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Win thiss

& 3
June 29. SPG clear the way for "bus of fear’

Grunwicks—just one non unionised back
street sweat shop of the hundreds in
North London and the East End which
are living death to work in. The boredom
and frustration, lack of solidarity, and
the feeling of resignation nearly drive
you insane, using mainly immigrant
workers, continually harassed and
insulted by supercilious racist
supervisors and arrogant employers,
overtime is compulsory and wages
pathetic

August 1976, several people,
including Jayaben De
is enough, and walk o
tol 3

refer them tc

cide e

bearers ol

APEX. A pit

the f ry, with by
UL ¢ ke, wanting to join APE
Ward sponse is Lo sack them a

Aiter the sackings there follo
nine months of picketing by the Strike
Committee, while APEX duly
pussy-footed about, not wanting to
tread on anyone's toes. The courage
and strength of the Grunwicks str
amazes me. To stand outside the fa y
every morning from 7am onwards (right
through a cold winter) for nine months,
receiving few signs of practical support
and solidarity —it takes some doing

At the end of May, seeing that
‘playing by the rules' was getting them
nowlere, the Strike Committee decided
to call for 2 weeks mass picketing, to
draw attention to events at Grunw
On the first day, June 13, around
people turned up to express suppart
the police waded in and arrested 84

Their atlack completely
unprovoked, and they enjc ed every
minute o Since that date, and over

400 arrests later, the dispute has become
a national issue with the outcome of
exireme importance o many, (as it
has been all along for those on strike)
Ward belongs 1o the Nineteenth
Céntury, and 1s an embarrassment Lo
the moderate right, who know well that
alowing people to join 4 union
(especially APEX), is no threat
whatsoever, He has attracted support

from the sort of scum who would like

to see the Labour Movement in this
country smashed—National Association
For Freedom, Federation of the Self
Employed, bastions of freespeech like
Rhodes Boyson, John “I think these
people are shits”” Gorst. And of course
the police and Special Patrol Group
(SPG). The media has been having a
field day—while the SPG systematically
beat up anybody standing in their path

(but especially women and blacks,
Surpri rprise), the press comes out
with gems like 'l ride the bus of fear
) ‘surely five pick d be
X ent' (GUARDIAN) and ‘threat to
our democracy’
|'ve 1d a healthy hatred for
the pol Ve been shocked
1 wh I've the Smash
[ in the 2 1ds against
and vehicle eating up arrested
s in police vans, They have always
done these things, but usually in private,
not out on the streets. A sign of things
1o come arriving? To lose this strike will

sus for the non-unionised
working The hundreds of
thousands of people working in places
similar to Grunwicks will completely
lose confidence in their ability to stand
up and demand basic rights—freedom to

be disast

join a union, The police will feel free to
carry an as they have done in struggles
to come,

The likes of Grantham and Jackson
would negotiate a sell-out at the first
opportunity—the old familiar story.
Only rank and file solidarity will win
this strike. As we all witnessed on
July 11 (14 000 outside the factory
gates), if united, we will win. For a short
time the people controlled the streets
nearby, and the factory was effectively
blockaded. Many were willing to stay all
day 1o prevent the scabs bus passing
through, but the officials insisted upon
marching—with the result of the bus
getting through and the few hundred
people left on the picket being attacked
by the pigs. Lessons like these should be
remembered, and our mistakes not
repeated

| don't know what we as anarchists
can do, except show our solidarity to
the Strike Committee by attending the
picket lines as often as possible (it’s been
good to see so many anarchists down
there), working within our own unions
to build support, and by sending
donations to the Strike Committee.
Win this strike (J

Joe Remiro framed

fornia School Superintendent Marcus
Foster in 1973 and for an attempted
escape from the Alameda County Jail
in which two deputies were wounded
In a letter to the Fifth Estate, dated

June

The State of California has concocted
gainst
Joseph

o life terms

another frame-up char
«-SLA memk

eady serving

for murder and jail break, joe is

used this time of plotting an escape
attempt from Folsom Prison with two
other prisoners. The alleged plot came

4 {although no report
wWas t until June 22) after a
former associate of Remiro, Bobby
Davis, handed a 9-mm pistol and 27
rounds of ammunition over 1o the
prison authorities and implicated
Remiro in the alleged escape aftempt
Davis is serving a life term for killing
four California Highway Patrol officers,
and Remiro, with Russell Little, who Is
in another prison, is doing life for
allegedly assassinating Oakland, Cali-

29, Remiro denied being involved
cape plot and said he had just
d into the general prison
population after three years of being
locked-down in solitary confinement
and nine months of being a “‘modei
prisoner”’. A search of the prison after
Davis surrendered the gun and ammun-
ition turned up 17 prison-made knives,
including in his cell what Remiro
called "*a curious metal object that
these people insist on calling a knife.”
Remiro has continually had his life
threatened by prison guards and
members of the white-racist inmate

grouping, the Aryan Brotherhood
Remiro reports that Davis told pri
of ficials that the plan involved the ty
of them and another inmate
members of the Aryan Brothe
six guards and then escaping, Remiro
told the Fifth Estate, “OF course, thy
people went crazy. Shotgun escort an
a naked walk to the ‘hole’ . Folsom
Prison officials say they are “baffled”
to how the gun got into the prison, th
first one ever discovered in the
maximum security penitentiary, Guns in
the past have been planted on poli
prisoners, such as George Jackson who
was murdered by prison guards, to set
them up for executions or to bring
additional charges down on them.
Remiro says he thinks the charges - ;
against him are weak and probably will® f
not reach a civilian court. The incident
will be handled as an infraction of
prison rules and “we'll be found guilty
by a jury of our accusers and keepers.™
Remiro plans to challenge this.

“Don’t think that any of us have
resigned ourselves to this—we have plans
to push this into court or at least raise
hell trying."

Joe and Russ Little are victims of the
official hysteria over the SLA and are
innocent of the murder charges they ares
sentenced to life for. They desérve ours
support and assistance 2

Pratests against Remiro's treatment
should be lodged with Assistant Deputy
Corrections Directar, George Warner,
Folsom Prison, Represa (that's right),

ng i
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The state of
Frelimo

“In the phase of people’s democracy we |
are now engaged in . . . our aim is to
lay the material, ideological,

dmini ive and social f
of the state.”
—Samora Machel, President of
Mozambique.

datlons

Contrary to what many leftwing
apologists have written, the success of
Frelimo is not leading to the liberation
of the Mozambican people. It has led to
their subjugation to a monolithic
State-Capitalist regime, who now control
all social and administrative units.
Although they claim that in
Mozambique the exploitation of man
by man is over, at the third congress of
Frelimo they revealed their objectives.
Frelimo has been transformed into a
“vanguard party". It will continue its
stranglehold on the whole of society—
through its control of agricultural
collectives, the army, the militia, the
education and health centres and the
women’s movement. The structure of
this vanguard party is strictly
hierarchical, with the power centred in
the "“Standing Political Committee”. It
appears that soon party unions will
appear for better control of factory
workers.
Frelimo's economic policy is 1o
extract profit from both public and :
private enterprises, and use this to 3
build up heavy industry. Agriculture is 3
being collectivised in order to increase
productivity. Health and Medical
facilities are being expanded, as the
factories need healthy and trained
workers. At the same time they have
introduced austerity measures, and
started a campaign for increased <
productivity=more work and less pay, 4
familiar story. .
Under the guise of “liberation”, they
are churning out a most revolting =
alogy. Their cultural and educational
policy is geared ta the creation of the -
“New Man'' who "above all, loves his
country”, And presumably who will net
cavse any bother 1o the regime. The
much vaunted emuncipation of wom
consists of replacing the traditional
African marital relations with the
modern western marriage.
1o be the basic social

Un
mothers are a scandal, abortion
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Mozambican state and now have to the complete removal of hierarc
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taited because of their ideclogical

\\HH nuchear stra {8 Yt will di
d { ) f dete ! r one sid inoth L LLS
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in the directi f t yret ntinwing techn
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nuclear wa n t | 1ally t Furt 1
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L i pposit wk bl

1ange in U

military rather than civil

s, towards

) lopment ot effective first-stri
v ns, and the following p.
outlines the ¢ state of nuclea " i
weapons tec ogy and developm i continental ballistic missil submerged submarine, have also been
¢ near futur I.LC.B.M.). Initially designed as a first deployed. A more modern variant is

o
.(m oe re
of nuclea

preparing to

Russia, probably before the end of this ent, all nuclear weapons are ike weapon, modern defence the muitiple independently-targetable
century cond strike, intended to be used ir 5yst h as sophisticated radar and re-entry vehicle (M.1.R.V.). Data on
The start of the nuclear war e 3 y ag lear attack. Tt eck missiles have relegated it to Russian M.I.R.V.'s are unavailable but
nsome pa Jen | can t *d into three basic type eterrent role. Shorter range missiles, U.S. missiles, launched into orbit either
SULLOT r. St |1 ol I able launched from a from land or submarine, carry up to a

dozen warheads with a tatal explosive
power of about 500 kt., that is the

equivalent of 500 000 tons of T.N.T.
e s a e On I la (the Hiroshima bomb was approx.
13.6 ki.). On re-entry each warhead is

pre-programmed to descend on a

Ialy i suntry in which r
aly is 2 country which lrm‘ different target. By next year the U.S,

state 1\ e. 'P.c fegal system) where it is the first time 1hc) remain so far un-
icd (Curcio was recaptured on jan.

3 3 2 R s 76)Because the B consistently is expected to have operational a
group to put this th tice } st viewpoint y tobie e by the eatirte Gia "‘I.lnncu\‘ur.lhh' re-entry vehicle
are the Brigate Rosse (Red B ' . e ta v they oppose; Indeed; their (MARV), which can be duucujd onto
I - ° | 2 Wi (o el 4 its target on re-entry. The most
: i : o s Yo ,'M SERETINE JanEy Cta At sophisticated weapon cufrently
& fna & sty R ‘l"“ 4 "' ks ' jy;i‘:"‘i/;; p :\' m'; ‘\:;I\,\‘-‘ & available is the cruise missile, The

cruise missile flies low and fast, making

1w mar oL A Ir wble abili nd thrown the Italian legal sy J 11¢
! bie abilit ; e Itali gal system into it virtually undetectable by conventional
W\ 1 Rer bbec der risis (it was in a crisis anyway . but the
. : BR \ A4 conventional radar systems, and an
v develo rt B e oh o hav ide it complete)
} ; 1 n press : er it THIETRE A on-board computer guldance system
th e55i1 1ty ung ( his second spell of rendered them untriable. The BR have gives it a high degree of accuracy. Even
an armed revolutionar C ) - } imorisonment h s beer vade it clea at they view the - > ol
i i N L dvels ot y it ‘r;'an b 'Y“‘ 2 ”"‘ th # “‘m' ) this will be improved upon within the
ssted out o y BR comrad P S0 A3 3F ACUL AN next decade when satellite-based
th rst tiry which they will respond with further

navigation systems come into operation.
By that time a typical cruise missile will
be: around 5-6 metres long, half a
metre in diameter and capable of being
launched via a standard torpedo tube;
able to fly 2 or 3 thousand kilometres
11 the speed of concorde at an altitude
of less than 100m., and land with ten
metres radius of its target; armed with a
nuclear warhead of up to a megaton
(1 miltion tons T.N.T. equivalent). The
Americans are technically § to 10 years
ahead of the Russians with the cruise.
Apart from a deliberate first strike,
there are two other plausible causes of a
nuclear war. One is an initially limited
nuclear war between smaller states, say
in the middle-east, Korea or Africa
Such a war would almost certainly
escalate 1o involve the major nuctear
powers. It’s beiieved that by 1985
about 35 states will have access to
weapons-grade radioactive material
Even with the U.S. policy of
non-proliferation, there are ways and
means of acquiring fissile material. For
instance—in 1968, a ship carrying 200
tons of uranium ore belonging to
Euratom disappeared on the high seas,
Fhe ship eventually turned up, without
the uranium, Recently evidence came
to fight which indicares that the
uranium was hijacked by the fsraelis,
possibly with U.S.; or at least C.LA.
assistance. Despite profuse declarations
to the cantrary, it's likely that Israel
now possesses one of two dozen
untested nuclear devices. The second

icts of war, a threat which the state is
having to take very seriously. As far as
Renato Curcio and his comrades are

concerned it is the state that is on

triallJ Enne
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precipitating factor would be an I
initially conventional military |
confrontation between NATO }
Warsaw Pact forces ir
could gasily escalate into-a nu
contlict. The U.S. i
‘mini-oukes”, 155 1
with 1-10 %t fusior
bombs produce more ‘|
than the more usual
giving a higher im
very little fall-out u
were used, a full scate nuclear war
would be effectively unavoidable
Given the avadable evidence,
optimism for continued East/Wes
P seemns misplaced
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The strike at La Roca ment

ed 4 800 work
Radiado

near Barcelona

ewW 1INVoly
muti-national Roc
electronics

actory

Raoca workers stayed out for 95 days
Y

press their main vand that their

y workplace

assembly represent their interests. They
had 1o battle not anly the bosses, but
the compet tist parties a their
alhed unions mo withir
|
T
|
fed
PedlE
then > Dase our actions an the
autonomy and self-direction of the
5. From this point of view, th |
tLa R ¥ B fm
n the
supported
imo developing !
As you know, 4
dismissed and th
struggle still remain despite the ending

of the strike

BERGER: But surely the CNT is
officially a union?
EDO: Yes, its structure
but it has no
functions in a more formal
example, a conference is corr
the next two months. But be
fothing functions formally, and
afterwards things go back to how they
were, We are fighting against formalism
in the organisation

The CNT is the only organisation for
example to develop action
simultaneousty in the factories and in
the community; it is the only union to

upersyr

encourage ‘popular culture’. At the

technole producing ever more

ipons for fighting

effectiv a4 nuclear
tems such as
lasers will he
.. On the
2 programimes

such as fallout shelters or underground
industrial installations are destabilising,
as preparations for readiness for a
nuciear war may well precipitate one

The only certain way to avoid nuclear
war is total disarmament, though the
imprabability of this 15 obvious. 1t
appears that ther e only these two
alternatives; a r tion of nuclear
technology or a global nuclear war
within 1ext thirty years [ J. White

feasible with
ather hand

organises

nt moment, the strength of the
pent cannot be measured by
which bear its symbol or by

the number of membership cards. To

would be idiotic. It
d through its
, Through its participation in

cancrete practice

In Catalonia, 6 000 people pay
subscriptions, but the movement in the
urban districts extends far beyond this
In Madrid, there are not 25 000 CNT
2 000 W in San
Sebastian de los Rey meeting
mentioned last issue. Z.| there were
ould be stupid to
only CNT

5 as 4

nt rather than as
n the CNT
pelween

members, but

es | ma

000 peaple. It v
> that

¢ who are for for

mechanisms and th who are for the

CN7 it actually is. But it's true 1o

2 NT yrks mostly against
jctures he present time

s trying to define itself and is
open 10 aH initiatives for social

revolution, We are confronting the
f,

the

nterests

| Free Women| and the distr
committees. There came a'point when
all these had to be cemented together
We evolve in accordance with the
momentum and the tempo of the
autonomous movement. The established
structure of the CNT and the
autonomous movement are constantly
confronting one another. On the other
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Sono innocente! Sa.cco
Vanzetti~-50th annivers

immigrant
Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti
by the State of Massachussetlts following
framed charges of murdering
shoe factory paymasterin South Braintree in a

August 23 1927

conviction on

of anti radical hysteria.

¢

scoming

after

GE1f it had not been for this thing, | might h
lived out my life talking at street comers to

men. | might have die, unmarked
unknown, a failure. Now we are not a failure.
our career and our triumph. Never in our full li
can we hope to do such work for tolerance, for
joostice, for man’s understanding of man, as

do by accident. Our words—our lives—our g
nothing! The taking of our lives....all! That last
moment belongs to us—that agony is our triumph.

Bariolomeo Vanzetti—state
receiving sentence May 1

Italian anarchis 4
slect "

I

these dialectical confrontations between
the rigid structure, the autonomous
workers' movement and the revolt
against prevailing everyday life
Many people reject the CNT out of a
prejudice for a classical CNT which they
regard purely as a syndicalist structure.
This structure will quickly disappear,
There is a real CNT which cannot be

| down because it has itselfg
[ > people.
s concerning itself
ms and coming to 1el
il modern movements and e
ms of the two CNTISE
during the civil
On one side 5 2 CNT which attael
new problems, and on the ather Wist
one absorbed with the bureaucracy
syndrome. One sector concerned itse
with revolution, the other with
counter-revalution . ., | have no ofe
particular in mind when | say !ml.
speaking about a phenomenon Whitl
has occurred in all revolutions, Y”H
the goals of those fighting which
being questioned here.
BERGER: Haw strong is the CNT
Spain at the moment? 3
EDO: It varies from region to regiol
Especially because of the great
restrictions on freedom which s
remain in most places. Political
development elsewhere cannot bg
compared with what is happenin
moment in Catalonia. In Andal
Aragon and Castille people ai
frightened. They don't know
open stand they should take, It
be added that here is Barcelona
seon demonstrations by workers,
political movements with 100
thousand peaple. There were
when the Ramblas were
occupation by the police.
can say that there are
around 10 o'clack on the R
anarchist zones come into b
L) Translation Romira
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Queensaves

Gay News, the national fortnightly
paper for homosexuals (strong male
bias) and its editor Denis Lemon were
found guilty by a 10-2 majority verdict
of blasphemous libel on July 12. It
was the first such prosecution for 56
years, Lemon was given a ninemonth
suspended sentence and fined £500
plus a proportion of the costs. Gay
News was fined £1 000 plus the
remaining costs. Lemon said he will

god

Issue—that there is still a blasphemy law
which can be dragged out to energise
Mary Whitehouse's or anyones
prejudices.

The prosecution’s cross examination
of character witnesses focussed on the
stereotype of gays as corruptors, in
spite of the earlier claim that
homosexuality was not the issue. Line
drawings of male homosexual
lovemaking reproduced from a gay sex

b

2 breach of th

T: ice
The prosecution was taken over from
Mary Whitehause by the Crown. This

point was accented by th

—feeding int

n

lawvye
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if 2 member o
been t

reminded them the case

2 subject

Socialist
Challenge

In June, the trotskyist International
Marxist Group brought out the first
issue of Sacialist Challenge, the latest in
the series of papers produced by the
group which included Black Dwarf,
Red Mole and lately Red Weekly

The IMG at the moment are aiming
10 establish agreement amongst the
various “far-left" groupings . |
s0 they have devoted pages in ey
15sue of the new paper to a futile one
sided dialogue addressed to their main
rivals, the Social Party, wheo,

st Workers |
understandably are guite happy
building their own mas:
vanguard party without
selyes involved in petty
bartering and bickering

From the pa
the essential ¢
approach and that of the SWP. The SWP
18 now concentrating on building up
their organisation as a party, with single
no-argument formula and packaged
policies to "4id" the “‘rank & file” in
their Strpggles.  They, like the IMG,
were hoping to benefit from the split in
the CP. lronically, this split has
benefited no ane but the CP itself
which, stimmed at long last of i1s overtly
pro Moscow fraction, is now rushing

full Gt towards "Euracommunism’’ L

itest threat to the 1967 Ab
e Benyon Bill, fell in P,

15th mainly because of lack of
joubt the Anti-Abartionists

new attacks for the next
amentary Session. On¢ important

the fight against Benyon has
revealed is how inadequate NHS

facilities tor abortion are, and how
dependent we are on the Charitable
Clinics that were the main target of the

nyon Bill. The NHS has never fulfilled
ssponsibilities to pr a proper
i = the limited

n service even ung
\Ct and rece y has been getting
vorse because of spending cuts

In 1¢

ctors’ attitudes

Benyon bill fails

manual were discussed. It is incredible
that these should be mentioned at all—
a quick comparison with the heterosex
equivalent shows that heterosex rules.
It's not O.K. The judge hopes that ‘the
pendulum of public opinion . . . is
swinging back to a more healthy
climate’. The climate for gays? In the
States Anita Bryant and her Kill a
queer for Christ brigade are making
political moves and dismantling
non-discrimination legislation. In this
country the age of consent still works
against gay men. In Northern lreland
and Scotland sex between men is still

illegal, Gays are being witch-hunted and
harassed at work and in the streets
(wherever we are). Lesbians are getting
beaten up by gangs of men as they leave
a disco in London. Lesbian mothers are
having to face obscene custody cases.
Mary Whitehouse, in spite of her
claim that she wants no-one to be
punished, clearly intended to bust Gay
News through cost payments. Meanwhile
Gay News fights back. Donations should
be sent to Gay News Fighting Fund,
1a Normand Gardens, Greyhound Road,
London W14 958 () Margot Farnham.
JudyGreenway

Anarchist feminist conference

One weekend at the end of May, nearly
a hundred women came to Camden
Women's centre in London for a con-
ference on Anarchism and Feminism
This conference arose from two anarca-
eminist workshops at this year's
National W en’s Liberation Confer-
ence v many women expressed the
f establishing an anarchist-
thin the women'’s

ur own sense of

wn
he

fe
confer

p Ou

15 part of

Il abortions were performed on the
NHS; by 1975 this proportion was
down to 48 In ane area of London,
Brent, the number of NHS abortions has
been halved in the two years 1973-5

One of the worst areas in the whole
country is Birmingham where in 1975
only about 10% of women who had
abortions were able to get them free on
the NHS. This is why Birmingham has
been chosen by NAC for its next
national demonstration on October 29
To help raise support for this
demonstration an Abortion Caravan is

going to t the wuntry in October
with Pirate Jenny's abertion play[])
Anne Hughes

first session involved a series of parallel
workshops where everyone discussed the
ideas of anarchism and libertarianism
generally and their relationship to
feminism, a theme that was central to
the weekend. Other workshops
included— Sexism in the anarchist move-
ment, Spain (introduced by a woman
from the CNT), Anarchism and the
women's liberation movement, Revolu-
vonary feminism, Non-violence,
Sexuality, Class, and Children (reparts
of some of these discussions are in the
Anarchist-Feminist newsletter).

For many of us #1€ most impaortant
thing that came from the conference
the sense of good feeling and trust,
It was a very friendly atmosphere, the

space allowed by the large rooms and
gardens of Camden women's centre,
plus the dazzlingly sunny weather, all

helped to stimulate spontancous con-
versations and workshop discussions.

Clapperclaw, a feminist band, played
ind sang on the Saturday night; Bread
and Roses supplied us with great food
all over the weekend; and Rising Free
with anarchist and feminist literature.
The men and children in the creche
seemed to enjoy themselves 1oo.

Many ol us felt we were glimpsing
freedom and how life could be when
we achieve the society for which we
are fighting [J Sharon.

Zero 2.

This is the second issue of Zero, a
new anarchist/anarca-feminist
monthly produced by a mixed
collective mainly from East London,
Zero is looking for Streetsellers and
also distributors in U.S.A., Canada,
Australia, New Zealand. Contact us
through Rising Free

Corrections: Mujere Libre translation
was wrongly credited. Credit should
have read: Translation Liz Willis.
Sorry Liz. Marie Louise Berneri
article: Last line column 2 should
have read ““The clarity and force of
the anarchist position against the
war quickly brought support from
many antiwar individuals who
thought out their position and
recognised that there was no point
in opposing war without opposing
the economic situation which
engendered it—capitalism—and the
institution which organised it, the
state."” Sorry Phillip.

Production: Zero Callective, 01-555

6287. c/o Rising Free, 182 Upper St.,
Islington, London N1,

Typesetting: Bread 'n Roses
01-485 4432

UK Distribution: Publications
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ltaly has about a million university
students, a mgn proportion of them
come from working class
backgroums and more than 8ix
hundred thousand graduates looking
for their first jobs. The Andreotti
Government, backed by the Italian
Communist Party (the one party
Christian Democrat Government kept
in office thanks only to outside
support from the PCI) intends, with
the help of the unions, to cut back the
growing numbers of unlmrsnty
entrants with educationai ‘reforms’
which would increase the length of

university studies, restrict the number

of courses open to students and put
up the cost of studying.

For some time now ltallan youth and
students haye been living out a new
situation reminiscent of May '68,
responding militantly to the
grovocations of the trade union
ureaucracies and the police. Once
again the struggle is being carried out
not by the recognised gmups afthe
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left, but by non=—aligned grc
which have sprung up sponta
in the recent months *-:g th

roupings, Autonomis Opormz
? utonomous workers), Clrcol
Giovalll, Syouth circles), the
Molropol tan Indians and the
autonomous feminist groups o
movement that represents a new,
of autonomous etruo?le. Fernar
Mir reports the assault on the pc
of Itatian urban life.

MILAN

Milan Dec. 7 '76. The city centie was o
by 5 000 policemen, plus the speciai 4
brigades: an unprecedented dup»,u {
was to defend the openinig night of O
Scala, (In 1968 a thousand student
bombarded the elegantly dressed p
eggs.) This time the protestors were t f
Youth Circles” who were provoked by th.
same peuple who were calling for sacrific
1o save the ltalian economy ﬁ.\d paid astror
(100 000 lire per ticket) to attend the op

A similar aetion had taken place on Ociof
six hundred members of the “Proletarian
seized a packet of 2 500 fire tickers 1o o o
Bernardo Bertelucsi’s “1900" and sold the
political price of 500 li .Ibt activities of
Operaia, which organised ‘! J\v'ipprupm ior




ermarkets, shy
rimpact. The Wing week gre
ts of Milanand its dormitor, suburbs
L action, On Stinday November 7, 3 000
J descended on the Piazza Vetra, Milan taking
vho were plepared for a rogtine operation,
v by surprise. Bursting:into four cinemas, they
Mted a dempnstration some 4 000 strong,
g this, a price reduction was proposed for
« performances, Thistespanse was 2 new
istration, this u’me‘!‘mi)luing 52of Milan's “youth
with their banners decorated with Barish colours
Jlawings, the Apache emblem (a hatchet) in the
i, flags, gustars; the pink and Mowered flags of the
stand gay groups, o
The movement is
rogeneous, made up
et together” and who're
the mimic:y of | extreme

\ apparently
young people who “want 1o
c! bMR the traditional l¢ft

Ihe autonamaus tht back in the assemblies
isserting their real re for a better life, the
| importance of occupy , the refusal 1o sign away
| their whole lives fora "“We are coming out of the
| gherto, We Shall v city.” Assemblics inside

ntancous festivities,
p

| patience; frome
| Ihe assembly 1o
| into an itinerant
| theatre in the
! \nd off the &
marshalls, let
long hair, bean
surplas

Feb 17
sirects o

life, the rejection of all forms of authority, ete.. Indians,
fomoseaudls, unemployed, aulonemeous groups . . . Here,
then, is a difference between the young people of May '68
and the Mnf::romanl_;ﬁim the feminisis and the
ex-militants of the leftist groups. The former were the
beginning of a quantitative and qualitative
revolutionary moverent; they took the fil
they saw in Cobn-Ben s the spok

| violently anti-PCI

| militant shot by police in demonsiration March 11 |
ik
3 wmalon taok to the streets of Milan and Molotov

| facuities
| communist

2 By the demonstrators were: “'Sacrifice yourself Lama, we

The destruction wt

Are preaching is nothing but
elence against the outside world,
YMOous groups formed by ex-members of
'.u).s IeTOst parties express themse|ves like this former
mifttant of Lotta Continua [Continuous Struggle,
E:lnl—parlunmnury left group with polirics similar to
Flame. | Those who call us apalitical make me laugh,
Politics no longer exists, if it ever did. What does the PCI,
mean to me? | wouldn't have thrown bricks at Lama on
Thursday February 17. | would.have climbed up on the
platform, taken him in my arms and kissed him. They
were fooking for a fight, Bricks dre what they wanted. A
Dassionate kiss would have destroyed him. That's what we
have 10 do, destroy the whole thing without being afraid
ot our awn madness . . . "

A woman from the autonomous Feminist groups:
""During the last few years of long hard struggles against
the male state we have learned (o make no distinction
between work and sex, The selfhelp we have been
practising for some time now has led us to refuse, once
and for all, the idea that anyone or any group should be
the compulsory mediatars of our daily work. We women
are the foremost outeasts of this shitty society, We chose
to fight alone, or almost, for abortion, for women’s control
of abortion, to force doctors not to refuse to perform
abortions for so-called reasons of conscience, etc, . .. At
the same time, | reject the label of woman-meother, which
simply boils down to doubl oloitation of wo of
reproductive woman, who provides socicty with its labour
force, and of supposedly emancipated ‘woman, whose task
it IS 10 Create a situation where women are no longer the
| principal outcasts. That's- why 1 am taking part in this

Iso as one of the une Sgnd'
ur

Big

| desperate, the unemployed, of today and tomorrow, the
protetarians. And it will continue, [ am sure, even if it
takes time to change things.”

-After the death of Francesco Lorusso | Lotia Continua

3 I was in a stale of siege. On Saturday March 12, a

alice station was attacked in Turin and 4 peaople

emonstrated in the sireets. In Milan, an explosive device
went offin.a carabineri barracks. On the same day 10 000

tails were. thrown. At Milan university, as in other
througheut Italy, the break between the

youth and the extreme left was already quite
clear on the Friday. Saturday’s demonsiration was

| and anti-union, Typical slogans chanted

originalil
Metr

in we

winter in b . '
famaous Milanese a e & e

Wi want: more creativity at the warkplace and in
?T,TQ'L??:;'..'& Sk - ing-class districts, a more energetic critique of
zive power to the warkers. Thursday in the university of mmgﬁ.ﬂmﬁfiﬁ'ﬁ.ﬁ of
Rome, the PCI militants 10 protect Lama |General | % : : .
Secretary af i Ca e Communist | the autcasts, freaks and young proletarians of al Iy is
ontrolled trade union cefederation] becasse ne tolg | 24vAnEing on Milan.» :

them there hv:uuld a;h; some fascists hrem mb bn_l’up.‘
But when they heard our sl they began to smile.
Inspite of Lama they are sﬁ%hhman beings. That’s why
we fake slogans, 1o show people that a slogan is nothing
but empty words, no more than a noise. It can help us
laugh together and help towards changing political activity
ocial life. 1t's no longer enough 1o stand up and be
~ounted - we need to sing . .. We want jobs fit for human
beings, neither alienating nor badly paid. Jobs that leave
s time to play and be together. We want houses for alf,
pen houses, spacious houses, without anxieties or
families. | belong 1o the lower middle class,
which is to the middie class what the sub
the working elass, My father is a mings
1 man who is.desperate . .. We wan
houses, not churches; doctors that p
than cure it; workers who aré ans, .
o-operatives instead of factaries .. . | don't like diso
il know that it's inevitable, (hat it's the only way of

| Their terror

t feel like 'Jiﬁua-." “The PCI with the bosses that's

nﬁwmé ‘What we do: react

3 t occupations and
ﬁm ‘against heroin,
e

nce ‘unemployment
yitat marginal -

Two days of play, discussions, music étc. . . . the thirst
for life, for a total exchange of experierices, We danced
long around the great totem pole during the season of the
strawberries, We have crossed the green prairies, we saw
the great mountains, we have travelled the paths without
rest until at last we came upon the great salt lake in the
seasons of the hots colours,

Now the rainy season has come; the rain that blurs the

colours, We need warmth; we need to remain together to
live in happiness during the cold season.
The gréycoats [police| have denied us everything, They
pursue us with their cold eyes. They wish 1o engulf us in
the chaos of this city, They o;:l thﬂ; dh:ge pig jowls to
swallow us up in their rotten Lo nguts.

But the wind of our despair will blow ceaselessly in the

yeoats' ears. Our wrath will rattle their tin<can brains.

will take on the colours of our tendermess,
| Their disdain will inc our forces; their presumption

will destroy them. WE have dug up the hatchet,

After the expulSion of the commur st Lam
university, the Rome movement proclaimec

nunted down General Lama, but this will not b
Little Big Horn."” The Minister of the Inte

the [adian terminology, had this to say: “We shall ne
allow our country to be turned into the W ild W
university shall not become a stranghold of
Metropolitan Indians, freaks and hippies.”

The whole movement reveals a desire to “transform
life" and at the same time a certain despair that we see in
the emergence of the Metropolitan Indians, “The Indian
thing is a pretext," says a student with fantastically painted
skin, “by tomorraw we shall have disappeared or split up
into a thousand tribes. Never mind. The important thing
15 that within the movement there is less talk, less ideology,
more truth, a new form of political activity and, finally,
new kinds of inter-personal relations.™

MANIFESTO OF THE METROPOLITAN
INDIANS

We demand:

The abolition of borstals
abolition of all prisons).
The requisition of all empty buildings for the
establishment of youth centres and communal alternatives
to family life.

Public funds to be made available for the financing of
alternative drug rehabilitation centres and all
independently run cultural organisations.

The reduction of admission charges for the cinema,
theatre,land all other cultural establishments to a level
determined by the youth movement.

The total decriminalisation, irrespective of misuse, of

est. The

(as a step on the way to the

lution | marijuana, mescalin and LSD, including their distribution,
?,%‘,'f,,, use and develop by the mo ;
T A Wages For Laziness.
%8 D /
'\":!;’x,‘ /

| encountered ready made that is constantly on our backs,
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1Km?2 land for every person and animal

The abolition of the age of majority so that all children
that want to leave home are free to do so, even if they can
only crawl.

The immediate release of all animals from flats and cages.

The destruction of zoos and the right of captive animals
to return to their homelands.

The destruction of the Altar of the Fatherland [a
monument in Rome| and its replacement with every kind
of vegetation with space for animals and a lake for swans,
ducks, frogs and fish.

The peoples assembly proposes to organise, starting in the
community, anti-family militias to free young people,
especially girls, from patriarchal tyranny. The
Metropolitan Indians call upon all creative young people
to organise a national happening of the young proletariat
for the beginning of spring.

APPROACHING DRUMBEATS

The sound of the tom-tom has reached our ears at last. All
the violence of our opposition to a world, a society

s now erupting. “Not a revalution, you majesty, a
mutation'. A mutation that is finding its full expression in
a moment of lucidity. Taday we are violent, just as at
other times we were silent detractors of 2 game that had
nothing 1o do with our real lives. Suddenly we have
discovered that we are many. We know that our strength
Is nothing in the struggle to change a whale society,
Sometimes the only way out is to head for a new promised
land. Nevertheless, we love our cities. Enough to think of
creating our mation in a city that makes us outcasts, in
few houses on a single block. . .

We were hippies, or we felt ourselves their brothers at ;
given moment. We dreamt of California and the fle
the groups, their life, until the system put it afl on
market. We felt with the events of '68, and we ima
the barricades in our own streets. We put on war p
gave free rein 1o our emotions and vibrated with our
Italian '77. And we saw everything go under. We saw
once again the game was 100 strong for us 1o resist
assimilation. We had despaired once again at the thought
that laly 77 had been yet another failure. But we were
filled with joy in the end, when we realised that ltaly ‘77
was, yel again with the cry of a people that will never be
assimilated, whatever tricks the system may employ

We raise our banner, and a single slogan remains
engraved on our hearts: ~“LET NO ONE PREVENT US
FROM BEING OURSELVES"D Ajoblanco 22, Tr

anslated

Never apin shail we smoke the pipe of peace with the

ne hike a human being in a society in which order

greycoats.”

Barry Smerin
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0z slipped quietly out of our live e winte
1973 and, sad 5 ¢ )
the ynin f eft. It was unique in 15 ag ach

remarkable freedom
bewilderir

Sa what went wrong, then, and why did Oz come t
such an untime j : limactic er David
Widgery and Richard Neville bot ¢ 1l pi
on this theme be the 1 whick
W TN ! i
mo ent, having writl r Oz ir
previous issue. He start stwhile
rebels become shee “rior
fecturers in deviant writers,
commiercial radio hacks”, the ques

prompted by the frantic (and suc 5 into
the underground press at that time by
music papers, and the newly formed ¢ and
commercial radio stations to absorb as many
disilfusioned writers as they could tempt, with fat

of this and the open hostility towards Oz displayed by
almost all the rest of the press, and desperate financial
straits meant, as Widgery points out, that the quality

salaries, The continual strain of carrying on in the face

and the cynicism of many

it a time when larger numbers of people
€ 1ng Lo The gossip-column
shness ¢ superceded the idealism of the

artwork was gradually

laced by more and more full-page ads for record

jes. George Melly had said at Oz’s tr

ly 19 that he'd called his book ‘R
f 5 15 he saw it, each popculture began
11 v rized upon by entrepreneurs,

packaged and turned ‘style’. Charles Shaar Murray,

riting in the Schoolkid's Oz was the excuse

trial) made much the same point, i.e. that once

it couldn't ignore the music of

t step is package

. and the revolutionary

{whicl

take it over

t, sell This works very well

Capi is alive and well-—-thanks to us what

3 ou ith your street-fighting ideals if the very
people y ant 1o fight against can package
street-figh put it into sters, records and books
and sell it to you at enormous profits?"” Widgery
yrgues that the underground was smashed by the forces
it had defied because, by 1968, it couldn't be “laughed
it or ignored or patronised any longer”, and the lengthy

series of raids, seizures of material a

I

d general

rassment by the police, up to and including the
entual trial showed quite clearly that Oz had caused
considerable panic among certain sections of society

Its anti-authoritarian stance, its questioning of the
work ethic and its often sensationalised and
exaggerated sexual content meant that 0Oz stood on ane

Q1 afied uo stw;uv LMOU Adyl 318 BXEUM SIUUAQ XI|2 4 UOSIapUY Wi ‘211IAGN §

When the music’s over:

OZ and the underground.Recouperated..or upstaged?

side of what Richard Neville called the culture gap,
which was much more than a simple generation gap.
Those who were quick to attack Oz were often
motivated by fear, stemming from a complete inability
1o understand what was going on. To the Fleet St.
papers, Oz was just a more offensive than usual piece
of porn, and the obvious point about pornography, 50
obvious that the Longfords and the Whitehouses étc.
can't see it, is that in itself, it presents little threat to
capitalism. It is an eminently saleable commodity; why
shouldn't capitalists sell sexuality itself if they can use
sex to sell practically anything else they want us to
buy? Thus the porn industry flourishes with the
co-operation of the law, and publications dealing with
SeX rely prosecuted for that reason alone, It is
when they can be seen to have progressed from mere
sensation towards forms of social satire, and actually
ask questions about the nature of sexuality, morality
and the law that the forces of law and order invoke
their best vintage bullshit about protecting us all from
depravity and guarding public morals against
corruption. As Richard Neyille explained at the trial,
Oz and its readers had had enough of the powerful
interests which controlled the media, whether it be for
political or financial ends. Oz sought to_provide i voice
for people with new things 1o say and nowhere to sa
them. The intention was to mirror a changing way o
life alt aver the world, giving a platform to the
“socially impotent’” whose struggles were denied
legitimacy —homosexuals, children, women, blacks,
the poor, the third world, clinically-defined psychotics
and “erotic minorities’.

are v




become invol
discu Y
attemp ¢
really happer
denial of reality, thi
Judge and the prose
the relevance of t
Mortimer had argued, were central fo the ¢
right to free dissent; the erosion of our
the fact that the implications of the pros
affected everyone, in that everyone's right to free
discussion was at stake. Judge Argylle informed teh
jury that the sre not what the ca

s proved to t

ution would not
issues which

i.e. the

about at all e Alas
50 much of it missed the point. Most of nothing
to do with the issues that we have to consider this
¥ not a political prosecution.”

The court was ¢ ty in another world. In Richard
Neville's words it was like going back in time "to &
iwonderiand of wigs and starched coliars, of liveris

courtiers and secrei passageways and people talked
as though the outside world stood stifl. And most of
what went an in that world, moreover, was probably
rrelevant.” By the end of the trial it must have been

gar to the defendents that any attempts to relate the

tion of Oz o the infringements on our freedom
by the Industrial Relations Bill and the Misuse of
s Bill (both being pushed through at the time by

pvemmemﬁ in such an atmosphere was

* Prevention

¢t have

1ally being

ater political

in terms of their

3 sttacks on Oz and
haps nterpreted as

the e creation of a climate in which
ensorship, detention without trial, deportation,

restriction of movement, police harassment and
invasion of privacy and civil liberties are regarded as

normal and acceptable aspects of law enforcement

Increase |
| control ov
propagant
the

Oz's concern with what was really happening meant
that it stood against the traditional left as well as the
right. Its politics of everyday life whict stioned the
work ethic, hierarchy and power was closer to
anarchism, and 1ts often naively enthusiastic approach
attackod the sterile dogmatism and arrogant
self-rightecusness of the left | iferousty as it
condemned the brutality of every life in the
capitalist state. For anarchists, Oz was important
because it raised issues scarcely recognised by the rest
of the left. It's difficult to imagine any Tratskyist
group campaigning on behalf of Richard Neville's
"erotic minorities”, or children's rights. At best, the
feft dismissed Oz as irrelevant, and at worst, condemned
it as "“bourgeois degeneracy”’ Indeed, the left's 3
obsession with the horrors of sex, drugs and mysticism
was hardly different from the crass over-reaction of the .|
hysterical right, and such a completely inadequate

ay

critique wasn't able 1o gloss over the glaning defects
shown in the left's own anatysis. It barely con
moreover, the fact that in a society controlled b
organisations, Oz and the like would be amang the first
to be suppressed. "Revolutionary Mlﬁsmg."sli T
argues, "is profoundly libertarian and concerned with
the totality of working class life." Therefore, he
believes that a magazine like Oz has to be firmly
anchored in working class palitics, although he admits
the "crab-wise progress of socialism in our time,
particularly the defeat of the revalutionary mavement
in Russia in the twenties.” The real problem is that
“revolutionary” socialism has always defeared itself
because its struggles have usually been eonfined to
relatively narrow issues and ignored issues which simply
cannot be ignored. A purely class analysis doesn't as!
enough questions about the totality of our lives as
obedient consumers of bath goods and ideology. It

was perhaps possible, for those that recognised this, to
escape the socialist tradition, and Oz at its best
represented precisely that escipe; a voice for those with
the temerity to demand a say in the running of all
ispects of their lives. For a while, it seemed that the
revolution was going to be fun after all, However, fun
wasn't a concept recognised by the law or the left. A
revolution for fun means a revolution for a new way of
living without wage-slavery, without domination and
exploitation, where human beings can choose to live
together, without coercion, in free co-operation, having
tull control over their lives and their environment. Such
a vision is inevitably at odds with the left because there
is no mention of a centralised organisational hierarchy,
and, for the left, revolution has always been about
authority and control. The party elite rules; strategy is
dictated from above and those below had better
respond with disciplined obedience, On no account
must we organise ourselves, or act directly and
spontaneously. Above all, we shall not enjoy ourselves,
How much real difference is there between this kind of
authority and the attitide of Judge Argyle in banning
laughter from his court? The absurd and unreal world
where, every so often, as Richard Neville puts it,
everyone bows to the leading man, functions in
precisely the same way whoever controls it, and has no
place in any truly free society.

Left and right were unanimous in tneir
condemnation of the sexual content of Oz, For the
right it was just the excuse needed to launch an attack.
For the left it was just a symbol of its suprised
degeneracy, and nowhere did their condemnation
touch on its deep sexism. In fact the best criticism of
Oz often came from within its own pages, and David
Widgery acknowledged that it had failed to recognise
the true nature of the oppression of women: "“What
finally knackered the underground was ils complete
inability to deal with women's liberation." It was not
enough to condemn repression and hypocrisy, and
bring sexuality out into the open, if the new sexual
revolution was only going to b esurrection of the
ld confidence ‘free love"' whereby women
were expected (by men) to assert their “freedom" to

ick of

re their formally pas uality and yet still
ontinue to fulfil ar vated for them by men
(| traight lef incentrates aon class
s and p: nt attention to oppression of all «

s0 Oz and the
senuine sexual
the end of
ial and political

en seen by

ysition,
stand that

hatever thei

Y Mear

maledomination in

situations. R

men as

lefinec

relegated to a secondary role ¢

support and loyalty to their o The imagery of
evolution, whether in posters of Che, the romanticised
machismo of the guerilla, or the crash-helmeted heavy

militants of the sixties “new"” left, has reinforced
male-supremacist notions and masculine definitions of
“the rebel’ and this firmly established sexist tradition
in left wing politics has contributed to the continued
enslavement of women by men. Oz, afthough unable
to escape this concept of male dominated politics,
published many articles which made most of the aboye
points. True to its contradictory nature, it managed 1o
combine such critiques with outrageous sexism in the
form of advertising from the recording industry,
straight profiteering pornography organisations and
articles and illustrations which treated women in much
the same way as Playboy. It's all too easy to see how
0z and the underground made mistakes and that
fundamental issues were bot being adequately deéalt
with, Once this was realised it was time to stop,
re-think, and start again. Trouble is, having stopped,
nobody's got any further, and Oz, the underground
(whatever it was or wasn't), the events of May ‘68 and
the all too brief hope all of those things offered us has
very suddenly become another piece of history, and
another set of mistakes that we can (we hore) learn
from. Perhaps Angelo Quattrochi summed it up in his
picce on the situationists (0z 20): ““The myriads of
desire not fulfilled, the thousand desires sparked by
daily frustration, fill our air with a lethal mixture
which slowly the acqui The rebel
chokes, his cough is the only sign of life in the thick
smog.”’ Pity about the masculine pronoun . . . %
note  Geoff Ingarfield b
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ANARCHISTS IN more than a mention here of the
Harvest Strike of 1883 |
ANDALUSIA 1868-1903. |,/ " o s ol
By Temma Kaplan. arity; the abortive Jerez Insurrection of
{Princeton £6.00) 1892, wholesale repression, terrorise
and the perpetuation of anarc 1
It 1 ful additior organisation of the ymunity by
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¢ A h ; SPANISH REVOLUTION
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vere no (solidarity, Toronto. £2-50)
thout RIem Y8 On the 27th of June hundred
" . s | peaple gathered together in London to
} ' the 1 dise ¥hat is the CN.T.2" Whilst ir
@ ‘ | n y new C.N.T. tha
| emergir Jifferent to that
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one hand ) COT r " b ecti
the othe Y Heng archise yppropriations were gradual
i hose wh undern hat the revolut
U !
) and control by of
ended 1o attract the
vile archo-communi |
ced their ourgeois' notions. Th ollaboratio an
.)w,mp al ¢l was assaull guards w
resolved by the pment in Barcelona, the CN
syndicalism ~but it would be interesting | o, pany resistance. Fr
10 see how the old debate influenced thewr influence waned
the ulgamwlum of collectives in weeded out of the republican military,
19367, either through legal means or shao
cold blood. The CN.T. did little to try

Considerations of space preciude

REVIEW

and stop the tortures and imprisonments
by the communist parties secret police,
With the re-emergence of the C.N. T
It is important that the lessons of its
previous failures are learnt. It is more a
m of how to deal with those
parties that claim to be revolutionary,
such the commut unist party, than how

Tuest

to defeat sm. “NEVER IN
| HISTORY has any government, "fefrist’
| or othe i fulfilled the needs of the
| w ng classes." (C.N.T. leaflet June
‘ 7). T is much to be mt from
| Spar f " there are ¢
|tk has ¢ ed a lot in the last
i' Irs, utionaries in all
wunt W faced by the leftist
Wt ho will try divert the
olution into refe !
pitalism. This book can help us
prepare for these dangers(] FB

POLAND: 1970-71
CAPITALISM AND CLASS
STRUGGLE.(Black and Red
|90p)
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Although its sub

which took place 7 years ago this

which is a translation of I||1 major part
of a work originally published by the
French group Informations
Correspondances Quvrieres, is most

In a period when the monolithic

timely
edifice that was the Eastern Bloc is
understanding

beginning to crumble, an

of the Polish strikes and demonstration

of late 1970 is essential to an
tanding of th

infolding

under revolutionary

drama which is in that bloc

The book divides into 2 parts: th
first part is a vivid and ¢ ting
lescription of the worke f ) in

the Baltic po
Isewhere

f massive increases in the price of food

Coming as did just befo.

Christmas

price rises were a
pidity

Bnomy

reaucraty {
risis ridden
jominated by th

ste capitaism

rices of 3 number of

ts which only

, were reduced

r explod
strations

In Gdansk, shipyard work
on which went 1o«
ocal P
jelegates w

yrice rises with t

bureaucracy. The
following morni
M

arrested, The B
warkers took to the streets arching
to the tunes of the Internationale and
the Hymn of the People’s Guards, they
made thelr way to the Party offices
demand the release of their arrested

comrades.

Here revolutionary sociologists

should note that the workers attempted
to involve students from the
Polytechnics. The students did not
respond. Fighting broke out on the
afternoon of December 14 when police
attempted to stop workers reaching
Party headquarters, Taking hold of
stones, bolts, lead pipes, chains,
whatever came to hand, the workers
fought bac L. The pulux retreated
Buildings symbolic of the power and

, rivilege ul the Party were set on fire.
ars were captured and thrown
off a bridge onto a railway line. Bottles
wnd alcohol were seized to make
molotov cocktails. Hoardings and
Christr trees were used to make
bonfires in the stréets, fire engines sent
to put them out were added to the
conflagration, Buses were also set
abkiss

Shops were looted, workers taking
furs, oranges, wines, items of
conspicuous consumption which
normally they could only dream of.
The bureaucratic expropriators were
being expropriated with a vengeance
Ihe workers were acting for themselves
and themselves alone.

To quote the book: “The workers
self-organisation in a nation wide
struggle convincingly refutes those who
hold that the working class can only
remain at the stage of blind rebellion
without the participation of “heads",
of an “elite’” and a section of the forces
of order. Their isolation from other
classes forced the workers to organize
themse Poland in 1971 provides an
example of development from the §
ground up and according to the
requirements of the slruggle This
example is all the more “pure’’ because
intervention by any party, union or
group was impossible; they had been
ruthlessly eliminated by the “workers’
party' which embodied the repressive
system in all its rigidity."”

Part 2 of the book clearly shows how
the bureaucracy recuperated the working
class hack into the structure of official
society. This was achieved by a clever
mixture of stick (the use of troops who
opened fire on the workers, arrests and
imprisonment, the thréat of Soviet
intervention) and carrot (promises to
rescind the price rises and increase
’s, the distribution of a bonus, talk
of “workers' participation”) at the same
time, seizing opportunity in both hands,
m.» technocratic, economist faction of

sierek in alliance with the stalinist,
ultra-nationalist group of Moczar pushed
pushed itself into power, ousting the
discredired Gomulka wha had himself
ridden to power on the revolutionary
wave of 1956

The translators’ postscript bears
witness to the fact that the events of
1970/1 were na flash in the pan In
workers' anger at price rises again
loded into strikes and riots, the

cts of which are still being felt. On
, 5 000 marched in Krakow to
31 the mysterious death of
Stanistaw Pyias, an active supporter of
the Workers Defence Committee set up
to aid the families of those arrested
during the riots. The widely distributed
samizdat publication
Information Bulletin carries news of the
Workers Defence Committess and
workers to cantact them,
ey collected 2 000 names

ona r- tition demanding an inguicy
he torture of workers deumtd in

Police ¢

Wag

and read

do worse than follow theif Polish
comrades example ] Terry Liddie,
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Letters marked * have been cut for
| reasons of space.

Dear Zero™

A few days ago | saw the first edition of
vour new paper. Congratulations, It's
really great to see the beginning of an
OngoINg anarca-feminist project. Here in
the LL.S. a sizeable portion of the
feminist movement is clearly moving in
that direction. However we still don t
have a paper though more and
us are getting t

establish on g
Love and anarchy
Helene Ellenberger
Seattle, Washington

yre of

know each ot

ing communica

Dear comrades*
It was an interesting expe
the collective statem
pages and | woul
ideas since | hope that
will be the start of a de
Firstly |
a mention ol t
sufficient in my mind t
mention of all "hierarchica
duthaoritarian t
the theory of the
technobureaucrats ¢ 1S
mention in anarchist theory. The old
style of capitalist no longer exists.. The
only people who both own and control
the means of production in this country
are those who have small family firms
and as such exert no significant
influence in the exploitative system.
The ICls, the BPs the BRs the National
Enterprise Board, the Fords, the Flats,
the big merchant bankers, the insurance
companies and so on are not run by
people who own the company. Another
breed of person controls apart from
those who own. In fact a struggle has
taken place over the past century
between the old bosses of the
capitalist/bourgeois type and an
emerging new class of new bosses of a
techno-bureaucratic type. The increasing
success of the latter has been caused
primarily by the incapacity of the
“Family capitalist’ of the 19th century
to continually expand. The first types

disappointe

ireaucracy. It

|

scial

: an merger were of course marriages
Between different capitalist families

Bt as these ‘trusts developed and these
pFOrganisations became more complex,
the place of capitalists as controllers of
the fortunes of their firms was taken
over by executives. The development of
the nationalised industries, furthermore,
provided another new playground for
the new powerful techno-bureaucrats.
It is quite common for business people
from ‘private enterprise’ (ie not
‘nationalised’) to take jobs as directors
of this and that nationalised industry
Their behaviour is that same except
that the resources that they now
control are much greater than before.
Bakunin had intuitively grasped the
development of this ‘new class’ with
relation to the marxists. He argued that
the type of society proposed by Marx
would produce a dictatorship over the

masses by those who controlled, not the
means of production (because
theoretically in a Marxist e the

‘people’ own the means of production)
but knowledge, Indeed the little known
writings of Bruno Rizzi claborated the
concept of ‘the collective bureaucracy’,
bwhich in Russia, whilst not owning the
imeans of production, collectively uses
the system for the benefit of the
Bureaucratic class.

| feel this is relevant to your

statement in two ways. | do not agree

it "Both anarchists and Marxists
igve . . . in free communism’. Marxist
ysis rends to deny the possibility of
evelopment of other types of

oppression apart from capitalist forms.
If however by ‘Marxist’ you mean
ordinary members of the various
Marxist parties | will agree that only
some of them really want ‘free
communism’. And secondly, if you
accept the analysis of the rise of a new
techno-bureaucratic class you must
re-examine the significance of the
statement that ‘this nuclear family is
the economic base basis for capitalism.’
Is the nuclear family the economic
basis of a techno-bureaucratic society
A glance at the ideology advanced in

smopolitan’ should be cause for
doubt. The ideal here is of the young
waman making her way in big business
Marr
but h
B

e is not entirely frowned upon
children is definitely taboo
st wishes for the future

Nino Staffa

Lendon

Dear sisters*

Fve just finished rea

 your paper. |
aid it better myself!! It

ouldn’t have

eltin a long
2 so basic, cl and
us in the wome
re anarchists are of
st struggling against the
2 s of male supremacy that

tle time or energy to affirm our
anarchism in a more formal way. This is
not to say that a good many feminists
don't work in a basically anarchist way,
but often it seems to be politically
unconscrous,

Many male anarchists in the United
States seem to have more fear and
contempt for feminism than they do for
the established government. As a
result women have stopped contributing
to their papers and bulletins because of
the reactions of hostility and ridicule
they have received. Also male anarchists
in this country often call themselves
individualist or capital ‘anarchists’-
something my definition doesn’t
encompass.

| hope in future issues you will
devote some space to issues like
battered women, Wages For Housework

we have

Maybe you would consider doing a
review of ‘Housework Handbook’ (I’'ve
sent you a copy). Some of us Anarchist

women have put much work and
thought into this issue for a long time,
but it often appears as if the
Marxist-Leninists have a monopoly on
the issue because of their monolthic,
dogmatic line

Best wishes in your work!

In Sisterhood,

Betsy Warrior

Cambridge Massachussets

Dear Zero*

I've just seen a copy of Zero—and it
looks good. It certainly ought to fill a
glaring great gap in the available
anarchist/feminist journal world. The
anarchist/libertarian gays need to get
themselves together next—or has Zero
such connections?

Good luck

Rose Tanner

Croydon

Dear Friends

We felt the need for a v libertarian

paper and its amazin at its happened,

Hopefully it will go weekly entually
F y g

Ne don't like the name. How about
more on punk ("Punk Against Fascism')
new forms of revolt. The situation has
changed.

East Anglian Libertarians have started
2 campaign for the Demilitarisation of
East Anglia. The group from Norwich
went to USAF Mildenhall an May 29th
Open Day'. We were few (7) they were
many (150 000). Consequently
attempts to hand qut leaflets failed

through a combination of facts, fears,
paranoia—inducing Amerikan police

and threatening jets. We would like to
see Zero emphasise anti-militarist
campaigns, and anti totalitarian struggles
€.8. against nuclear technology, the
festival at Windscale

With love and playful rebellion,

jerrard’

Norwich

Dear Zero collective®

The paper's great, very needed
considering the state of the left press at
the moment. We're using the
rchism/Feminism article as a basis

liscussion in the women'’s group
lidarity

Fran Townsend

L

Love and

eicester

Very seldom do | read a ma
But | felt | had to on getti

I found

centre page art

ripping. You really
show how ferinism and anarchism
need 1« ly ‘mar (?! Zero
typist) Th tre page article contains
a profound truth. It has helped me to
widen my consciousness. . 50 much so

that | am changing the title of my work
Of Man and Revolution to Of
Humankind and Revolution. | am
passing Zero on to my HAPOTOC
brothers and sisters. | am sure they will
get much from it also. Many thanks for
advertising us. We will do the same for
you.

Love

Michael Tobin

Amsterdam.

Dear Zero collective*
| don't consider abortion an anarchist
or feminist objective, | consider it
killing, the ultimate oppression. Life
begins at conception and gradually
develops. There is no sharp distinction
between unborn and born. Abortion is
not just a woman's control over her
own body, because the embryo is not
part of her body

However | think that Zero
overstressed the abortion issue even for
a publication that agrees with abortion
I ¢can think of more important things
What about women'’s problems in jobs
and housing? How about working to
remove some of those social grounds
that drive women to abortion? What
about rape? What about the problem of
battered wives? There isn't much, if
anything, about these issues

There were some things | liked: the
article on N.Ireland which explored the
question of why the UK government is
hanging on—the review of the two
pamphlets on socialism—the foreign
news.
Love and peace
Diana Forest
Hastings

Zero replies
Is abortion killing? We don’t think
so; others might. Whatever our
beliefs we have no right to
impose an individual
viewpoint on others

and '
this is precisely what '
arrogant sexist '
legisiators
such as Benyon '
are '
altempting '

forcefully to do, with the backing ot
S.P.U.C. and the R.C. Church.
Where does human life begin and is the
foetus part of the woman's body? We
think human life begins at birth, when
the embryo is capable of an independent
existence, until then it is clearly a part
of the woman’s body. There seems to
us to be a very fine distinction between
abortion and contraception if life is
defined as beginning with conception.
But we consider these arguments
about when life starts irrelevant to the
issue of abortion. Abortion should be a
matter of choice, a decision made freely
by a woman to control her own body.
The letter implies that abortion only
happens under capitalism (and the state
and patriarchy!) because of adverse
social conditions, and that in a
revolutionary situation abortion will not
be necessary. We think control of our
own sexuality, and our bodies is central
to control over our lives in all other
1reas, In any society

Abortion is necessary because of the
lack of safe contraception, and because
of unwanted pregnancies ie, in cases of
rape or where the foetus is damaged (eg
rubella, Seveso)

Finally, we consider children have a
basic right to be born wanted, an
unwanted child can have a crippling
effect on its mother’s life. The only
person who can ultimately decide if a
child is wanted is the woman.

Abortion is cleariy of vital concern to
anarchists and feminists, because it is
about an individual's control over her
own life. We are fighting to control all
aspects of our lives; for women the R
control over reproduction is a
precondition for the control over the
rest of our lives [J Sharon and Patsie.

Dear comrades
Herewith returned 8 copies of Zero +
40p. | haven't the time or energy (I

look after 3 kids on my own) to give

you a detailed critique but, 1. Coverage

of CNT/Spain good and welcome, 2.

Cost makes it difficult to sell. 3. I'm fed
up with strident ‘all males are bastards'sim
plistic feminism. The only people you turn
off are sympathetic males like me. Thank
goodness there are rational feminists

like Mujeres Libres and 2 numbeér o
of libertarian women | know who '
do not like WL&c for reasons |

have briefly indicated. Indeed

| find it much easier to

talk to a female friend

of mine in the CP '0" \
than the man-hating ' J‘ O
conference- ' o J—
going brigade ' @y’b
Mike Malet %
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