln the shape of a strike in which all classes of the population joinec'l,
?.nds, that nothing remained but to yield to their demands; other-
wise the whole -fabric of the State would be shabtered dowrjl to its
deepest foundations. But they remained as deaf to the teachings of
modern European life ag they had been to the lessons of history ;gand
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when the strikers appeared in the streets, organising imposing mani-
festations, they knew of no better expedient than to send the order:
*Shoot them !’ In a couple of days more than 300 men and women
were shot at Warsaw, 100 at Lodz, forty-three at Sosnowice, forty-
two at Ostrowiec, and so on, sll over Poland ! .
‘The result of these new massacres was that all classes of society.
drew closer together in order to face the common enemy, and swore
to fight till victory should be gained. Bince that time governors of
provinces, officers of the police, gendarmes, spies, and the like have been
. killed in all parts of Poland, not one day passing without some such
act being recorded ; so it was estimated in August lagt that ninety-
- five terrorist acts of this sort had faken place in Poland, and that
in very few of them were the assailants arrested. As a rule they
disappeared—the whole population evidently helping to conceal
them, '

i

In the meantime the peasant uprisings, which had already begun
a couple of years ago, were continuing all over Russia, showing, as iz
* usually the case with peasant uprisings, a recrudescence at the
beginning of the winter and & falling off at the time when the crops
have to be taken in, They now took serious proportions in the Baltic

nigov, Orel, Kursk, and Tula, on the middle Volga, and especially in
Western Transcaucasia. Theré were weeks when the Russian papers
would record every day from ten to twenty cases of peasant uprisings. -
Then, during crop time, there was & falling off in these numbers, but
now that the main field work is over, the peasant revolts are beginning
with a renewed force, In all these uprisings the peasants display a
most wonderful unity of action, a striking calmness, snd remarkable
organising capacities. In most cases their demands are even very
moderate, They begin by holding a solemn assembly of the mar
L I (village community) ; then they ask the priest to sing a Te Deum for
I the success of the enterprise ; they elect as their delegates the wealthiest
1 men of the village ; and they proceed with. their carts to the land-
lord’s grain stores, There they take exactly what they need for

, - keeping alive till the next crop, or they take the necessary fuel from

the landlord’s wood, and if no resistance has been offered they take
i nothing else, and return to their houses in the same orderly way;
or else they come to the landlord, and signify to him that unless he
agrees to rent all his land to the village community at such a price—
i usuelly a fair price—nobody will be allowed to rent his Jand or work
I for him as a hired labourer, and that the best he can do is therefore
i to leave the village. In other places, if the landlord has been a good
: neighbour; they offer to buy oll his land on the responsibility of

provinees, in Poland and Lithuania, in the central provinces of Tcher-




870 THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

the ecommune, for the price which land, E.sold‘?iﬁ‘é.'lilmp, can fetch in

that neighbourhood ; or slternatively they offer such a yearly rent;

"Deé.

or, if he intends to cultivate the land bimself, they are ready to

work 4t a fair price, slightly above the now current prices. Bub
rack-renting, renting to middlemen, or'renting-to other villages in
order to force his nearest neighbours to work .at lower wages—all
. this must be given up for ever. _ B
. As to the Caucasus, the peasants of Guria (western portion of
Georgia) proceeded even in a more radical way. They refused to

work for the landlords, sent away all the authorities, and, nominating '

their own judges, they organised such independent village com-
munities, embodying a whole territory, as the old cantons of
Schwyz, U, and Unterwalden represented for several centuries in
succession,
All these facts point in one direction. Rural Russia will sict

be pacified so long as some substantial move has not been made in

. the sense of land nationalisation. - The theoricians of the mercantile

a_;choo_l of economists may discuss this question with no end of argu- .

. ment, coming o no solution at all ; but the peasants are evidently
decided not to ‘wait any more. They see that the landlords not only
do not introduce improved systems-of culture on the lands which
they own, but simply take advantage of the small size of the peasant
allotments and the heavy taxes which the peasants have to pay, for
imposing rack-rents, and very often the additional burden of & middle.
man, who sub-lets the land. And they seém to have made up theit
minds all over Russia in this way : *Let the Government pay the

landlozds, if it be riccessary, bub we must have the land. Weo shall .

get out of it, under improved culture, much more than is ohtained
now by absentee landlords, whose main income is derived from the
civil and the military service.’ . ‘ ' )
It may therefore be taken as certain that such insignificant
measures as the abandonment of arrears or a reduction of the
rédemption-tax, which were promulgated by the Tsar on the 18th of
this month (November), will have no effect whatever upon the peasants.
They know that, especially with a new famine in view, n¢ arrears
can be repaid, On the other hand, it is the unanimous testimony of
all those who know the peasants that the general spirit—the men-
talité, as the French would say—of the peasant nowadays is totally
changed. He realises that while the world has moved he has re-
mained ab the mercy of the same wryadinik (village constable) and
the same distriet chief, and that st any moiment, for the mere ex:
position of his griefs, he can be treated as a rebel, flogged to death
in the teeth of all laws, or shot down by the Cossacks. Thereforé-
he will not bie lulled into obedience by sham reforms or meré promises,
This is the impression of all those who'know the peasants from intes-
course with them, and this is also what appeats both from the official

{
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‘pedsant con‘g'réss which was held last éuﬁi@e?a;f_j.p& ;ﬁom the unofficial
congrésses orgabised by revolutionary socialists in more than one
hundred villages of Hastern Russia. Bbth_ ﬁl_g.‘_;r_e:expressed the same
views : ¢ We wait the land, and we shall bave it

" The pedsant uphsifigs lotie, spreading over wide tem?;ongg:j,.
‘rolling as waves which flood to-day one part of the; country, 9.11t
to-morrow anothes, would have been siﬁ:ﬁc.:;ent_ to entlrely  upsef
the nisual coutse of affuirs in Russia, Bub when the pedsant idsurrec-
tion is combined with a general dwakening 'gf fhe wor}ﬂngmen 13
towns, who refuse to témain in the bld_’s&el":vﬂg:c:ox‘a‘.dl?}gpg;;_ Whegl & .
the ediicated classes enter into an open re_\‘r'cuiltq aga,mstthe old s'yg}iﬁpa,
and when important portions of the Empiré; suq_]\:l:‘ as B&nlaﬁd,hPo and,
and the Catcasts, strive for ebmplété_;jlp?ﬁe _B.xlﬂe,'whﬂq‘?ii n6r por(i
tions, such as Siberia, the ‘Baltic ‘provijibgﬁ, and :thi;le ‘];Ellussm,ﬁm%d
in fact évery provinee, claim autonomy ?nd Wa,nt to;et t]ie :
from the St. Petérsburg burea,ucrats——th'gii.lﬁ_‘ bgc.f)mgs Vi enha
the time has come for & deep, complefe revision gf‘all_l.johe\ mstﬂ]:]lin ‘OI{S.I;
Every réasoning observer, everyons whio has _1?.?,‘1:1\1(3(:1”_75_3011;1:1:{: 'fga ;
hiz life abotit the psychology of nations, Would cqnclpdg that i _thg
doncessions are to be made to the new Bpmtof the tlme,thy
st be made with an open mind, in a.;_st?a;;ghtforwa‘{(.l way, wi ‘_d;.
decp serise of rosponsibility for what i3 doné—mnot as & qoi}gfaszj o8
: enforced by the conditions of a giVBn”rn‘(_)}n.e-;}?,r but as 1? (ﬁl‘te- ool
i sétons reasoned move, dictated by ]:; cdi}n;pr'ehensmn of the histor

iich the country is going throngh. _ L
Pha??n;z}iﬁ;:tely, noth:ifng %fmt%mt con{s‘ciogshess. and gglnscz I(;i ?i,’a:,'
gpongibility is seen amorg those who haf‘fe.bf?el{ thg rul_e_r_s of | 'uﬁbﬁ
during the last twelve months. I hs_a;vs__to_ld. in my memglr; o
Gertain moderate concessions, if they had been_.gmnted *?Ov;a;;j ‘s“ﬁ__
and of the reign of Alexander the Sefzond or ab the advglni‘f of 1 % S:;)ﬁ'é
would have been hailed with enthusiasm, an.d‘ Woul.d h&ve paved oy
way for the gradual and slow passage hqm_a]asolgﬁsm tos;-ep];f?;exlli s
tive government. Even in 1895, when thphsﬁhe_ ,?(?ODB ‘taiﬁ
become Emperor, it was not too late for su?h coticessions. t]; i
was also evident to everyone who was not bhnd:ed by that artificia
a,tmbsphere‘ of bureaueracy creatéd in all capitals, that ten years
later—that is, in November last—such half—hegxﬁfad F?FGQS’SII?F%. as 1-:
* Corisultative Assembly > were already oiv;t of quesmdn T f; evelllla
of the last ten yesrs, with-which the readets of th.ts_ R_eyleW afe 9‘1-;1;1";
~-the students affair of 1901, the rule of Plehwe, and so on, f sdy
nothing of the abominable blunlders,of‘the 13.315;, wa,r-_—haic.l -g ea g’
created oo deep a chasm between Russia and Nicholas the Second.




872 THE NINETEENTH CENTURY Dy
: ‘ o

The January massacres wid
1ar) ' -widened that chasm still more. Thepefe
only an open recognition of the right of the nation to frame I;:; ‘f;’;:

. constitution, and & complete, honest amnesty, granted ag a pledge of

his mother considered a sta :
_mot tesman, and to whom th inned:
their faith, was not the man to.do so. His only polig ?va:;i gnﬁg

. time, in the hope that i i ‘
g, I fhe Pe that something might turn the seales in favour of

?;x: Jisliai;rec:ih i905, but in the meantime the most reckless represgion
roerdaried. | o—_no}ii very openly, I must say, but under cover
ng & methods of Von Plehwe’s policy. Death Bentences’ '

Consequently, vague promises were made in December 1904, and

were revived in a form even more exagperating tha.
ig;v:hrgoizﬁflieral assumed now the ﬁghfs W]l"lcﬁ forﬁezftz;ébsg:;j;
s Man ster of the Inter_if:-r. Thus, to give one instance, the
oven -treneral of Odessa exiled men by the dozen by his own’ will
uding the old ex-Degn of the Odessa University, Professor Yaro:

Upniaing at Odessa, during which all $he buildings in the port were

burned ; the mutiny on' the ironelad Knyaz Potemkin ; the second .

%‘;ﬁ:agf :Ek:; ixihPola}zid,f again followed by massacres at Lody
AW, AL other chief industrial centres : a series of upris .

:,;: _SR:{ga,, chugmnatlng in thg great street battles ,of the 28th "t;fP; :1151;1_8_3'
o ;{S notA ﬁlgR (l)lfS Sa: re}fuéa;ﬁ uninterrupte_ad succession of minor agrarian:
ols, 2 N1ad t0us to be set into open revolt, blogd b 7

N b o] ad :

run frcfely In the streets of all the large. cities, simply because 1:1&:

towards the end of the summer could bhe be induced to make some

concessions which at last took the shape of a convocation of 3 State’s |

- Duma, announced in the manifesto of the 19th of August

v

General stupefaction and disdai .
_ _ isdain are the only words ¢

_ tht?ampre581on produced by this manifesto, To yinegin wit](; G;P:::
evident to anyone who knew something of human psy"chology-

- ¥ A number of these g i i
Ko 55, o sor e enumerated in La Tribune Lusse, publighed at Paris,
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‘that no assembly elected to represent the people could be maintained
a8 a merely consulfative body, with no legislative powers. To impose
such a limitation was to create the very conditions for producing the
bitterest conflicts between the Crown and the nation. To imagine
‘that the Duma, if it ever could come into existence in the form
under which it was conceived by the advisers of Nicholas the Second,
would limit itself to the functions of a merely consulting board,
that it would express its wishes in the form of mere adwvicés, but
not in the form of laws, and that it would not defend these laws as
such, was absurd on the very face of it. Therefore the concession
was considered as a mere desire to bluff, to win time. It was received
a3 & new proof of the insincerity of Nicholas the Second.

But in proportion as the real sense of the Boulyghin ° Constitu~
tion ’ was discovered, it became more and more evident that such a
"Duma would never come together; never would the Russians be
induaced to perform the farce of the Duma elections under the Boulyghin
system, It appeared that under this system the city of St. Petersburg,
with its population of nearly 1,500,000, and its immense wealth,
would have only about 7,000 electors, and that large cities having
from 200,000 to 700,000 inhabitants.would have an electoral body
composed of but a couple of thousand, or even a few hundred electors ;
while the 90,000,000 peasants would be boiled down, after several
successive elections, to a few thousand men electing a few deputies. .
- As to the nearly 4,000,000 of Russian working men, they were totally
excluded from any participation in the political life of the country.
It was evident that only fanatics of electioneering could be induced
to find interest in so senseless a waste of time as an electoral campaign.
under such conditions. Moreover, as the Press continued fo be gagged,
the state of siege was maintained, and the governors of the different
provinces continued to rule as absolute satraps, exiling whom they
disliled, public opinion in Russia gradually came to the ides that,
whatever some Moderate Zemstvoists may say in favour of a com-
promise, the Duma would never come together.

Then it was that the working men again threw the weight of their
will into the contest and gave a quite new twrn to the movement.
A strike of bakers broke out at Moscow in October last, and they
were joined in their strike by the printers. This was not the work
of any revolutionary organisation. It was entirely a working men’s
affair, but suddenly what was meant to be a simple manifestation
of economical discontent grew up, invaded all trades, spread to
St. Petersburg, then all over Russia, and took the character of such
an imposing revolutionary manifestation that autocracy had to
capitulate before it.

‘When the strike of the bakers began, troops were, as s matter of
course, called out to suppress it. But this time the Moscow working

men had had enough of massacres. . They offered an armed resistance
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to the Cossacks. Some thres hundr | nen barficad: .
oo e, Cometks. Boms indred men barricaded themgélvas
the liziz?’ angoz. _relg{:lar _ﬁght between the besieged WOrkiilgh:nI:islelavgg
b S il et ke e
s, tered b ged, but then all the Moscow warki
‘Non]'sensed! hfildsenvzlﬂ; tht'a'st.nk.erg. A genersal strike was deczra.iilg
el fo T8, stnkq i ;mpossible 17 thé wiseacres said, eve: )
ity and s Sucrkn;g ;nen_se‘t earnestly to stop all work in the, ' e;i:
T Ll o oeeded. In a few days the strike became g‘erf,:fal
what the work Wg Ilrirlen‘ must have suffered during these two or thres
Bcame,_ raenal eori1 was Bt;gpen‘ded\. and provisions became exi:re'fim(la'Q
bread,no m » asily Imagine ; but they held out. Moscow had ; ’
tead, No meas coming m, no light in the streets. All traffic on Itl}ig

tail ' '
rallways had been stopped, and thé mountains of provisions which
ch, -

in the usual course of life, reach the g i ;

e e of life, e great city every day, were lyit
tionn;% fjiglﬁ :i]]z rallwa?' ‘Imes.: No newspapers, exceypt t{le pie'zfﬂi.ﬁg-
. ety ;oglmlttee_s, appeared. Thousands uporn, thoussnds
fy e mo(i'r ad come tq ﬁh&t great railway centre which Moscow
dations, oo ed af.Jny fu:rther,' and were camping at the railwa
i Btore(in' ons of lettets accumulated at the post offices, ang
ohating, e oo :]liln special storehouses., Bub the strike, far ’fr'om
MOSGOW, i S};regk g all over Russia. Onece the heart ,of Russia
— jo;ned therﬁrgk;]l =the other towns followed. St. Petershure
it s e, a.nd the working ‘men displayed the mos%
dovotion ot fhe ng capacities. Then, gradually, the enthusissm and
e s aBSistaﬁz;Jresﬁ cla,sg of society won over the other clisges
baks. t’h the _elgrks, the teachers, the employés at the.
sl {,}h e Ifa.wyers, the chemists, nay, even the judges
e governons a]]i itrlhkers. .A whole country had struek a.gé.ins{;
o ent; ut the troops ; but even from the troops separate
s ! unifomer?n gatr}T: ‘2: taé(e part in the strike meetings, and
ménaged to display a WonderfslwslsciHOfinT:g;df}lg dﬂmonﬁt?atorf th
amye g all conflict with the
Ino & few day ' it of
i Empir:r iigf dl!:II:e strike Had spréad over all the main citis of
b _nog el Iy .P_ola.nd and Finland. Moscow had no water.
oy o fuel péqﬁalalom ran short everywhere ; the cities grea,t,
faoth s ,n . ra,ﬂ:‘; P ungf.ad In complete darkness. No sr,noking i
6 oty o it Zs running, no tramways, no Stock Excharge
b ré'stm;,nf . tea. res, lno‘law courts, no schools, In many ‘Ié.ceé
B st :il (oio, were closed, the waiters having leff, or eIs‘Pe the
o II:‘infan ;he owners to extinguish all ]ights’after seven
o faton B d, even the' house servants were not ‘allowed 6
B W;fznhu(li the morning or after seven in the evening, ALl
e s ad come t.o.a standstill. And what éxasperated
t 1aost was that the workers offered fio opportunity fof éhbo?f;'

ihg at them and re-establishing ¢ order’ by
stablishing © order’ by massacres. A new weapon,

m . B
~work admirably.

' him to concede nothing,
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+ oi6 torrible than street warfare, had thus been tested and proved to

s entourage had reached & high pitch.
flo himself, in the meantime, was consulting in turn the. Con-
servatives {Ignatieff, Goremykin, Stirmer, Stishinsky), who advised
‘and Witte, who represented the Liberal
opinion ; and it is said that it he yielded to the advice of - the
latter, it was only when he saw that the Conservatives refused to
be their lives, in order to save autocraey.

risk their reputations, and may
Heo finally signed, on October 30, a manifesto in which he declared that

his ¢ inflexible will > was— -
. (1} To grant the population the immutable found
on real inviolability of the person and freedom of consecience,

" " The panic in the Tsar’

ations of civie libérty based
speech, union, and

asgociation. o .
" (9) Without deferring the elections to the State Dumia slready ordered, to
oall to participation in the Durs, a8 far as is possible in view of the ghortness
of the time before the Duma is to assemble, those classes of the population now
completely deprived of clectoral rights, leaving the ultinzate development of the
prineiple of the electoral xight in general to the newly es%ablished legislative

order of thirgs. _
. (8) To establish it as an immusable rule that no law ean ¢omeé info force
without the approval of the Btate Duma, and that it shall be possible for the -

elected of the peopls to exercise real perticipation in the supervision of the
legality of the acts of the authorities appointed by us.

On the same day Counb Witte was nominated the head of a Ministry,
which he himself had to form, and the Tsar approved by his signature
a memorandum of the Minister-President in which it was said that.

* straightforwardness and sincerity in the confirmation of civil Liberty,’
o laws,” and ‘the avoidance

* g tendency towards the abolition.of exclusiv
of repressive measures in respect to proceedings which do not openly
menade society and the State’ must be binding for the guidance of
the Ministry. The Government was also *to abstain from any inter-
ference in the elections to the Duma,’ and  not resist its decisions a8
long ag they are not inconsistent with the historic greatmess of |

Russia.’

. At bhe same time a general strike had also broken out in Finland.
The whols population joined in supporting it with a gtriking unanimity ;
 and as communication with St. Petersburg was interrupted, the wildest
rumotrs aboub the revolution in the Russian capital circulated ab
Helsingfors. = Pressed by the Finnish population, the Governor-
Gierieral undertook to report to the Tear the absolute necessity
for “full ‘concessions, and, the Tsar agreeing with this demand, &
5 anifesto was immediately issued, by which all repressive measures
of the last few yeats, including the unfortunate manifesto of the year
1899, by which the Finnish Consti lated ‘
rescinded, - the Diet was ‘convoked, -and a complete Teturn to - the
status quo ante Bobrikoff was promulgated. What a pity for the .

tution had been violated, were
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future development of Russia that on this {{eryi.same_day an identical

meggure, establishing and convoking a Polish Diet at ‘Warsaw, was

not taken! How muck bloodshed would have been saved!  And
how much safer the further development of Russia would have been,

if Poland had then known that she would be able to develop her
own Life according to her own wishes! e

Y.

Count Witte having been invested on the 80th of Qctober with
wide powers as Minister-President, and the further march of events
undoubtedly depending to & great extent upon the way in which
he will use his extensive authority, the question, © What sort of man

13 Witte 2 is now asked on all sides, . ' .o
The present Prime Minister of Russiz is often deseribed as the
Necker of the Russian revolution ; and it must be owned that the

resemblance between the two statesmen lies not only in the situations
- which they occupy with regard to their respective monarchies. Like
Necker, Witte is

a suceessful financier, and he also ig g © mercantilist * 5
he is an admirer of the great industries, and would like to see Russia
. & money-making country, with its Morgans and Rockefellers making

colossal fortunes in Russia itself and in all sorts of Manchurias, -But
he has also the limited political intelligence of Necker, and his views

are not very different from those which the French Minister expressed

in his work, Pouvoir Ezioutrf, published in 1792, Witte’s ideal is

a Liberal, half-absolute and half-constitutiona] monarchy, of which
‘he, Witte, would he the Bismarck, standing by the side of a weak
monarch and sheltered from his whims by a docile middle-class
Parliament. In that ‘Parliament

he would even accept a score of
Labour members—just enough to render inoffensive the most promi.-
nent Labour agitators, and to have the claims of Labour expressed
in & parliamentary way. '

Witte is daring, he is intelligent, and he is possessed of an admir-

able capacity for work ; but he will not be a great statesman because
he scoffs at those who beliove that in politics, as in everything else,

complete honesty is the most successful policy, In the polemica which
Herbert Spencer carried on some ¥

ears ago in favour of ‘ principles’
in politics, Witte would have joined, I suppose, his opponents, and
I am afraid he secretly worships the * almighty dollar policy * of Clecil
Rbodes. Tn Russia he is thoroug

hly distrusted. It is very probable

that people attribute to him more power over Nicholas the Second

than he has in reality, and do not take sufficiently into account that

- Witte must continually be afraid of asking too much from his master,
from fear that the master will turn his back on him, and throw himself

at the first opportunity into the hands of his reactionary advisers,
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whom he certainly understands and likes better than Witte. Bub

" Witte, like his French prototype, has retainec}1 ﬁﬁz:elzi :ﬁ:
' i ucracy and autocratic power, an :
;Z:Z};:P 0‘%;]‘1131 his YboldneSs he has not that boldness of doing

things thoroughly, which is gained only by holding to ﬁﬁitazttiui(?(i
mental principles. He prefers vague promises to dt’: o ;m : D:;naos
therefore Russian’ society applies to him the saying: 1w

et dona ferentes. And if the refusal he has met with on behalf of all

ominent Liberals to collaborate with him has been caused];r{)ylzhfe;:
o lete disapproval of the policy which re['uses.I.Iome uw-%
OOI;]P d, there remains besides the widely spread suspicion that V 11 e
.PO ap 1’)1 of oing‘.too far in the way of compromises with the palace
pertg, et . rate, even the moderate Zemstvoists could not agree
Imﬂ-’y-l ain asgrw—nw,ith his policy of half-measures, both ag rfagards
;;:;o;ular répresenta.tion,. and evin sgch :alge;i(glri;zyaggez??aiz
' ed to accept upiver :
:.hceo?nrgietsetiinui:;f flu;on which tllm)e Zemstvo delegation was ordered:

insl N ‘ . @ .
1701;8;:*;- ¢ straightforwardness and sincerity 1;1 t};; gzﬁfg;n:ic;;tg
civil I * which—the Prime Minister wrote—
mﬁé-fdg;rt};orv?]];: 1;uida,lme of his Ministry, 31'11'&13_7 are nob seen ;g;:;
f}.‘nﬁ‘helﬁstaﬂbegof siege not only continues to be mamtamei 1111 Illczaglgm 1; o
of Russia, but it has been spread over Poland ; andi) as sziedonostseﬂi
its insincerity is such that if mighﬁ be envied by obledonostacf.
Ar “honest amnesty is never couched in many WOI.‘d.S. t 1s expre
l'kn o five lines ; but Witte’s amnesty is a long docu‘ment Wrﬂstep
i {fﬁmno(fbvious int;ntion of deceiving the reader as to 1t.s real i;ex:;fé
Wld tt;lerefore it is full of references to numbers of artic’;e]i o e
z?)de instead of naming things by their proper na,mfeséhjs'_ rz:; ns
of ‘c(;ntests must arise, Russian I:etwyf.',rs say, out r_([‘)hose  nddied
document. A% any rate, one thing is ewden.t. R
' 0015'11:1 d at Schliisselburg since 1881-1886—immured In
or eb the proper term—and whose barbarous treatment. is known
Wmﬂd' o d PofI;;his Review, will not be liberated, according to the
s I?at}f;samnesty. They will have to be exiled as posselen{.iy
?E;iﬁn‘;l ‘exiles) for another four yealj'f todS;bzrz;r%f;:g{r— tr; hlls 3

: they are allowed to ! s

32:: zn’]ol;:ﬁ;r)tfﬁzit?;ifserzeﬂ1ﬂir conﬁne}?le}:llt, “int absolufz 'seizczr(;

i unication whatever with the outer world ! :
r;z{:: lxl:hinv{e:; glr?iren to desperate action by the police rule of Plehwe,

they all must remain for ten fo twelve years more in the Russian

Bastille of Schliisselburg ; the amnesty does m:;. i}}i)ply _tcl)l ;:h:zn'. Obi;i
, iles abroad, they are offered the right tc
Ay em'les' . ia from the Russian State Police ! All
tificates of admission to Russia from : ! A
E:rr:;ﬁi;e world, each time that a new departure has been made m
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general policy, an honest general amnesty wag-orarite :
gqod faith. . Even that pledge was refus}:;d“ﬂ; %nééii%’as;n%uzsaigt;e (g
round. Allthat has hitherto been done are WOI.'dS,.‘ words and Word'a !7
:And every one of these words can be crossed witha strok’e of the es '
just as the promises of a Constitution given by the Austrian Em I;r(? ’
after the Vienna revolution of the 13th of March, 1848 were canci]le;
a few mont?m later, and the population of the capital ,W&S massacred
as soon s its revolutionary spirit cooled down, Ts it not the same’
policy that is coveted at Tsarskoye Selo ? Unfortuna.telj, the ﬁrs:

step in the way of reaction has already been mad imin,
the state of siege in Poland. i e b}f prociiming

VI

The first victory of the Russian nation over autocracy was met

with the wildest enthusiasm and jubilations. Crowds, composed of -

“ hundreds. of thousands of men and women of all clagses, all mixzed
together, a_nd carrying countless red flags, moved about in ’the' streets
m.‘. the capitals, and the same enthusiasm_ rapidly spread to. the pro-
vinces, down fo the smallest towns. True that it was nat jubila%c?io .
only ; the crowd expressed also three definite demands, For three da'n'
-a,fter the publication of the manifesto in which autocralm.cy had abdica,tzg
1ts powers, no amnesty manifesto had yet appeared, and on the 3rd of
quember? at S, Petersburg, a crowd, 100,000 men stron way -
going to storm the House of Detention, when, at ten in the evgénin :
one of i_;he Workmen’s Council of Delegates addressed them declaﬂng ;
that Witte had just given his word of honour that a genera,l émnest;% '
‘Would be granted that same night. The delegate therefore said :
Spayre your blood for graver oceasions. At eleven we shall have'
Wlfjtf:‘,’:?: reply, and if it is not satisfactory, then to-morrow at six
you will all be informed as to how and where to meet in the streets
for further aci:;ion.’ And the immense crowd—I hold these details
from an eye-witness—slowly broke up and dispersed in silénce, thus
gﬁrglgiigsgrlii e.‘t-leWV power—the La,bou;_ Delegates—whiqh_'was born.
Two other important points, beside amnesty, had also to be cleared

- up. During the last few months the Cossacks had proved to be the

most abominable instrument of reaction, always ready to whip, shoot, |
or b_a,yonet unarmed crowds, for the mere fun of the sport a&id wit}:,i ‘
8 view to subsequent pillage. Besides, there was no guarantee
whatever that at any moment the demonstrators would not be
attacked and slaughtered by the troops. The people in the streets
. denllanded therefore the withdrawal of the troops, and especiall of
* the ;;_‘Cqssa.cks;_,.’t;.he abolition of the state of siege: “and the crea?:ioﬁ -
of popular militiss which would be placed under the ma,nagement 6{? :

the municipalities,
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It is known how, at Odessa first, and then all over Russia, the
jubilant erowds began to be attacked by bands, composed chiefly of
butcher assistants, and partly of the poorest slum-dwellers, some-
fimes aimed, and very often under the leadership of policemen and
police officials in plain clothes; how every attempt on behalf of the

Radical demonstrators to resist such attacks by means of revolver-
shots immediately provoked volleys of rifle fire from the Cossacks ;
how peaceful demonstrators were slaughtered by the soldiers, affer
some isolated pistol-shot—maybe a police signal—was fired from
the erowd ; and how, finally, at Odessa an organised pillage and the
slaughter of men, women,.and children in some of the poorest Jewish
sitburbs took place, while the troops fired at the improvised militia
of students who tried to prevent the massacres, or to pub an end to
them. At Moscow, the editor of the Moscow Gazeite, Gringmiuth,
and part of the clergy, stimulated by a pastoral letter of Bishop Nikon,
openly * preached ‘to put down the intellectuals by force, and
improvised orators spoke from the platform in front of the Iberia
Virgin, preaching the killing of the students. The result was that the
University was besieged by crowds of the *defenders of order,” the
students were fired at by the Cossacks, and for several nights in
sticcession isolated students were assailed in the dark by the Moscow
Gazette men, so that in one single night twenty-one were killed or
mortally wounded. ‘ ' '

An inquest into the origin of these murders is now being made

by volunteer lawyers ; but this much can alredily be said. If race-
hatred has played an important part at Odessa and in other southern
towns, no such cause can be alleged at Moscow, Tver (the burning
of the house of the Zemstvo), Tomsk, Nijni-Novgorod, and a great.
number of towns having a purely Russian population. And yet
outbreaks having the same savage character took place in all these
towns and cities at about the same time. An organising hand is
seen in them, and there is no doubt that this is the hand of the
Monarchist party. It sent a deputation to Peterhof, headed by
Prince Scherbatoff and Count Sheremetieff, and after the deputation
hiad been most sympathetically received by Nicholas the Becond,
they openly care forward in the Moscow Gazette and in the appeals of
the bishops Nikon and" Nikander, calling upon their sympathisers to
declare an open war on the Radicals.

Of course it would be unwise to imagine that autderacy, and the
autocratic habits which made a little Tsar of every police official in
his own sphere, would die out without showing resistance by all
means, incliding murder. The Russian revolution will certainly
have its Feuillants and its Muscadins. And this struggle will neces-
sarily be complicated in Russia by race-hatred. It has always been
the policy of the Russian Tsardom to stir national hatred, sething the
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Finng and the Karelian peasants aga.inst‘{\the‘;s.v‘;‘rédﬂea..Zine‘iFinla.nd,‘ the
Letts against the Germa,ns in the Baltic provinges, the Polish peasants
(partly Ukrainian) against the Polish landlords, the Orthodox Russiang
» against the Jews; the Musulmans against the Armeniang, and go on,
Then, for the last twenty years it ha
policy of Ignatieff, and later on of Plehwe, to provoke race-wary
with a view of checking Socialist propaganda. And the police in
Russia have always taken advantage of all such outbreaks for pilfer-
ing and plundering. . . , Consequently, a few hints from above
were enongh—and several reactionary papers and two bishops went
so far as to openly give such hints—to provoke the terrible massacreg
at Odessa, and the smaller outbreals elsewhere.
Such conflicts between the representatives of a dark past and the
young forces representing the future will certainly continue for some

time before the mighty floods raised by the storm of the revolution

will subside. The Revelution in England lasted from 1639 to 1655,
that of France from 1788 till 1794, and both were followed by an
unsettled period of some thirty ' years’ duration, So we cannos
expect that the Russian revolution should accomplish its work in a
few months only. One extremely important feature has, however, to
be noted already now. Up to the present moment, bloodshed has
come, not from the Revolutionssts, but Jrom the defenders of Absolutism.
It is estimated that more than 25,000 persons have already been
killed in Russia since January last. But all this mass of murders lies
on the side of the defenders of autocracy. The victory over Absolutism
which compelled it to abdicate was obtained by a strike, unique
in the annals of history by its unanimity and the self-abnegation of
the workers ; but no blood was shed to'win this first victory. The
same is true of the villages. Tt may be taken ag certain that the -
landlord ownership of the land Zgs already sustained a blow which
renders a return to the status quo ante in land-ownership materially
impossible. And this other victory—a very great one, in my opinion—
is being obtained again without bloodshed on behalf of the revolted
Peasants. If blood is shed, it is shed by the troops called in for the
defence of the monopoly in land—rnot by those who endeavour to
get rid of it, As to the peasants, they have even bronounced them-
selves against retaliation.

Another prominent feature of the Russian revolution is the
‘ascendency which Labour hag take

or Revolutionary Socialists, or Anarchists, who take the lead in the

present revolution, It is Labour—the working men. Already during

the first general strike, the St. Petersburg working men had nominated
132 delegates, who constituted s °

Council -of the Union of Working
Men,” and these delegates had nominated an executive of eight members.

Nobody knew their names or thejr addresses, but their advice was

5 been a notable featiire of the .
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y appeared surrounded by

ike  orders. In the streets they appeare
Etf): Y'eoc}: slilx:y ::or]dng men, grmed, and linked t?gether 80 a8 to aIlowf
no J(rme to approach a delegate. - Now, the working men of Sﬁ.ﬂ Pe:;-;_;-=
burg have apparently extended their organisation, and while their

| " delegates confer with representatives of the revolutionary parties,

they nevertheless refain their complete independence. dSi:nﬂa]feg;cg:I;lE
sations most probably have sprung up at Moscow and elsew tel,nati-
at this moment the working men of _St. Petersburg Ia,rel S{:’.G !
cally arming themselves in order to refflst _the absolutmﬁ Blac a].c-]r:lg .
As to the powers of the Labour organisation, they are ]E)est seen tf)m-
the fact that while the burem.cra.t lawyers are 'Stlﬂ CONCOC tl.ng
some crooked Press law, the working men have abolished preven ive
hip at St. Petersburg by publishing a short-.worde.d resolution
?GHS];)Y_S Il)mldesstine daily, the Izvestiarof the Council of Labour Dele-
in tte elr ‘c We declare,’-they #aid, ¢ that if the editor o_f any paper con-
%i?lu:;s to send his sheet to the Censor before isgu_ipg i, the pa.}l)ler;'51 mlfls -
be confiscated by usin the str;zlt?, ;nd thep E;:g;efyvﬁlebgt:ii ee 4 00;11- |
inting office (the e sup
i:i);:le:ie %ﬁﬁ?ﬁaper céntigues nevert}lelesv:'ﬂtlo I?PI?T]; eﬁl?sbla{ggsgi.:
i d by us, and the presses e broken. )
;zéljv b;réll)i(zi?;:; ceﬁsors,hip has ceased. to exisf_: at St. -Petersburg.
The old laws remain, but de facto ‘bht? daily press is ﬁef{ Lo the Latin
Many years ago the general strike was z_a,dvo_cafse _ytheh a in
working men as a weapon which would be megl.stlble in the a:;l
i3 Lagour for imposing its will. The Russian revo_lutmn ES
gemonstrated that they were J;ight._ Moreover, therc;,) 113 f?tm?he_
slightest doubt that if the general strike has been 9&113, ) % qu bi
the centuries-old institution of Autocracy to 'ca,pltu a,fg, l.t vln be
capable also of imposing the will of the labourers upon ha,plh 2. ,ha. !
that the working men, with the common-sense of whie t} ey :ﬁ
given such striking proofs, will find also the means of scf) ving ‘;
Labour problem, so as to make industry the means, not 0‘1-, perstgﬁzt
enrichment, but of sa,tisf);lﬁlg t{]jlel'na_tfs;dss.t;f}ft];g (;Jon;n:;mrzf.orm o
ian revolution will not limit itse _
;ﬁiﬁi:fsggﬁtuﬁons, but, like the Rtevolutlon oﬁ 1848, w;ll mak}e; 22
* atterpt, at least, to solve the sgclz_a,l proble;n, ?1&9;3 always nfmt
my opinion. Half & century of Socialist evolution in d?iop; oa ot
remsin without influence upon the coming events. And t _eld Omaé it
position taken by Labour in the present crisis seems to yie Sdl.lpph ¢
to that prevision. How far the social czlange will go, and: tv}: a,t
concrete forms it will take, I would not undertake to predict wi ohu15 |
being on the spot, in the midst of the workers; but steps in that
direction are sure to be made. 7
. & T take t.hi's fesolution, slightly condensing it, from the Russ of Novem_ber 4-the

day when the firsb free papers eppeared openly at 8t. Petershurg. -
Vor LVIII—No. 346 . .
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‘To gay that Russia has lbegﬁn her gréat fe_-‘.vnlutib};;“is ‘no longei:;
& metaphor or a prophecy; it is a fact.-"And one™is amazed $o-

discover how history repéats itself: not in the events, of ‘course,

but in the psychology of the opposed’ forces, The governing class,

at any rate, have learned nothing. They remain incapable of
understanding the real significance of events which are screened from-

their eyes by the artificiality of their surroundings. Where's timely
yielding, a frank, open-minded recognition of the necessity of new
forms of life would have spared the country torrents of . blood, they

make concessions at the last moment, always in a half-hearted way,.

and always with the secret intention of soon returning to the old
forms. Why have they massacred at least 25,000 men during these
ten months, when they had to recognise in October what they refused
- %o recognise in December last ? '

Why do they continue repression and provoke new -massacres,
when they will have to recognise in o - Jew months hence: universal
suffrage as the basis of representative governmend tn - Russia, and
the legislative autonomy of Poland as the best, the only possible means
Jor keeping the two countries, Russia and Poland, Jirmly Vinked together,

just as they were compelled, after having set all the country on fire,”
to recognise that the honest recognition of Finland’s autonomy was.

the only means of maintaining her bonds with Russia 2 . But no, they
will not recognise what is evident to everyone. a8 soon as he frees

himself from the fools’ paradise atmosphere of “the 8t. Petersburg

* bureancracy. They will stir up the bitterest civil wars, .
Happily enough, there is a more hopeful side to the Russian revo-
lution. The two forces which hitherto have played the leading part

in the revolution—namely, the working men in the 'tov;}ns, fraternising
with the younger ‘ intellectuals,’ and the’ peasants in the  country—-

have displayed such a wonderful unanimity of action, even where it was
not concerted beforehand, and such a reluctance from useless bloed-
shed, that we may be sure of their ultimate victory. The troops have

already been deeply impressed by the unanimity, the self-sacrifice, and-
the consciousness of their rights displayed by the worlkmen in their”
strikes ; and now that the St. Petersburg workmen have begun to”

approach in a spirit of straightforward propaganda those who were
enrolled in the ‘Black Gangs,’ that other support of autocracy will

probably soon be dissolved as well. The main danger lies now in that
the statesmen, enamoured of ¢ order “and instigated by timoroug land-:
lords, might resort to massacres for repressing the peasant rebellions, -
in which case retaliation would follow to.an extent and with conse-

o quences. which nobody conld foretell.

The first year of the Russian revolution has already proved that

there is in the Russian people that unity of thought without. which

no serious’ change in the political organisation of the country would"
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have been possible, and that capacity for united action Wh.ic;l}:; ;: 1;1}112
necessary condition of success. One may already b;i iure:ﬂ Shat £23
resent movement will be victorious. The years of distur o
Pa.ss and Russia will come out of them a new nation ; a na,tlc;n (:;1]13 Iy
sn 1;nfa.th0med wealth of natural resources, and capiblfb o;;n ter;x;%
' tilising them in the bes
: ready to seek the ways for utilising

z]fle;clll’° fa nZtion averse to bloodshed, averse to war, and re&dg' L’;o
march’ towards the higher goals of progress. One of hleir Wo:;; =
heritances from a dark past, autoeraty, hes_ already mortally wo .
and will not revive ; and other victories will follow. ]

P. KROPOTEIN. |

November 21,
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