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IIot l~t to speak of the matter in hand. Here h..

emp10ys all his ingenuity, exerts all flis :'11 ts, and
displays his utmost intrepidity of countenance.

This part of the case is opened a!l follQws.

" Whether the pruject of a Convention, having
" for its objeCt the collecting togetber a power,
" which should overawe the le~idative pody, but

" not smpend it, or entirely determine 't.s fune.
~, tions, it ac1~d upon, will also amount tp Higll
" Treason, and to the specific treason of C0m·
" passing and imagining the King's death, is '4

" more doubtful question. Thus far is cle?r: ~

~, force upon the Parliament, mUSL be imm..:di.lrely

~, directcl.1 ag,inst the King. It must rtach the

" King, or it call have no eiffcr at all. Tile bW$

" are enacted in Parliament by the King's M:~iestv,

" by and with the advice and consent of the
" Lords and Commons in Parliament assembled~

f' A force meditated against the Parliament there..
.J' fore, is a force meditated against the King,

" and seems to fall within the cases described."". .

Nothing can be more gross to the view of any
~)Oe who will attentively read this paragraph, than
its t.?tal want of all definite aud intelligible mean.
ing. The Chief Justice talks of " eolletl:ing to..
" gether a power," and of " a force" exercised
upon the ParliaqIent. '~lhat is here intended by
the words powa and force! Under the kindly am­
big\lity of these words~ the Chief Justice seems very
willing to ~lip upon us the idea of an armtd power
pnd a milita'l force. But this can scarcely by aliy

be

• P. 13~
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eonstruaion be reconciled to the idea of a Con­

~ention. An army of delegates was an idea reserved

for Chief Justice Eyre to introduce into the world.

\rell then: let ~s suppose that arms and \"iolence

are not inrended; yet the Chief Justice says, that
the projeCt of a Con,ention has for its objeCt" the

~, colleding together a power, which should 0',-,£1"­

" tr.i}( the legislative body." This v.ord is still
more ambiguous than any of the rest. \Vhat are

we (0 understand by the phrase "to overawe ?Jl
A:;:e in its true acceptatiun has always been un­

dersrood to mean dejermct or respeD. . It cannot

C1e::n 211y thing else here, since, as we haye already
seen, armed power and military force are out of

the q'.Jesticn~ . Rlt in this sense what is the ol~ect

cf eyery cpec:es of Convention or political associ-
-

:It;on v,-haren.? It is always intended to prcduce

defercr:ce :md respea. Thus rhe Chief Justice
,-(ry properly obscn-es, that" a Conn:ntion, hay.

" i~6 for its sole oljea a dutiful and peaceable

" apI'lication ro Pariiamenr," does not bil to ~nd

t~lat aprii~rion attended with" respeCt and ere.
" dit, in proportion to its uni\-ers;;}iry.""if ~ndecd

the~e can be no dO'Jbt, th3.t there are bur two
\nys of opera:ing upon mC:l'S condua., the one,

b,,; exhibiting arguments caleubted to prevail
•

upon their o\\"n in~linations and com:iaion, the

Gther a percei.ing how much the thing required

accords with the sense of numerous bodies of men,

and bodies of men imitled to eminent credit.
Such being the subs:ance of the most material

paragraph

• P. If·
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varagraph in the charge to the Grand Jury, let

Us see in what manner this paragraph is concluded,

and what are the inferences drawn 'from it. \Vhat

is the treatment due to this fOrce which is no fOrce;
this colleEling togetloa a poz~'er, utunned, and en­

titled to credit only for its universality? \-Vhat

shall be done to the men who thus overazvc the

legislative body, by exciting its deference and

respect; or, f~iling this, do not overawe it

at all, inJ.sl1111ch as they have no power to in­

force their demands? "\\Thether or no," as
Chief Justice Eyre sagaciously observes, " the

" projctt of such a Convention will amount to

.. High Treason, is a more doubtful question."

He add" " in this case it does not appear to me,

" that I am warranted by the authorities, to state

" to you as clear law, that the mere conspiracy to

" rtlise such a forl"e [recollect what has been said

" upon the nature of this force], and the entering

" into consultations respetting it, will alone,

" and without actually raising the fOrce, constitute

" the crime of High Treason. \Vh:u the law is in

" that case, and what will be the eff.:ct of the eir­

e< cumstance of the force being thus meditated,

" will be fit to be solemnly considered and deter­

" mined when the case shall arise." '"

Here the Chief Justice speaks with a proper de­

gree of modesty and precaution, so far as relates

to the supposed guilt of the persons under confine­

ment ; but when he has occasion to resume the

SUbject, he, in his usual manner, introduces a varia-
•tlOn

• Page 13.
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lion into the statement. n It may perhaps be
" fitting," says he, 'c if you find these persons in­
" ~olved in such a design, and if the charges of

•

" High Treason are offered to be maintained against
" them upon that ground, that, in respect of the
., extraordinary nature, the dangerous extent, and
c. at the best, the very criminal complexion ot

" such a conspiracy, this case, whiE:h I state to you
., as a new and. a doubtful case, should be put
H into a judicial couru of i"111£')', that it may rtcdve
H a solemn adjudication, whether it will or will not
Ie amount to High Treason." *'

It is difficult to conceive of any thing more ab..:
horrent to the genuine principles of humanity,
than the doCtrine here deli \-e red. The Chief

Justice, after having enumerated various sorts of
treason, respeCting which he speaks diffidently at

first, and peremptorily at last, but wAich are all the
mere creatures of his own imagination, comes to
a case upon which even he hesitates to decide. He
dares not a~er the proceeding described in it to be
treason. 'V'ell, then; what is the remedy he pro­
poses? Surely a new Act of Parliament; the re­

medy prescribed by the act of Edward III, " in
" cases of treason, which may happen in time to

" come, but which could not then be thought of
c, or declared." No such thing. Upon this case"
which he does not venture to pronounce to be
treason, he direB:s the Grand Jury to find the bills
to be trae bills! He tells them, " that it is fitting

" that this case," which he " states as new and
'! doubtful,

• Page IS.
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tl' doubtful, should be put into (J judicial (ouru 0/
Ie enquiry, that it may receive a solemn adjudica•
•, ti~n, whether it will or will not amount to HIGH

" TREASON !"
The Chief Justice; in this instance, quits the

character of a criminal judge and a civil magis­
trate, and assumes that of a natural philosopher or
experimental anatomist. He is willing to dissect

the persons that shalf be brought before hi:n, the
better to ascertain the truth or falsehood of his pre­
conceived conjectures. The plain English of his
recommendation is this I " Let' these men be
Ie put upon trial for their lives; let them and
" their friends, through the remotest strainers
H of connection, be exposed to all the anxie­
" ties incident to so uncertain and fearful a con­
" dition; let them be exposed to ignominy, to
, obloquy, to the partialities, as it may happen~

" of a prejudiced judge, and the perverseness of
~, an ignorant jury: we shall then know how we
" ought to conceive of similar cases. By tramp­
~, ling upon their peace, throwing away their lives,
" or sporting with their innocence, we shall ob­
" tain a basis upon which to proceed, and a prece­

" dent to guide our judgment in future instances."
This is a sort of language which it is impossible

to recollect without horror, and which seems worthy
of the judicial ministers of Tiberius or Nero. It
argues, if the speaker understood his own mean­
ing, or if the paper before me has faithfully re..
poned it, the most frigid indifference to human
happiness and human life. According to this
method of estimate, laws, precedents, cases and

K report.
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repo~ts a:e cf high value, ar.d the hanging a few
indi\"idu::ls is a \"ery cheap, economical and proper
way of nurchasing the decision of a dcub~ful spe­

culation.
Sur.::!:; it wC'-lld b~ worthy, if not of the Jl1oges,

at JelSl: cf t:~e i~r;T,edi~~e .\ inisters of the So\"e­

rfign, tv cc"o:,~er \':hether, if they mem to put us
'l:::dc~ ~ f}",W rule of criminal law, it be not Letter
~,~;'.: .r:;\' to originate that Li\\' in the two Houses

~

of P:rrE:l:r.enr, than to suff-:r it to be made out of

new cO:Jstrucrions of old statutes, contrary to all

law and precedent, and contrary to the security

a..~d liberty of the subject.

In Ire::nd, so:ne time ago, it was thought pro­
per to bri:Jg fOfi~-ard a Convention-Bill, declaring
such proceedings, as are the suhjecrs of the forced
constructions of Chief Elron Eyre, to amount to

High Tr:O:ison. 'Vhen the Hahls Corp:t05 aCt was

suspenc:::d in England, we were gi\'en to under­
stand th:;.t this proceeding was thbught sufficient for

the present, and that a Convention-Bill, similar to
•

t:'e Irish, and other severe measures, were reserved

to be adopted, as the case might acquire. This
f: lhcio:ls show of lenity, DOW turns out to be the

m::~t c:Jprincipled tyranny. :Mr. Dundas and
o:b~rs talked in the last Session of Parli(!ment, of

br~ng:r,g home the Scottish principles of jurispru­

dence, if need were, to England, and rendering

associations and Conventions a subject of transpor­

tation to Botany B:lY. They have since refined
upon their plan, and carried the Jaw of England,

or what they are pleased to call so, into Scotland,

rendering

,
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rendering these offences, real or imaginary, a

subject of the penalties of High Treason. Such

have been the incroachments upon. the Constitu­
tion, by men who have the audacity to call them­

selves its ch:unpions, that a m:1n who should have

pretended to for.:tel, from six months to six

months, the measures they would think proper to

pursue, would have been laughed at for the im­
problbility and utter absurdity of his tale. Bri­
tons wiiI at length awake, and the dlcets of reason

and conviCtion upon the:11, will r.ot be. less for­
midable or less un:l.cceptable to their oppressors,

than the effeCts that might flow from a course of
violence!

I have hitherto abstained from saying any thint;
respecting the personal characters of the men now
under accus:1tiOll. If their abilities be as rare, and
their merits as high as their warmest admirers can
conceive them, it would still be fOieign to the

question I propose to consider. If they be men,
exceptionable in their character, ambiguous in
their designs, and miscbi~vous in their counsels,
that also ought to be put out of the co:<,J~·,":'.tion.

The English Constitution is strong cn,,',;;·,~~ :0 Jis­
arm all the ad\"ersarics of the public p..::,cc, \\i,h~

om its being necessary for tcat purpcse to destroy

its very essence. Twelve men are apparently

concerned, but the liberties and bI'piness of all
are at stake. If these new treaso:-;s be cst~blished,

we may say, as the Parliament of Henry the Fourth
did, speaking of the new-f:ngled treasons tlOder

Richard the Second, that " no man can know
~ 2 bo\~
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(c hoW' he ought to behave himself, to do, speaks

co or say, for doubt of the pains of treasoD."·
The construdions of Chief Justice Eyre, and the
Special Commission, put a perpetual bar to all
asso.::iations, delegations, and cO:1sultir.gs respect­
ing any species of grievance. "Till any man
'\"enture to S3Y, that we shall De\"er s~and in•
Deed of tb.ese expedients j or shall we consent
for all time coming, to hold e"ery possible reform
and amendment at the mere will of the administrJ.­
tion? If these principles be established, utterly
subversive as they are of the principles of the
ED.glish government, who will say that we shall
stop here? Chief Justice Eyre says to-day, "all
c, Glen mayJ Day, all men must, if they possess
" the faculty of thinking, rea,on upon every
cc thing, that sufficiently interests them to become
c, an objec1 of their attention; and among the

h objects of attention of freemen, the principles
C' of go,ernmenr, the constitution of particular

C' governments, and, above aU. the constitution of
" the government under which they live, will na­
c, turally engage attention and provoke specula..
C' tion." But who \\ill say how long this liberty

will be tolerated, if the principles, so alarmingly
op::ned in the charge to the Grand Jury, shall
once be established? This is the most important

crisis, in the history of English liberty, that the
world ever saw. If men can be conviCted of High
TreasoD, upen such construtl:ions and inlplication~

a~

•
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··.5 are contained in this charge, we may look with
conscious s11periority upon the republican specu­
lations of Fiance, but we shall certainly have reason

to envy the n~:lder tyrannies of Turkey and Ispahan.
From what has been s:l.id it appears, that the

whole proc<:cdings intended in the present case,
are of the nature of an 0.: post !tl8fJ law. This iii
completely ;;.dmitted by the Chief Justice. In
summing up the different parts of his charge, he
enumerates [hree cases, in the first of which he di­
rects the Grand Jury to throw out the bills, and
in that of the two last to find them true bills.
One of these tWJ rdates to Chief Justice Eyre's
new treason of "a conspiracy to subvert the Mo­
" narchy," a treason which, he says, is not de­
clared by the statute of Edward III, and no law­
giver in this country has ever ventured to con­
template. The other, "that of overawing Par­
liament," he states to be a new and doubtful
case, and recommends, that it should·be "put
.. into a judicial course of enquiry, that it may
" receive a solemn adjudication whether it will or
" will not amount to High Treason."

Thus it is fully admitted, respec):ing the persons
now under accusation, that they could find no
reason, either in the books of our law, or of any
commentators of received authority, to suppose
that they were incurring the guilt of treason. " The
" mark set upon this crime, the token by which it
" could be discovered, by entirely concealed; and
~' no hl,lman prudence, no human innocence,

H ~o\lkl
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CC could sa,\e them fro:::l tne destruction \\ ith which

" they are at prcse:1-t thr~:;.te:1-cj. *"
It is pretty generally admitted, tbt several of

tb 1 t . '1' .esc persc·n3, at J.'::15 , were l~C'r:eot :1:10 we.l-mten-

tioned, t!:()u;a rr:istakcn n'tD. l\~r;isbml:nt is-
awarded in l:un::m CGl~;-ts of ]u::t:cc, either ac-

cor:fu:g to the inrtntioI!, or the m;schi~f CO:11­

mitted. If the !litt:nticn be al''';;l\.- to b~ cc·r:~il..~,--lLJ,

then the £Len of \\·liom I ~i~'e3~, b;--'st'\·c'r tl:~gu~~r,:.:,,-j

ar.d preju(Ecial their concl.£[ m:.y C~ oUFF'J:~d to
luve been, must all th:'..t grour:.J Le u:,;;,;,:liLly :1C­

quitted. If, en the uti:(:r il::.:~J, tl:e n:i5chi..:f in­

curred be the scle n:.e~m.:: of the punisllmcnt, \\'e
db " l' d~re boun y cxer)' tnmg tf'.~t 15 s.::cr.: r to prccc,-d

with re!ucra-'1ce aJ:d regret. L~t it ce suppG5ed,
that there :lre ce,es, whe:e it 51::111 be necessary,

that a well cesig=.in;; n::::.~ s::culd ce cut ofl~ fur
the s:-:1:e of the whole. The least consideration
tb.t we can pc), in so Gcplorable a nece~~ity, is,

to w::rn E:n of bs u:lng;er, :rr.d not suffer him to
. ..' . ..
m~ur the r:c;-::.,~:·, ·.·.. :'-:~c.t 2-D)" prevIOUS caution,

without so un.:ch as the kLo.\LJ.;e of its exis-

ter.ce.
1 ::':lticip<:.tc the t;iLS to "..Lich this ch:lfge is the

prelude. I know tbt ti:e Jl:cse \'. ill ~dmit the
gocd intention :'ond hancot Ge~i~i1 of seYer;:! of tte
perseus arraigned: it will be impQ5j:b~e to deny

it; it is notonc'Us to the whole u:1iv<:rse. He has

:l1re::.dy ::'Gffiitted, tbat tl:er.: is no law or pn:'ce­
cent for th.::ir cOi:uerr..n:uie-n. If t~.c:refo:-e he ad.

drcs$

• HLUne, yolo vi, ch. li\·. p. 1~".
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dress them in the fr::nk Iangmgc of sincerity, ~e
,..., . .

must sa-)': " .:"lX montEs a?~o vou cnz~,r!\Cd 10 ffica-
...... ~ ....... 0

« S'Jre3, which YoC! bdi:n:d conduci\".; to the pub-

" lic good. You ex:unincd them in the sincerity
" of your hents, and you admitted thcm with
" the full convic1ion of the understanding. You

" adopted tLem from this ruling motivc, the love

" of your country an:! mankind. You had no

" warning tbt tk' m,:asurcs in which you eng:lged

" were :l.LtS of High Treason: no bw t01J you so;

" no precedent recorded it; no man existing upon

" the flee of the earth could have predicLcd such

« an il:terprctation. You \vent to your beds with

" a perfecl: and full cnll\-iCtion, that you had acted

" upon the principles of immutable justice, and
H that you had offended no provision or st:ltute

" that was ever dc\·ised. I, the Judge sitting upon
" the bench, you, Gentlemen of the Ju:-y, every

" inhabitant of the island of Great Britain, had

" just as much rcaSO:1 to conceive they were in­

" curring the penalties of the law, as the prisoners

" at the b:lr. This is the natur.:: c£ the crime;
~, these are the circumst:mces of the case.

" And for this, the sentence of the Court [but

U not of the bwJ is, c.fl'a! you, and eacb of.You,
" sl'all be t:lkelJ Fom de Z,tir, and eOlJvt')'cd to tb~

" pft/a Fom W!JCi!CC )'OU c,une, and from thence VI!

" dr'1'Zc'n upcn a burdle to t,~'e j"!!ace of o:ecuiioil, tl'er!

" to be l'ant('d by the 11Cck, but lic'! t!1ltfl )'011 art!
~' dead; you sl'all be takm dOWIZ alh'c, )'ollr privy

" members
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CC .ahtr! shall be cut off, anti J'our bflZlJels shall "4
cc take" out aRJ bllrnt before Jour faces; ),our heads
cc shall be se<Verea froni )'our bodies, and)'o«r bodies
cc shall then be di'l)iJeJ int. four quarters, which are
ce to be at tbe King's disj'Josal; and the Lord btl'll!
" mer,)' on your souls !"

•

-

•
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• • APPENDIX, No. I.
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,

•

A MORE minute attention appea,rs to he due to
Chief Justice Eyre's new treason of a " conspiracy
" to subvert the Monarchy." The terms in which

the idea is conveyed are strong and impressive;
and many persons, '.vho shall be convinced by what
has been already offered, tint by the law of Eng­

land this is no treason, will yet perhaps entertain
a wish that a new law were framed for the purpose
of making it treason. Thousands and tens of
thousands of the inhabitants of England, are deeply
attached to that Constitution, under which our an­
cestors made so conspicuous a figure in the face of
the world. The attachment they feel is no doubt
a virtuous attachment; but it is nOL cYery method
that C2.n be proposed for preserving what we love
that is entitled to our approbation .

Let us consider a little this phrase, a " conspi­

" racy to subvert the Monarchy."
There are but two ways in which such a

subversion can be attempted. The first, argu­

ment,all writing, and familiar speaking, by which
a man, by himself, and without confederacy with
others, shall seek to prevail upon his countrymen
to adopt sentiments similar to his own. This, by

F the



the .ery me:lIling of tee term, cannot be •
C01JSjX-

Tun'.
/

T·",-o o!:-scrntions will suffice to clear up this

:;.~tic:;~. First, it might be supposed that he who

is :J.tr:;.c;,cd t::J the 1100arch1'. believing. of course,
t:,:;.t the I\L;urchy is a good thing. should feel

little re!l£t3.iXc to co:r.mit his opinions. to the fair
f.~ld cf :'.:-g,,:nenr, and entert3.in small doubt that

tL.:h :r,':~: p;Qve more \'igorous and of longer life
th::.:-. f:::!~:::.d. S~con::!ly, if it should be said, that

SGC1~e \,;r:t;;;gs m:J.y be excEedingly infhmmatory,

\\.:: hJ.Vc ::;;''-'~d\' Laws of Libel. These Laws mia-ht
. 0

b.: n:3.(c sti:l stronger; but at all e\-ents the inflam-

mation constitutes the offence. and not the object

proposed, whether it be the subversion of the

}'Ion:!rch\', or of the Athanasian creed. As to fa-
•

miliar and unconfederate conversation, there can

be little canger of inflammation in that. The

only uffence committed, will be an offence against
decorum. \\~hetheror no hanging men is the most

suitable way of teaching them good manners, is a
point that will remain to be considered.

The second method that may be employed for
the" sub.ersion of the Monarchy," is open force••

But let this force be a little examined. Is it to be
e,nployed upon aU the Members of the Constitu­

tion at once; and is the present race of traitors,

like Guy Fawkes of old, to blow up King, Lords,
and Commons with gunpowder, on the first day

of the Session of Parliament? If " war be levied

" against the King within the realm," this is alrea-
.. dy treason by 2.5 Edward III. If the plan be

" to
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" to depose the King, to imprison him, or to get his
" person into the power of the conspirators," this
also, if we are to credit the authorities ()f .Foster and
Hale, is already High Treason. But let us not be
deceived with high sounding words. An attempt
to subvert the Monarchy is nothing, if it be nnt

definite, and capable of sO'ne clear and precise ex­
planation. An attempt to procure a reform in
the Common:,' House of Parliai1~ent, through th<;

I medium of associations and Canvcm:ons, is not

a conspiracy to subvert the Mon1rchy. If it be
a crime, it will not be less so, for being called by

its appropriate name. The attempt to involve a
man in the penalties of High Treason, by calling

• evidence to prove that he has done one action,

and then bestowing upon that action another ap­
pellation, will?e regarded with contemp:- by every
man of common sense, and \vith the deepest ah­

porrence by every man of common humanity.

,
•

AP-

,
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APPENDIX) No. II.

HITHERTO I have confined myself to an exami-
•

nation of the charge to the Grand Jury. But there

is something S9 peculiarly flagitious in the manner
of preparing the indictment, and the list of wit­

nesses, that it seems improper to dismiss an Essay,
the objeB: of which is to call the attention of

Englishmen to the present state of the proceedings
:lgainst the prisoners in his ~1ajesty's goals of N ew­

gate and the To·,ver, without a few words upon

the subjeCt:.
The law of High Treason differs from our

other criminal laws, by allowing the persons accus­

ed an bten':J of ten days, between the delivery
of the indictment and list of witnesses, and the

L.lY of trial. The object of the law apparently is,
tho:t he may have adequate time, in a matter of so

exm.orcinary magnitude, to prepare his defence.
Th:s ocjed is completely defeated in the present

ir,stance. One indiament is preferred against twelve

of the mo~t eminent persons involved in the accu­
sation. It consists of nine counts, and it is well

known, that several of these counts will not be

at·

•
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attempted to be proved against the majority of the
prisoners. Every. man is Jeft to pick out, as he
can, the articles, which the sobriety or the wanton­
ness of accusation may think proper to allege
against him. In the same manner one Jist of wit­
nesses is delivered to all. This Jist consists of
more than two hundred persons.

Thus are the lenity and humanity of this pro­
vision baffled. For what reason is this? Shall we
be told that it saves trouble to the Crown lawy­
ers? This is perhaps the most plausible pretence
that can be adduced. And yet, in that case, it
would scarcely have been less decent, to have
saved trouble, by hanging the accused without the
form of trial.

But this is not the real reason. The most tem­
perate and scrupulous man cannot fail to confess,
that the objeCt is, to facilitate the conviCtion of
persons so much the object of detestation to the
present Ministry. Government hastily involved
itself in a dilemnu, by apprehending these men
for the sake of propagating alarm; and it is
thought better to hang a few innocent persons,
than that the Minister should stand deteCted in
an error, or that the arm of government should be
weakened by an aCt of justice.

It is a memorable fact, and well worthy to be

revived in the present crisis, that on the eighth of
April 1793, Mr. Pitt openly and unhesitatingly
delivered, in the face of the House of Commons,
the doctrine which he has now reduced to praCtice.
The report upon the bill for preventing traiterous

corres-

•
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correspo::d.:nce wi~h Franee, ""as on that d:ty read»
a..d an arn~ndme;-.t \\'3.5 mond by ~.,rr. Adam, and
Sl:~DOrtd by :£\lr. Fox, to :::Ibw " the p<:rson5,. ~ "-
" -xhc shc:J:J here3f[er be :trraign':'d ~lp9n this ad,
" the 5:::~e i:1:;;:n·21 of ten d.lYS, tlut is allowed to .
c. omer per50~s accused of the crime of High
" T:.::::.s:c~:' This clause was opposed by the ClIan­
cello: of the Exchequer, who alleged, that" the
e' proposed a1!ow:mce would be or little use to the
co culprit. A list of such :l chuJ of :,:i!I1WeS rnigat
U be sent him, as would render it impossible for
c' him, with all the :z.ssiduity of his friends, to en.
!' quire into their c~~:lr:ld2:s in the space of ten
c, davs."

•

~!r. Fox professed "his utter astonishment at
e' such bnguage fro:n the },linistcr of the Crown.
c' It must be in a great measure by his advice
co th~t th~ law officers for the Crown are to con~

,. dLE~ n:-\1,:ecmions fur Treason; and that such a.
L

u [-=1:'0;", in ,uch a sitt:.:'ion, shculd suggest even
c. t::-: po,,~:LiEty, of a pubEc a,~(user swelling the
" P.u~T.'::::r of witnesses, for no other purpose than
&: t~~.! c:I L'.lffii[lg the Lw,', W:lS:l c.cc!J.ration of the
,; p.:os~ abrming nature. He hCt''::d no such in­
,; f.:;::ocs trick would be attempted. Bur, if it
" we~e, he tn;5~ed there was spirit tnough in the
" pcC':,le to bring its authors to a proper ac-
" co·~·"'''··''~\,... .... 1,.\ •

•

F ,.... 1 1rom tms c::mon !t :l:1Dc::rs, t 1:lt t 1C present••
proceeci:ng is by no n:c,:::s the suggestion of the
hour; 2.nd that there is a mJn in his :Majesty's

coun..

• Senator, vol. lii, p. )80, 5S8.
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councils, c~pable of brooding in the solitar:' malig­
nity of his mind, upon the different modes of de­
feating, to the persons he shall select as the ob­
jects of his vengeance, the purposes of substantial

• •
Justice.

Reports have been propagated of a veryextra­
ordinary nature, respea.jI~g the manner of forming
the Jury. These repom, if not legally proved,
luve never b.:cn contradicted; and thaefore ought
to Lc stated, t!:at, if false, they may be contra­
dicted. It is said, that the Sheriffs, instead of suf­
fering [he Jmy to be struck, at the place where
the book of the Freeholders is kept, and by the
Officers to whom t!1at C:lre ordinarily falls, sent for
the beoks from the of11ce, and took the task
upon themselves. It is farther affirmed, that, in
consequence, various mistakes were made; the
same perSJI1S were summoned upon the Grand
Jmy, and the Petty Jmy; and letters of sum­
mons sent to the one, that ought to h::.ve been sent
to the other. Officers of great and important
tru~t, ought not to content themselves with act­
ing from pure and disinterested motives, but
should refrain from affording even a colour of
suspicion. It is obvious to every person that
casts his eye O\oer the list, that it consists of a
most extraordinary assemblage, King's tradesmen,
contradors, aocl persons blJuuri:1g unda every
kind of bias and influence; VCI.... few ir.de::d th:1.t

•

can at all pretend to independence and imparti-
ality; and perhaps those Lw to be ultimately

ch:111enged

•

I



,

cha11eoged by the Officers of the ,Crown. Thus.
•

every pan of the transaction appears to be uni.
form, and marks an administration, callous to

public charaner, and determined to employ all

means indiscriminately to effeCl: their sa,?guinary
purposes.

Fons.
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