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rrr: II E concnt. and eloquent rc qucet of Ba riolom coI Vuuzctti for jus tice, filed with Governor Full er
of Massachuset ts on behalf of himself unul Ni-

cola Sacco, is a document u npuralleled. in A ntericuii
court his toru . Coupled wit h the affidavits slunoinu
t he 01"O::;s prejudice of Judoe fVebst er T hauer aVlttl/st
the doom ed rtullcale and Itil other people holding 'lln-
s tasulardized ideals of social ortjanieation, t his 'request
should be read by ev eru A merican citizen w ho is
conc erned with the integ1'ity of American justice.
The pet ition, the affidauits, and editorial comments

on them are printed in this pamphlet for wide dist ribu-
tion so that Americans may know the is su e. The fa ith
of intelligent people th e w orld ouer in American. court ,')
w ill be permanenilqj upset if this Mussaclius et te tria l
is allowed to stand. Sacco and Van zetti have nev er
had a [air trial , Judge Tluuter'» sentenc e upon them ,
condemninq them to burn in t h e elect ric chair Ju ly
10th, approaches realization : WiU Americcms, Pl'O::;-
narous a::; 110 other people iin the wor ld are, and
surro unde d. ioit li devices of comfort and pleasure,
shru g tlicir shoulders at this tragic mockcru of justice?
11' ill j ustice compete s ucces» fully w it h trtule (/1 /;([

1JlclIsurc? Will it be nncrdered: by the indifference of
1Jc01Jle eng rossed in bankbook::;?

VANZETTI'S PETITION TO GOVERNOR FULLER

Derlluun ,) nil, 3, mer.

To Ih e Gove rn or a nd Co unc il of Massnchll 5cltS:

WI'. Ha r lolorncn Vnn zc tt i a nd Ni cola ('oll filled ill lhe jail a t Dedham um lc r
se n te nce of death a fl e r convk-tlon of th e c r u ne of mu rde r in t he first d('I'ree, Iw,',-hy
p ray you 10 exe rc ise th e power conferred upon you hy the COlls l il ul ion of
uchuse t ts pu hlicly to inv esttgute a ll t he fnets o f our cases a nd se t II I' free fn un t hat
se nt ence, if t he findin g'S will so dictate to you r urul e rstnnd iug nnd consclenc», W e
deem the fnculty of eompussion to he on e o f tht: h lgh cs t o f t he luuu un nt t rlhutr-s, hil t
here we arc as king no t for mercy bu t for justic e, and this is th e reas on why we hnve
not used the prin ted form p rov ide d fo r petition s o f this nat u re , It con tu ins Ihe wurd
" pardo n", wh ich we are unwill ing to use, althou gh our counsel has nssurcd II I' 1I1l1 t il
docs no t necessa r ily mean forgi ven ess or con vey the idea of a conf'ession o f guilt. \lut
we wish the utmost poss ib le clearness and precision on t his poin t and arc unwilling
to r isk be ing misunderstood.

W e a re not su fficien tl y familiar with your l angu a ge to (' X ] lT('$ S clen r ly the idr-ns
we wa n t to express. For that re ason we have asked our counsel to help us with our
English; but it s hould he rem em bered that the thou ght s nrc ou r ow n,

(I ur counsel has warned us t ha t wh at 'we h uv e to IIIl1 y rlr-ep r-n Ihe prcjur lk-e
a lrai ns t us: hilt we a rc Ioremost ly conce rned t o save wha t no luu nnn power ,,,,""pt
ourselves en n depr-i ve u s o f, our fa ith and ou r dignity, since we have already lu-en
rleprtved of almost a ll of wh a t mcn can deprive nu-n,

\\,' e hnve heen to ld that Your Excellencv stn rrds, and has a lw nvs s lood , for V
in puhli e and p r iva t e life as you ullllerst a'ml it, and that yo u 11I;,' e a mind f'rr-c a l1;1
not in legali stic bonds, So, s ince t he natu re of each humnn is ('on II lion wit h Ihe
fu ndamenta l nnt ure of mank ind, and con sequcntl y th e sr-nthuent of j lls t h-e is f'uurlu-
m en tally common to a ll men, we cnn sa fe ly sp eak to you ns mnn to num, notwi t h-
sta nd ing deep diffe rences o f op in ion wh ich rll v idc us,

Ou r p resent request is ma de first and f'orc rrrost on the of our Innocence.
W e had nothing whatever to do with t he South B rain t ree crime, Our insti nct s muke
us abhor lind our p rinci p les condemn su ch n cri rn e,

" ' e underst a nd that it would he most improper fo r us to arp: uc ou r ca se here at
we tha t you r burden is heavy ; y et we p ray yo u 10 f'orjr ive us Ihe nec r-s-

aity of s ta t ing the fundamental fact s a nd r e asons urnn which 0 111' prayer mu s t be
bas ed , It is not our f'nult if they are many. gra ve. a nd s t r on",

W e ca ll you r atten t ion to th e undisputed facts that at th e lime of the c r ime. after
it . and ever s inc e we had co rne to t h is coun trv we had earned ou r own Ih-ing with
ha rd wo rk : tha t on e o f us was a h!e to make i;rge woges and to ac cum ula te a sub-
s ta ntia l savings bank deposit : th at th e other cou ld ensi !v ha ve done t he slime were it
not t ha t hcing s ingle and o f a well -to-do fa ln ilv h e thought mo re to tha n to snve ;
and .t hllt bo th of us could have had on im!epende n t po sition in l tal y rc jrn rd less of ou r
en r rungs here. W e find t ha t Americans kn o w lit t le of Italian soe inl ('ondi li on s, For
that reason you will fo rgive us if we say that one of us, V unzett i, com es of un old,
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respected, and wel l-to-do family in northern I taly ; and th at the other,
Sacco, comes of a fa mily in Torre l\lagglllre, ccntrul I tal y, ncar t he Ad ri at ic, which
has hecn prominen t in local a tr a irs of go\'crnmcnt fur ma ny years, hi s b ro th er having
been mayor o f T o r re l\la)!l!iore, and several unrIcs mem be rs of the T own Counc il.
T he flll llily is in comfortahle circllmsl"nces. There was no e('unomie necessity for
eithe r of us to come to this eount ry. W e came because we had heard that it was a
lan d of fr eed om- fr eedolll not merely to gain wealth, for which we cared little, hilt
f reedolll o f t he m im i ami of ideas. We always think that a natural r ight , and in th at
is 011 1' happ iness.

W e p ray yOIl to consider al so tha t robbers make away wi th their boot y a nd do
no t l ln ger a bout the scene of the l'J";me in order to add ress p ublic meeti ng s in beh alf
of persecllted radi cal s, which is ,'xadly what we we re preparin)! to do a t t he t ime
of 0 11 1' a rrest ; t ha t whe n t he mot ive cluimed for murder is rohb c rv, some evi de nce is
usu nll y offered that t he accused were found in l'0sSl'ssion of some o f t he st olen money,
or th at th eir cond iti on in li fe had chunged af'tcr Ih e ro hltery. Not t he least e vide nce
of that so r t wus o fl'ere d a l!a ins t us, and 1hc:re is no surh ,:vi den ('e.

It must he considered t hut in Ih is ('llSe Ih " who had J.!:rcal er op po r-
tun itv in lillie and location 10 SC": t "f'! crh ue and tl,,: e r im ln uls have test ified t ha t we
were' not the men, a nd that th ey Il;l'eatly outnumbered Ih"sl' who t es tifi ed that we were
th e men , that SOIll" of th e wi tn esses called hy Ihe prosecutu r to ident ify us had immc-
di ately Idter t he lIIu rd er iden l ified ph" t " !!r ,,phs o f other IlI'rsons as t h" lIlllrdere rs;
that some witnesses who were una hh: 10 iden tify liS a t. th<: poli('e sla ti on identified liS
1II0re th an a year la t e r a t th e t r ia l, doing it wit h Sill'll a part icul ar descriplion (wrong
in it s wOllld -be most import.lIlt pa r l klll" r ) t hat a 's d c'n tis t sa ill it wOllld he impossihle
fo r a human being lo ohsel'\ 'e so Illan y tlii nJ.!:s in SllI'h a s ho r t lapsc of t illle. several
second s. !\Ioreove r, some o f th e witnesses wh o illcn t ir.ed liS a t. Ihe t.rill l h a d not on ly
not come to sec us a ft er 0111' a r rest, hilt had a t t ha t very tillle con fessed to c red ible
persons tha t they wOllld he IInahle to idenli fy lilly of t he c rim ina ls. Goodridge, Il
profes s ion al .. r irllinll l gra n led prllha li on, and I .ola A ndrews, worthy of pity a nd star
wi tn es s, a rc of them. Besides a ll Ih is, I'adl o f liS showed uy rcputahle witnesses that
he wa s elsewhe re a t t he time o f the lJIurder.

11 was claimed th a t on e of li S a fter the murde r was fOllnd in po sse s s ion of Berar-
delli's re\·ol\·er. The ..Iai m was no l t r lle. lm d Ihe I'a re f ill IInalys is that ha s been made
of the evidence IIpon wh i<'h t he GU\'ernlJlen t rd ieel shuws th a t in s t ead of prov ing that
the re\'ol\'er wa s IIc ra rd ell i's re \,ol\ 'c l', it pro\'es that it co uld not have heen Bernrdelli's
revol vcr. The l'1 a ilu Iha t Ihe hull et lh a t k illed Berardell i p a ssed through SIICCO'S pi stol

in d isl'lIl e hc·tw.·.'u tI ... a t Ilw I ria l. a t' d wa s h roll J!h t in to more ser ious
doub t by th e ..a refu \ ex peri lJl"nts ma de hy th e expe rt em pluyed hy 0111' cOllns el lIft er
t he t r illi. T ha I Ih e e\'idl :n('e d id not p ro \'e IIn y such faet is conclus i\'ely shuwn by the
swo rn st a t emenL o f Ca plai n P rOl' lo r afle r t he t r ia l Ih llt,

" A 1 7/0 lim e I 1I1,le 10 filld fln!I cl.id!!7/ce w halever w hich t ended to
1II1! th"t Ih " IUIl'li cll l" r lIIode l I" ,I/e l f OI/Ile/ill J1el'are/ dlli 's lJOe/.II. w hich

CI11110 from 11 Colt. 11111 0,IIItli c " i.<l ol , w hir:h I Ihillk U'ns ,Itlm bered C and hnd
,w me olh er ex hib it Illlmhcr , rfl mb f roll1 /) 111"'0'•• I,i.•tul, 01111 ·' 0 I info'rm ed the
Di.•trict Atlorll cYlltld hi.• a.•.•i.•l fllIl IJef ore Ihe trial . . . , • A/l I,oll!!h I repe"tedly
t"lked or.'er w it h C" plflin VO II A ml lll r!!h H,e .•c ra tch or sc m tc hb .• ,chich he
cla im ed l ended /6 idellt ify I !Ii ., I", I/ I?/. fi N 011 1'1 Ihl/t 1IIU•• t IIn" ll ,II0n8 th rollgh
SI/ cco '.• pi.•tol, h i" .•ll/l elll e" t" cOllce l'lliuy t he id entifyillg marks seemed to m e
entirely IlIlCOIIVi llCi"y."
I'ow, lIhollt t h i/< I' roclor mnll er. we wanl to ca ll YOllr a ttention to a faet. whil' h

hilS a lways ueen igll o red hy Iho se who have tr ied to exp la ill awa y the lIevice IIs ed by
Ih e Di st rk t All o rn ey to lIlak e I' rocln r seem 10 leslify to the exad oppos ite of whal
he rell lly he lie\'ce l. The whole te s tiJllo ny WlIS as fo llnws :

" Q. - Jl <l t' e !IOI£ <I ll Opitl ir", 1/ .' t o w het he r blll/et No.3 (Exhibit 18) Was
fir ed frOIll th e Co lt "" lml1ll t ic u 'leir'h i.• i" m·i rlencllY A .-1 h,, :-e.

{i .-All1l w h<l t i.. yOllr opilliollY A .- - .11Y opill icj/l is thllt it is con.• i.•t ellt
w il h lreill!I fi red f ro lll tle"t p i.<l ol.

(I .-f.• th or o a l£!Il hi,,!' different ill th e "pprl/rnnce of th e o ther fit ·e bill/cI s
to w leit' le I hl/ t 'e jll .•t rllf er red , w leich wOll ld indica te 1,0 you that th ey were not
fi red frolll lIIor e t/lll n o"e we<lII'I1l Y A .-'I'hore i.. not.

Q.-A re t h8 lIppell rtl/lCO of tho.•e IlIl l/flt a con sistellt with bdllg fired w it h
th e .lIIII8 wellp cnlY A .-As fa r as 1 clln .<08.
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Q.-Capfain, did YOll tm ders land my ques l ion 1 a"/':6d YOI/ if you
had all Opi l!io ll a.' t o r !IIJIlIf?r lh e bull» I.• 7 -hich yOIl .•ay t · re fir ed [rom
a ll antomal ic tY1'8 of pIstol xcere lired [r om th "tlllle yUIl ? A .- I xcould flot
say posili7'lJy.

II ' ell, IHlVe you all ol,i"io,, ? A .- 1 hot:«,
Q.- lI'el/ , f!IIII • hu t I Cl:.ked so» befor8. I Ihoull11t pMsibl.II you ci icl,,' t

mule",I""rI. 11 /111 1. '." ol'",i,," tl.< /V 111/1 f/1I11 [rinn "'hi" h 1l1O"e /ir cer
fired ? A.-.lI!! 01'"11011 Is, all Ji.. 7," '1' 8 fired [rom Ih 8 .<lIII,e Il i .•t ol,"
YO:I WIll see Ihut the quest ions uhout Ihe 01111'1' flve lmlle l s wh ich C" "ll1' f'rnm Ih

p b lol of une of t lu- un uh-n t iticd ha"dit" awl II,.hod y ;:Ia in ll d cruu e 1'1'0111 pi stol,
were put no t becnuse they had ,IllY on IIIl' lIS, hu t n .erclv to work
in a de f.nitio n of the word ""o" s ls Ic " I" "S "sell by 'apt" in I'rodor " bo lll 'thc: fut nl
bu llet as 11I"a llin g' all o p ininn that il d i<l pass Ihl'Olll!h ";" c" 'lI'S p is to l, TI lt' Di sl ri el
A t to rney ill t he lirst altoll l tI,,·."· fi\,c: 1t1l1l.'ls p ic kc'd up t lu- word "con si st"nt"
used hy Captain .a l>oll t tilt' . fala l. h"II,'I . nnd ;.!111 h im III rlrfine It as llIeanin!!
th a i " :lly opuuon IS all lin' wert' IIn'<I 11'0111 the Slllllt· pist o l." Of cou rs e eve rvbod v
would un de rs lun d by t hat Ihat wl>CII h.. used lh .. word " ('llIlsi sl cnl" nbou t till" fnl ,;1
hulk-t he used it in IIII' uu ue sense. T hat is what o ur ('OII1IScl un der-s t ood . And th ut
is w hnt .l ud jre when he charged lIlt' jllry that if t he fnl nl bullet
wen t t hrough Sacco s p ist ol, must ha ve been al t he seelle o f th e eri llle,

"a 1ll1 il WII .. Itis l ,i.•'ol IIt,, 1 fir ed th e 111111.'1 Ih l/ I C" PI••ed Iho de lll h of IJer llr c1 ell i.
7'0 llri .• e !I'eri I" e Co 111 11Int17cellltl, iIlJror/I/('ed 1111' 1"" "11I01;!I "f Iw o wit1le...'e.•,
,lI e P roc t or " lid 1" " 1 A 11Iilt,r!!".
\r.e .t his to show l loe de\'l'rJwss Ill' Ihe D is tl'i l'l A lI orney in t n rning

II ho s l d e wIl llcss II1 to a fa \'Clrllhle WIIIlf'SS ill .lIch a way Ihal we lllld on r cOllns el wOllhl
no t see wh at he was do ing . "0hllI WI: Io"\'e jusl s"id "('a lly hdon!!s under 0111' S('COII<l
g round , t hat o u r trial was IIl1 fni r ; b llt it alsll sho\\s th a t we n rc innocent an<l so we
IIIellI ion it here. '

The a ttempt to prm'c t ha I Ihc cap o f one of liS was fOllnd ncnr Ih e Sl'ene of t he
mu rd er n ller ly broke down. Sal'('o' s " llIl'loyer, who Was lilt' on ly witness for the
G"" e rnmen t 011 t ha t pOilll, sa i<l I ltn l ti ll' cal' 1'01111 <1 rJ's" lIIhll'd SaITO'S ('np "in colur
onl y .. . genera l II I'penrarll' C, t haI is all I CIIII say": lllltl said l ha t ano lher l'n p IIsed ns
/I salllp le WII S " t he nc:nrl:s l Ihing" he ha<l sec'n 10 Sal'clI's I'llI'. And Ite te stil1,:,1
pOSltll'eIy th aI he ha<l no l IIlIt:n<le<l 10 i<lelltify Ihl' ca p pil'ked 111' a t the sccne of th e
IIlllrder as Sacco's ca p . :Il l'. K" t1.I1 I1 I11, laldng ad\'a nl,,!!,' o f Ih e fact Ih at Ihere were
1'0111' ('aI's in 1'0ll rt, one o f whi d l was ta k'''1 1'1'0111 Sa ('co's hOllse, to ld Ihe jnn' t hn t
Sa c'('o dCllied his own eap, whc'lI Sac('lI's ' lIIswe r a l>o lll a c, 'I) Iha l he hlld not fo r
II year (I he one ta ke n hy the pol i<'e from h is hOllse) W/lS, "I t looks like Illy ('up" un <l
"I th illk it is IllY ('a p, )'l's: '

The hl'eak <lo wn of a ll Ihis el 'id"IU'(' left no l ltinl! /lga illst liS hilt what th e ,111 <1 ge
ca llcd "eollsc:ioIlSnl'SS of g llill," whieh he says is wltat ('o ll\ ' ic":<1 liS. II is words were:

."/1,.•e '()erdirt .• ,lid 11,,1 rt'.• I , ill ?"!! judi/weIll, 11/' 011 I/' I! l e.•H11I o1l!! of
Ih e elle -wl/ llo....e.•, f or Ih iJ t/ e f ' ·lId<II1 I.<. II•• ,I '/""S. c" l/e d ",,"I? '(('it lle .•.•e.• th"" Ihe
Co m llw llwellll h w ho I e.•Ii/ it'd Ih ,, ' II"ither of Ihe tI"[ell d,,nt .• '/NiTe i1l Ihe billll/il,
ca r. Th e M·ide llt·e Ih ,,1 cOII,'ieletl t he"e d"fe"d" ,,'.' w ".' l:ir'·IIm .•' I/IIl i" l. a",1
'WlIx t:"l...'ide llre i... knf)"Wll ill la'ii' .0 ."1 of !luill .' Th is e 'tJ itlffn CB,
corr olJoral ed a.' It W".' by Ih e "lje-7O·' , II".•.•".•, 70" .' r""IIfJII .,ilJ/iJ f or th fJ .•e ve rd ict s
o f fJuilty."

T o. this ,e\·ideonc'(' . of eon sc·ioll sncss .o f g'lIil t we w ill in a tIIoml'n t, only snying
th.11 Ih e g lll l\. we wl're conscIou s o f Ihe g u lIL of hcin ll; Had iea ls in dall ger

o t dd en LlIlll, IIl1d lo rl ure o r dea th, as had happen cd to 0 111' f riend S lIlsedo IIl1d
o lher j r1elld s a t the h llnds of l\l itdwll I' alr lll'r 's a !!ellis.

The sc:eond g- rnll nd o f 0111' pt'llyer is tl llli 0111' l l'illl WIl S 1111 f a iI', lInwo rlh\' of Ihe
natll e of jllsli ('e, :1Ial eer t a inly linwor th y o f Ih" \.rllclit ion o f e \'e n-handed j llsl i;'e wh ich
YOll r race a nd YOll r ('OIllltry prof,' s s to re< pe et. a rl! llIlWnl , no explnn lliion, rHI ex-

can e\": r Iolot the fm ·ts lloa t th (' les l of Ca plai n who hel ien:d
liS wa s d el IlH'rt ll (·ly penoer!c'd Ity the pros '·(·lIl inJ.!: o llie"' r : or 1I1l1 1 011 1' ('ross-

.a nd espe('ia lly Iht' e' ross-, 'xlu nilla li oll of SIl("'O, as to ltad i<'111 \' iew s, f ric'nd s,
:llId 1".llol1l'"t IIHIS, WaS cll's iJ.!:l1 ed to l'xC'i t l' the IItmosl prej lld ice IIl1d hos til it y lIg:aillsl liS
lit a lil lie th e publie mi nd was most ahnorma lly exei lt:d aga ins t s lleh nwn as we
are; or Ihat It was udmitted by the J udge Oil t he false growltl staled by tin : District
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A ttnr nev that he desired to ascerta in whether we were reullv s incere Radical s, or onlv
pretelldi llg tu he Hadie als, P roo f has been f u rnishcd and ilC\"er con t r-a d ic t ed t hat a't
th e verv time when the D istrict Attorney w a s offer ing th is re asu n tu juslif\' th at
c!"Oss-ex"alllillalion , he had received fu ll info rmal ion f rorn aj.:en ts of the I'lepart-
nu -nt of .I u -I ir« abou t uur views and assoc iates, ami th a t we were 00 th e list o f nu-n
10 he watdwd as B,u lil-a ls , In uverruling the ohjeetions made by ou r counsel 10 this
,' ross-,'xal oin ation the .l udge m rule statelllents in th e preselu 'e o f t he jury which Were
lllll'all l'd for hy anyt hing Ihat had and mus t have op era te d to de ep en the
1,,'cjlJ( lk e aga illst us , It seems 10 ux httle sho rt of IIII)('ke ry to Ihal t he
o f s lll'h oct' lIrr"llI"'S could have ueen removed b)' mere general ud uion itions to th e Jury
t .. treat us fai r ly,

Fu rl he r fad S which cannot he expla ined away we re the suppression hy t he Di strict
A t to ruev o f the testi monv of the importan t eve-witnesses 1\1rs . Kell v, 1\1 rs . Kennedy,
Uould. ,;nd o tlu-rs who wO;lld huve gh'en t est iuujny fav .. ruble to us. ami were sllppress,:d
n.. l. hel' all se the Di st ri ct J\ t to rney distrusted them, hut s imply beeuuse thei r testhuony
would huve "Ollt radil'leel wha t he was trying to prove, T hese facts were un d isp u ted I,)'
allid llv it or .. t he rwise when ou r motions were arglled. And su was t he fact that the
Dis l l'id ,\ l\ orll<:\' ca lleel as a wit lless tu di scrcdit une of Ollr witnesses a na nwd
J 1,' II)" ' r, who hail wit h him a nu te h'Klk in whkh the inC'iden ts of h is inves ti p:uti on illlllle-
d ialt- Iy 1I 1'1"I' Ihe e l'illle were a ll se t ou t , ind lldill g t he refusal o f 1\lr s. Kell y nnd 1\Irs.
1" " 111",1\' to iell'lItif\' either of liS, thc iden t ifie a ti on hy sOllie of the Government witness..s
01' ol he,: pc rs.. lls as the llIurderers in Captain Proetor's a nd the general weaklt ess
of tI", l; ()\'emillen t' s ease aga ins t ns, All t h is was unknown to our eo unsd, an d the
I>i.st l'i,' t ,\ 110 1'11(')' as ked no qllestion that wOllld d iselose it . No r did t he D ish'id
A Il ome \' d isc'ltose at the t ria l the fact th a t one of the witlw sses npon whom he reli ed
I.. show' Iha t lIem rdell i's rc\ 'olver was sllhseq llent ly in the possessi oll o f one of liS, had
hilt lsel f 1"" '11 a IOl'llI agent of Ihe Fettera l J)"pa rt mcnt of ,J IIs ti ee a l t he ti llle o f the H",I
a g it llti oll wlll'lI we and our friends were bei ng inves ti ga ted, persecu ted, and mllnlen ,d
hy SOllie of those agellts,

There is onc olh el' malter that ought to he menti one,1 here. The Di st ri et A llorncy
IIs('d as a ll Ii a lian inle rp rele r a man na med Hoss, whu is now se rv ing a senlcn('c in
th e Ii ollse of Corrcd ion fo r ha\'ing ullemptL"l1 to sell to ib'"llo ran t people his sup posed
ill ilo ll'''''c with jll dg ,,;, You will find th a t our lawyers several ti mes objected to Hoss's
t ....lIslati..ns of ollr " ros s-e xllmina tion, and at one time had to get another ita lian in ler-
p ret er t" p rote'" us, Hoss, who was in close rela tions wi th the District Attorney, look
,l lIdge Tha)' e l' t o a nd frum Dedh am in hi s a u tomobile almost every d ay dur ing the trial.
What he sllid to J IId ge Thllyer we do not k now ; bu t as th e a llidavits show beyond a
dOllht t hat ,ltllige Thaye r W 'LS in the habit of talking about us and Ollr ca se out.,i,le of
,'oll r l, a lld of a !lowing oth er poep le to t llik to him about it, an d liS Hoss wa s ev idently
doin/-( whllt IH' cOllld 10 help t he District Attorney. you will excuse us for hllv ing great
f" lIrs as 10 wha t he saill to Jlld ge on those a lltomoh ile ri des, M rs. B llntolll ill
III:r a llidll\' it says tha t .JIIdge Thayer ta lked to Iter ahout what a witness ha d said olltside
of "oll r l , IIIld it sc,:ms 10 liS somet hing besi des the e\'idence in the Cllse is nL-cessary 10
,,,'c'llIml f," ' ,JIId ge Thayer'S persist ellt bel ief in ou r b'uilt. It seellls strllnge thllt II jlldge
sholl id he a IlO\\'(:d 10 fo rm opiui..ns ahollt gu ilt or innocence from what is sa id to hilll
oll is ide .. I' ('(IlIr t , wh n the jury is forb idden to lisl en to anything L'Xcept what t hey
hear ill op,' n (' 0 111'1. The Dislriet A ttorney cannot say tha t he did not know wltlll killd
of u \Ila n Hoss WIIS hecau se Itoss had bef o re that been in t ro uble wi th se \'e ra l di strict
jlldges ,

1\llIeh has heen sa id in praise of tlte fairncss of the Judge who t r ied u s, Ullt we
hav e It'al'll cd tu ollr so r row that profes s ions of fairness do no t necessuril )' mea ll real
fai rness, all(\ IlIa)' eover an intention to lise the great j ud ic ia l power to sec ure a "on-
vi('1hili whkh IIndel' lhe fOl'\Il s of luw will s ta nd . " ' e un ders tand th at th is powcr is
"a lh'd "d is" rct ion". lind th llt the judge who uses his <1 s ier etion to co l1v id is heyond
r,' al' lt o r a llY utl ...r I riIJIII1111 IInless it can be p ro\'ed that he was corrupt o r irrational.
We do 1101 inl end to ellle r here II criticism of you r system of law , '\' e s imply point
0 11 1 wlt,,1 it llIellnS to IIl('n of our hated cla ss When, brought before one of Yol(r triltlll1als ,
COII,s id" I' tI ... n"l l(re of SOllie of these discre tiona ry ads-the refusal o f lh e .Jlld ge to
('1"' l"k Ihe Dis l r ict A ltorney' s IInfair eross-eXllminlltion of both of liS, eSl'el'illll)' Sal'l'o;
II... rel' lI' " I 10 inl e rf"re wi th the methods employed by the depu ly shel'if!"s I.. se c llre
" delil iOIl ,,1 j ll....rs ; t he refusa l to se pa rn te l he two cases so th a t Sa e, 'o m ight not he
injll ....d lor IIssol' ia tioll with a 111"" who, befol'e the sa me Judge and hy methods "clually
rep rehell sible. load beell prev iuusly COllvicted of wlolher cr ime of wh ich he wus inno-
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cen t; the con stant sug.geslions t o the ju ry of pat r ioti c dutv as t ted ithif . . lit r , I ." • con ras WI ourpa l'l Ism . 'Osl(IOpU I ,1Il" III, llIH re fusal to he dru f'ted to flgh t · tI t
I I

' f' " ' I • bv ' , ie COli emptuous mannerunr ones 0 \O\( C SIO\\n \ the .l udue to Sa, 'co 's COUIISe! 1\1 'I I
I
" f I' t i . ",' , , r. I> oore : the repea ted

, eCISlOl1S 0 u iscre iona r v quest ions with..u t l ite Iln'selll'e of a .t 'I ' .
I I

· I I) . t l ' , Ii ellograp rer ( to wh ich
our 0 IJec er so Il< l the record would 1I0t s how a ll t loat occurred.

I lu-se a rc but sample o f the "rli se re t ion" exe rcised II\' t he J 1
worst is II" 111 '1 111 -r and ' I t ' . ' UIge. Among t he, s I , ,I c SII >S a ncc 01 his d....ision on our I, t ' . ,
hcl l'ays . lois re a l a ni mosity toward us ' makes 1I11111('rOll ' ta lc ' IS, III wh ich he
the I)b l r k t ,,\ltol'll.ey himself to Ioc' elln lim's

s
t 0 I IIC.t byI ' I ' I I t tl . ron 0 t ie con fess iou o f

, ;I' "Iros, w II(' I was III Ie st nrt ing poi n t in till' I ll' -of 01 . , .., ' It I 1 I " rr counsel offered Ih' lt the
c r uu e was co m nu e' Iy t 1" 1\l o rell i "a lllr and P'ISSCS over in " I I • ,
s i" l\ ' n tluluv it s which "ol'l' lIh.. ru te m';k in :' 11 fll l' 1'1 " IH'e a mo st a ll 01 t he
wlti;.1t s in ce it c1l1l111 1I0t be 810 " t' '" ' , , , II 1Ilg' 01 fill'! IIp:a illst liS

. • • U \\ n u ue cor r upt or irrn t iouu l, ""IS Ii , I \ I " 1 '
a rc IIlfnr llled th at t he Icader of tI . \1 ' II', , I I ' I ' , '" 11 .1 , J III we, H .u or IS , a III I H'I 1\ pl'ol ,'ss lol1 e 'I ' I I ' IIllS 1':I1'ole a nd now roruns t lte' I ' " I ' , . ... . .IISI 0 I a 11 )("<'11 :1 11 l1'eur.' ulli n r) SICe III a n expens l\'e IIUIOllll/hile with II privute

F ru lll tlte o f the tria l 1101' ,h ilI e st ir red II ) , , ,
rel igiou s and cconomic h 'llr"d of II ' I gl' " f I the poh tl cal, SOl' III I,, , . Ie Ju rors, l lll ' t 1(' ''' cars aud 'IlIta ' ' I
liS, hu l "O\'el'cd himsel f by admo nit iolls to th " jllry fr I I ' .. t t " . /{omsm 1l ;!,ll1llS
all d imparti ally; so t hal we we re reall v tried not "I nue to II:ca t us l,lIlrly
draft c 'ade rs and pacifisls O f I' ' • II J I I " cr.. lil t fol' helll /{ Ha dlC'als,
II t I

' "our,,· Ie , II( ge illS nllln\' IIIIICS d,'nic-Ii 11 i ' I I tI l
III lis ,re,,1 a t li tude is l'ollelu siv('l\' shown hv t he a lli;la \" 1 . ' ,,: ., , , ' s, III ,'"
yOIl Wi th thiS l'eC!" cs l. They "re th e' a tlidav it s' o f Fl'Hnk , \ \(,
lI ernlwpf, Huhert BelH'hley , Juhn ;\idwh s Be l!"'" r.1 ," I l ,h"" h, lh H,

IIl1 s igned s l a telllen t prep "red a lld 10 " ( . lind , a ll
JI1 willch he states ' t hat he w ill at an\, tim(' veri fv s'llne .eOl!!.', , Cru d .., I'.

\'ou' in the pres"IH'e of Jud () . ' . a l' pea l'lng pel's" ,,"l1.Vt k ' " ge 1,I\ e r, ur wo rst cnel llll'S will h'll'dh' I , II
o ma 'e " " a rg llmellt "gains t us he" llllse' we ,lid not f" 's t seek -I I 011 : II' a I e
ti on ary j lldgm ent of th e ,JIIdgc hilll self "PO" t hese " " I a,",1 IS"I'e-
he re ad in c'olln ection ..... it h t he unsolil'it ed leller )f l' f " ' " J I hese allHl,a\'ll s should
Da r tmollth Co llege , ]f 11 11 those \"110 " no\\' t l ( f ess or l, IUlleS p , Hll'h ardson o f

." U· Ill' s wc're Ir 'l \'e 1'1 ·1 t l' I
th elll, Ihe o f suc h Ilffidavit s cou ld he II1l1ltiplieil ill, ieflnilc:I\ ' 0 ' IS" 'fISC
liS to do so III th is P'll . _ . ' . . I IS p rope r or
k;HlW t he ' faels a uout' ttl It' o f I!ulllan it y to a ll lIlen wllo
10 come forwa rd lin d di sel()se tI;,;se filets a glllll s t us ou ts ide of eourl,

, . Call hl'iu g himsel f honestl)' to thllt s llch )(' 1' " st "
nnd, de 8p lsemeu l as are d isclo sed in t he.se "tlidav its d id n))! hos-

1'1111111'" u t the ," ulge ? Is it to be believed th'l II ' ,I e' Ie ( IS' rctHllla ry
ill le r rll p ted at t he momellt o f ench d iseretionll l'\:1 such
a nd of the fads whil' h yOIl ,'an relld ill Ihe re" ;'l'Il il 11' .. ,e " Ihd ll\'l ls .
wer e we giv . I u., 1 li S (d SC , \\ C HSt\ \ our hX('clll'Il( 'v
admit ?" en a J IIC ge as ullpart wl and ind epe udent as th e lo t of hllmllllity ' wfli

'Ve pray to he allowed to rcturn to th e I' f
According to the ,Jlld ge, t h is res ts f? of

IUlle of ollr a r rest, tha t we to ld lies in ti ll' JOIi"e ' , I,e ',Ie 111 ,\\ ere IIrllled a l Ih..
and where we go t our weapolls, nnd th a t Iwe :111011 1 and p llrl'0s,'s,
hOllse. Al so the policeman sllid t ha t when I "e ,It fel,lr of sOlltellung lit Ihe ,John sollr I f Ie ,llreS e' liS we made II 11101illll liS if I
ea e I o r n weapoll, whieh is lin t ru e. " ' I' told th e Irllth 'It 11 ' I ' , I I ' 0
when, and from whom we got our wea ons IIllll wi " , ' , It. II lOut w!le re,
had his when he wa s It walcl,m nn at l\f ,'. 11' f I \\ e \\ ere u l r rymg thcm, S III" 'O
peeled him to have a wea )On, Vanz' . ,): s alld Mr. Ke lly suid he cx-
sometimes earried mon ev ! 'i lh him he' uuse he was .1I p ed dl er. und
weapons, nll t look at l;nothcl' s id e' tl lIl;;' lI:' s IS lIn('Ollln,,;n for ll uli llllS 10 curry
rca son of oll r opin ion s ollt sid e 'the )l'Olel'li;,!; 0/';:' yOIl WOII' e r lI,a t 11\(:11 like liS, loy
pri va te viol('ne e hilt nlso to the e rllJHy of 1\ r ' a lld exposcd 1101 on ly 10
,llI stil'e, shnllid hm'e taken SOllie step s (0 ! : ed el"'al D,ep"I'lment "f
mi stukc fo r II t " ,e lliS' \ CS;' J' O ' o llht It wus n ful ul
tn(la\,. it is • ' Ia ,: WI ' ,lo!le so we wOllld not he where we ur e
I' I " f' I Ie OIellloln 0 ollr 1111' )' m II d is"lI ssiol) of Ih(' ('as " 11o us rlel1l s whn h..lie\ 'cd us illlll)('('lIt s'li( f , ' f 11 . , .. ' . e \\ I lone
to hang '1Il\' W'IV" Y t 'I'f }, . , Ir ore Ie trlul, " Damn they. th er "" j.(h l
o th er J:l;; ors ,w e"W

I"l1l
e r , I hm'e sIH',:eelle d in ennv in(·l ng IIli of the

com IC liS \\ en ' It nnt tha t we wC're ' I '1'1 t fnever seen or heard of liS unlil ollr a'r n-st so lit , I t tI ' ' l.rlIICI , III orCllllln 11I1l1
o th er reason to "hang them" e t h ' k ' " d a a lilt tlllle he could have hud 110ex ep IS now c ge that we we re I talilllls IllHl Rad ical s,
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and he thought it right to hang us on those grounds: Ma rlc lros obtained a new trial
hv provillg that the .Iudge had om itted to t" 11 J ury ,t ha t the defend a nt IIIUSt he
I';lIIsidc rt:<1 inn ocen t un til proved gu ilty by t r ial . \\ I' prm'ed that hefore . th e
I . ,. ' 11 ' o f 011 1' trial the foreman wa s p red isposed to hang us fo r rea sons en t irely
" ,g llllll g I'I I' , ' I tI ' I' t('X l l"i1IWOliS to the ( 'H!'>C, ye t we were denier a new .trw . ly ('ast In:.r (. U

lo im i rer
l'o lls id e ra li '"IS on t h is mat te r, the fad that we ca r ried we al'0ns ha s 110 to show
that we illll'lIdetl ro hh ery, That we had good 10 ex per-t erm:lt les m 1111" so-
ea lled "deportat ion" again st us, the fa ll' of 0111' ,:o lll ra l!e. Salse of
l ade :\Iarue('o, o f com ra de Cannone, and of many ot lu-rs, IS suff icien t ev ldenr-e. , I I

. " neede d we refe r 10 Ihe atlid:II 'i!s of \\' eya lld and Lethermun, .uul to the rn irls
more IS " 1 I " I' I '" II ' . t l ' t rvv lru-l I'ill .I unuu r v- m whi ch t ho usa nds of so-ell II" r eu s a c?, e r ie , 011 11 .ln l III
JlI"arh' Iwch'e h und r ed in :\Ia ssad msett s . were a rrested at n ight , t ak vn ha l l,
clad frolll th ei r homes, and muny o f them heaten arul to .'xtort 01
illla , jlla n ' CrillWS und p lot s. SOllie were driver. to In sani ty and. others to su ic ide hy
! _ I! . ' , I to rt ur es ; a ll" not few o f t hese vict ims Were even innocent of t he wo rd
• r rrn a ll f I I' i t i I t l"H ,.d". ' I'hr-se a rc fa c t.i of h is tory, de no unce d hy some 0 eac mg C' I izens, ly ie
t ui tcd Sta tes Cou rt of your own d ist r ict, and hy t he to t he whole world .
These li re t he facts nnd the vision s th a t t he word "dep o r t a t IOn" conveyerl to our
Ininds. III t ire f ru-e of such tru ths , both tire .l ud ge lind t he Ill'O, ecutor nrgued t ht:
j u rurs, ignol'lIn t of of happeni n 'so "we ha ve been ::1
flId iea l islll , for it wou ld on ly IInp l,I de pur lu t ion, a nd thn t 'H. ..not h.1Ic III I n
a f r a id o f depor tation, for we we re IIhout to go to Ital y of our own Will (quoted f rom
luell lory). \\' e ref rain fro lll cOllllnent on suc h words, an ti on ly su lJl1l1t t helll to yo ur
l'o lls ide l'llti o ll,

The pros" eut ion lI, a t we to ld lies on a ccoun t o f of o f
t ire South l l l'llilltrel' cri llle. ,re canno t here go into a len g th y a nalys ,s 01 el'ld ll1l '1\
hu t w•. pra\' t hllt t his poin t Ire ca n 'fu ll r s t ud ied, Perlllit. us to dec'lare to yo u wh a t

h," ,. de;'la r"d to the world on thb ma tte r. " ' e to ld lies ahou t ou r and
II ' I ' " wl,er" we Irad r ceentl \' been bel''l use the tru th would luU'e led the pollee to
Ie I' ,II CS ' - . • , • It " t

0111' f r it' lId s' hOllieS, T hen there would have hcen a a pro arllln p l<'
Oil th e kit d ll'n wall , a chea p revolvcr, as most o f the Il llhan s Ill l\·C ,. a,: mnoc'ent kit er
fro lll a sus pec led or a depo r ted " Red", a ILlI lical v I' "'II r1d hllve
1r" I'n e llllllJ.(h to ,·atl se u r re s t: det enti on, o f f amlhes, deport a,t lOn:
I t was to avoirl suc h happenmgs th a t we to ld lieS. " I' are no t lIIen \\ ho se e .{ to ,1\ Ol<l
troulrle 1>,' cowardiee o r by ruin ing others.

A lit"tl e he fore our a r rest we had bee n ' told by usu all y we ll-informed in
!,\,'w Yo rk to heWllre and dea r ou r hOllies o f R a rlicul literatu re bl'cause t he I' ed;ral
IIJ.(I.nts were a hout to in iti a t e other " ra id s" for t he first o f 1920, o r soon
1t was th e "'lIl sciou sncss o f th e danger o f suc h suffe r ing a nd cruelty that . sll gge s t ed to
us the ex p('d it ion on which we we re en gllged at t he t ime of our m. t hat

I I 'II' 1",ss 'II,I,' "oiled an d hide or ot he rwise destroy th e Rachea l perro(hca ls anrllill I!' , ." , • ' . , I Iliteral urI' w!tieh we a nd others had heen d is t ri but ing, lind t hus save our ',n enl s ',1I1l
ollrselv es. Please read t he first qu esti on s t hllt were put to at Ihe pol ice s ta t lOIl.
'1'1 .v were a ho llt r,"!il'lIlislll, and not a l>out t he So ut h B ru in t r ee lIIurders It. wa s

fa l'l s and till'se fellI'S thut we we re cOlllpe lle d to ' clisd rose as t he only way
" ...t'lill !! Ih e I" 'idem'e of suspi,'ious con duct inlrodu('ed hy the , It was
Iha l ojlt'lIt'd the doo r to ou r fatal cro ss-examina tion, It \\' :' s th.IS thIS on ly that
was our " ('o lls" iolls ness of guilt" ; und ou r gu ilt was t he gUIlt . 0 1 a lll I no t o f
doill l!' of o p illions IIUel nol of act s. Thut is th e gu ilt for wl ue h m th IS t ree "Olmt I'y
11111' liv(' s arc Lo he t llken,

W e lw,'e rder red to the Plymouth trial and the llril lgew ate r for wh il'h
Oil" of us wa s pre,' iously At .t ra il d id not testIl y beeause.
waS ,,, h ' ised 1)\' his ('OIlIlScl th a t If Iw ,!Id, IllS radll'all s.m he hrough t ou l 'Illd
wllu ld COllvic t h im. So he rcmaill ed sile llt, a nd was eon" I.cted Just. the Sallie, It seel,lIs
tha t if a Hadi l'a l, wl...n accused of cr ime, docs no t t1ll1t I,' enough to . ' ·OI1\'II;t
h im; 111111 if he does tes ti fy, his radical ism will hnll a ll! 'way, allil a lso he IS
b larlled 1'111' ollt'lun g III' the subj ect of radiculism, " ,ha t ,IS a R ac!l('al til. do , und ,' r
l.irt.llll1s!a lll.•..-? tlllr f riends ha"e tr ieel in va in to obtam frolll.the
Ihe li l'sl li fk " n p age s o f the l'hllrge of the in wludl ou r ('o un sd
Irad lost frllm hi s I'Opy, alld which conta ined ma tter in,lurlOus to, us. "1,11" 1, howc \'e r .
"Oil I'on sid c r th c fal'! that ufte r our a r res t for th e So uth CrUllI', we wcre
b'l' l ill jail a " ,'ar Ill, fllre 0111' tri al; th at (luring tha t time I' e(!t-ral alIellts 'II Boslon
w\:re actively ei lguged in II. campa ign agaill s t ull our friends II.nd had our own lIalll es
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u pon t heir ILt; that the nffiduvits of , and " ' eyan,1 sh ow
t ha t the Federal Ul'! l\',c1y "..operateel w it h the I?ls tnet A tt o rney in se cu r- ing our
"OI1\'j,otioll for the South Brt.int ree crime, be lieving us innocen t of tha t crhue, hut justl-
h ' in g their a cti on, in the of one oi them, on the gruund that II nv k-t ion
for nru rde r " would be one way o f d isposing of these two men" ; tha t t hey ndmi ttcd ly
used in th ei r II' and Itg;l;nst our friend" l'l'im in llis nnd spies of t he
lowes t or-der, und showed them-"II'I'" wholly irlllitfe r"lI t to the most clementnry prin -
ciplcs of j ustice; wh en you con .• iller t he manner in wh ich the Pl ym ont h t r lnl W:lS ('011 -
duct ed, t he dev ices employed by t he Distr ic t Attorney 10 cli c-re(li t our lta lian wit -
nesses, the sl ight ch urncter o f t he i<lent iflc ti on t esl imony (on" of t ill' wlf nesses was ' I
hulf blind woma n, 1II1l1 a ll of t hem changed th eir t est imony II I the t r inl f rom the
(Ies cription they g:t\\'C of the hanelit n t the p reli m inary heHr inl! in o rder to fit n little
he tt er Vanzett i's IIp pearal ll'e) , lind the utter unrellnbtli ty of all id vn t lflcut lon testimouy
b ased upon a hnsty glance at st ra ngers and fore lgn e r s i a IHI then if you reflect upon
th e p urpose th at could he served in the Dedh am trial hy the prevlous convlc t iun o f
one of us of cr ime, yOll will, we think. be in cl ined to regard t he Pl YlIlouth t ri a l ns lin
IIl!'gl'a "nlion of th e unfuirness sho wn us r a t he r th nn liS th e bll is "for IIny lcg ithnnte
n rgumcnt aga inst \11',

W e were n r- res t ed on May 5, 1!l20. In .I une, 1920, V nnzet t ! WIIS tried fu r th e Bri d /{I'-
wuter attemp ted rohhe ry lind fo und gu ilt y on .Iuly I, I!):!O. It" liS not un t il September'
H , 1920, th a t we were indict ed for the Sou th Brniu t ree crhuc ; lind it wus not unl il
Ma y :31, 1921, thllt 0 111' t r ial for t hat cr ime beglln , Al thou l!h w e we re heing h"l tl ill
j ail fo r murder 1111 this timt', t he usuul pl"ll('tice of tryi ng t he 1II0re ser io lls "ri llie Ii"st
was reversed so liS to ge t a conviction o f some crime aga ins t " lIn 1.e t ti , lind thll ,'
I'll re o f holding Saeeo by rea son o f his association wi th II ('o n "i l'! ed erimilla\. A Iso
neithe r of us had ever heen IIccus ed of a llY crime be fore ou r IIn es t on ;li lly 5,

"'hat ure th ese "iews ami upinion s thll t hll" t' h ro ugh t us to' (leath's dou r ? '" e 1I1'l'
('compelled to sta te t he m here h.,I·lIuse t hey are 50 din'l,rt'lI t fr olll whllt till' jll l"o rs SUI'-
poscd t he )' were. All t he jurors knew hefore th e tri lll tha t We we re Il nli llll " nll rt 'his ls
heca use t he pape rs had sa id ii , a nd "vc ry Aili cril'all r.' " ,ls t h,' I' Hpl·r. Ka t zma nn IIlso
w as C'lIr c flll en oll gh to as k in the I'I'oSS-l'x amin llti un of n , It' f"n st' wilrwss who dcn i"d t hat
th e me n he saw Oil t he sidewa lk he fore the nm l'der we re us, "Ilav e I'OU 1I0t sll id he fu re
th at t hey ( t he men on th e s idwlI lk ) look ed like regu lllr W ups," 11;111 lI:rai ll th a t t hey
were "Jow ( if no t lowes t ) types o f Itali ans" (quot ed fl'O:1I melllOry ) , If we hlld heen
hijrh types o f AlIIer il'an s IIl1d conservllti"es, as the jU l"ors we re, s uC'h (J"estio"s wUllld
1I0 t IUI\'e hee n Pllt. KatzlIIllnn d i,l it because IIliens, ' ·th e 10\l'est t)' pe of Itlliialls ." lind
" rel!ula r " 'ops," u rI' to most Ame ri can p eople syn unylllo lls wi th lind persollifhoa ti oll
of C'rime a ncl e r im in llis. Ile did it he ,'lIl1se he knuws thllt to o n r j llro rs t he wo rd
"all llrC'h ist" is a com pc ncliIIIII of 1111 that is hllll lind wrung in IIIl1n, and IIwan s II po ten -
ti a l ity of and of erime, T he juro rs a rc Silll',· r.' , /-rt'nllilll' in tl ... ir w ron ll'
1,c1icfs , W e call 1lot ex p lain here why th ey heli C" 'e so , no r ex p lni n t he ,'unduct o f 0 111'
p eo pl e in this ,'o llnt r )', no r why we are proud to he ItIIIi IIli S, if we we re o f " lo \\'
t ype, nor wh y we lire not as hllme,1 tu he anarehiL', nor why t hc ju ro rs' upi nio lls ou
these thin!,"!; are IIUe rly wron g , But we jloin t out, and we illvoke Ihe k s l illiony o f
lIIen o f sci ence, o f gooll se nSe ancl uncl er stllnclin g, thllt men sup p ose d hy jll rors lu he
t he kinel of lIIen we were, ,'annot ohta ill jllstiee . ,Juro'rs, nllli eVCll judl!es,
l\flan'h is ts to he whully bnd p eopl e, ('annot ,10 t hem j us ti ee e'"en th llli gh th ey wlln t to ,
Ther mu st he suh ('o ns l'ious ly or illflu e/H'etl IIgllins !. li S, nlld inC'npahle o f '
normal ohj ective di se riminlltion in s uch II cllse.

lIu t now we lire here ill spi l'it be fore yuu, II IIll1n o f "ollse l'\'at i \'(' prill' ·ip!t ·s, Sllp l'l'1I1e
n llt hll J'ity of a great st llt e in its et hn ic human mea llinl('. to yOll .ills til·' ·, S holl id
we tn' to hide from "ou ulIl" beliefs nnd faith; to sneak bdore \ 'ou in ord"r 10 a\' o id

und antal!on'i slll , 1111(1 so to propit illt e you in ,1111' 1.(:l lIIlf - 'Hid thns lie
"owards lind unfllir hefore 1'1111, mankind, nnd "'I' VOII to 0111 ' wo ..d s
to ,I ud ge Thllyer wh en we se n t enced , words thut sp r lllll{ ( xlelll"po r llm' ou sl)' 1'1'0111
0 111' "cry he llrt. An ,1 pc rmit li S to say thll t WI' helic l'" t ha t yo u you rs"' f wOllld d is-
apprcn'e if we now sll id a llyl hillg el se,
"'e lire Rnllrc h is ts, heli e" ers in a narchy, which is neither II no r II I' lIr ty, Ita t 1\

philosophy that, lik e ull th e philosophies, aims to human progress Rntl happinegs, Ou I'
!,"o al is th e ultimatc eli m ination o f every form of viol en ee IIl1d the IItlllost f r"..do 'll t o
each lind 1111 uctll a t ed by t he d im inu ti oll of cvery form of opprt's s ion and e:"ploitn tion
o f th e man by th e man. Our sell se IIncl ideal o f j us tice is IJHse<1 on the p rilll' ip lt' o f
111/\11" self-resp,,(·t IIlId cli).'11ity ; of t he ''fJlla lity of IIlen in tlH'ir fu ndlllllen tu l na tll re a lld
in their ri ghts IlIld du ti es.
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'\' c clln ou rse lves Libert arians, which means hricffy tha t we bel ieve th ut human
is to be ob ta ined by the largest amo un t of and not by.co.erl"i?n.

and tha t th e had in hu man natul'e and condu ct can on ly Iw el lminated by the elhu innt ion
of it s cau ses, and not by coe rcion or imposit ion, whic h ca us e greate r evil by add in •
had to bad.

We a re not so fooli sh as to believe o r to a dvoc a te t hat human instil u it on s he
chanced in 1J. day. T he change rrrust be gradual. But we do be lieve that the re ought
to b:: a change, and tha t it shoul d he in the d irection o f mo re and not lII.ore
coercion. That is where we a re opposed to every theory of a uthor itar lun coinmumsru
a nd socialism ; for they would r ivet more or less fir tnly t he chains of coercion on hum an
spirlt, just as we a rt: opposed to t he p resen t systelu, which is based upon coercion .

Such being our beliefs and J!;oal, our polivy is 10 ,' \'er s fa nd ajrainst unything tha t
is coercion, fur we believe th at only by f reedom and hy struggle fu r
man acqu ire t he ca pacity o f f rcedom ; and to eve r st :md aga inst t hat. IS
p r- ivileg e, "e('au se pri\' ilege means maste rs and sluve s, libe r t y to non e, injust lce, st ri f'e,
and fra tricide among men . It is for th ese bel ie fs that. we are out lawed a nd ma de
nutcasts from t he soc iet y uf so m any of our fellow IIIen, w ith whom we might co-
ope ra t e, and whom we do not wan t t o ha te.

Ou r idcns a re not new . In on e form or a not her they have in flue nce d hu man
thou ght in t he weste rn a n d the r..fo rr- h ist ory. Jooa s! Iw? Iho,usand yea rs,
Among t heir moder n «hnmp lons a re men such as \\ ill ium Godwin , Shelly, Ca rlo
P isacune , Prnud hon , It ccl us, K r-opot k in , Buku nin , 'l'ols tol ( in a F lrumuurion,
.\ Iala testa, Gnll enn i, and in Jour count ry Tucke r, find o ther g:reat in te llec ts a nd hear ts.
The g l"l" lt philusophc r E rn es t Rerum sa id that Christ wns a "politit'a l «nn rclust. "

The term " anarchy," as you I' Excell en cy knows, means litera lly t he absence o f
j.!;o"ern lllcnt , nnd " an a rchist" a d is heliever in government , and ev«.. in act ual law.
We ud ruit it he f'o re t he sup reme uu tho i-ity o f a g:re:lt s tut e, (cthlllcally) e \'en thou;:h
il ma l' cause li S \ u appear mon sll"llO us tu yon; certa inly to a ppear to 11Iost men dan ger-
O ilS (:rilllinn is. us an ex p lana ti on, whidl we ("ould make entirely in the words
of T homas ,Jefferson, T holllas l'a ine, Ra lph ' \ ' al do Emerson, A hraham L incoln,
I\en jaru in I'ran klin, and othe'r grcat Amer ican s. 'Ve know that to he frec, man must
he (:a pa hlc of f reedom. But wc :1Iso know that sUllc1cnly: to el imina te e\'e ry means of '
puhlic ddencc wou ld he tu fa ll mto chaos ami dest ructIO n; tha t th e actual law s a re
hctter t han ce rta in oncs of Ihe p as t he('all se of th e p eople'S w ill. And, what is more,
we do no l in tc nd to eliminate p uhlic a nd pJ'ivate defence , puhlic lev:isl a t ion, et c., hut
to impru\-e them an d pu t t hcm on a hasis supeJ'iu r to t he present. du we in tend
tu from humun sp ir its lhe notion of r ig:hts and d uties, hu t to make the ir full
al'plic'ation pos sih le. ' VI.' canno t , in considl'ration of you, en te l' !n to de taii s, or e"en
all cmpt a 'ynthetit-n l explunat io n of ou r Credo. ,Just a quotat ion fr om ,J
whidl we mak e fr om memo ry, " J 11111 not !Jet p rep ar ed to .,·a!! t ha t "ivhere the re . I•• no
w ritten law, no rel/,do te tl t ri buna l, th er e aot a laUl ill O ILT hea rt .• and a p ow er III oll r
hoad,. !!ivc u f or e ,nplo!!men t ill moinlaill ill !! r ig ht fl lI d rt'(I7:eh.•ill[J w ro llg.' .'

onsider, p lea se, t he positive side o f that H uw creat ive it. is. you
('"re fo r " full h ihliogra p hy o f ou." Crcd.u we s.uhnllt t? you the flrt lcle .m. . t.he
Enl'\"l'lopcd ia Br itann ica b\' Pelre Kropotkm; an<I If you to know t he po ssl ll1ht les
and' edterions o f ou r faith, we refer tu th e essa ys " Poli ti cs" an d "The State" hy
II l1l ph ,ral do Emerson.

I f we wou ld slop her e, hund red s would sa y to ynu, "Tlwse tw o men a re here for
an a t rocious cri me of violence. They :Ire try-ing to he magniloqucnt a IIII to t a ke a
:\Icssi lln ic at ti t ude whil e s ilent u.s to l he aets o f vio len ce and rohheri es eomllli tted by
, Ollie ', 'olllr a dcs' o f th ei r uwn." But <10 not th em. lik e that ca n sa y what
they please withou t ('u r l"l,etion ; fo r we al 'e in p rison , an d this is uur only chllnce to
spea k. We clln not (IC ilY thaI ads of violenc'e hm'e becn . ('on llni tled hy mcn ca ll ing
themselvcs llIull 'chi sts, an d somctime,s hy men who 111111 a ri gh t to ca ll th emseh'es t ha t.
Bu t th ey were illip ell ed by pCI"secu tion an d self-de!enc e, or pr? voked hy violen ('c,
opp ress ion, lind intole rll nce on the pll rt o f. m power. I hey were 1I1O\',ed . hy
, ilH'('re illtenl ious ea u5cd hv t he i r decp senslllIh ty to th e spedll('le o f hu mlln sut1crllll;,
lind by the ir feeling of heil'l es s n ess to r igh t in any way th e inj us ti ce.s in flicted
UpOIl them , th ei r f ri cn ds, an d t he pcople. I n a word, It ha s heen t he VIOlen ce uf
tyran llY that has pl"Ovo ked th e v iole nce of t he opp ressed fo r sel f-de fe nc e.

On prineiple we abhor violcnce. clecmi ng it. I lw wo rst of .coercio n an d
IInthor it v, \\' l' ar!' with Garihll ldi, "Onl.11 thi' ../urf'S hOJ'e Ihe r'!Ih t 10 10 [I'M
thn ll,-,," :e.•j ol rly Ihe l'iol I/C8 tlwt f ree.• is le!!i / imlll 8 lind holy." " ' I.' lived in th is
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coun t ry twelve years be fore our a r r es t, irulu str iously, hone tl y,. an d w it hou t an y act of
violence, The only viol ence that h:IS been committed is t he \'Jolenee practiced against
us a rn l nut by us . For many theories am i ac ts that we d eem w rong, which are justitled
in the name of our faith , we a rc 1I0t responsible. But we love and venerate ou r
Ca use, our :'.larlyrs, uu r Heroes, our :'.Iasters. For th is cause we u re willing to sutler
and It) d ie, but not for the low and sord id South Drn int ree crime.

' \ .e have no doubt that at the present time ma ny will be fo un d who •ecretlv and
hchind closed doors will be willing to state as fucts un verj fied rumors; to assure von
tha t the evidence th at might hav e been produced would ha ve b en conclusive n::alnst
us ; to furnish plausi ble explanations of the suppression and perversion of I stltuony
and the other ac ts of unf'ai rness to which we have call ed you r attent ion ' t o offer vou
-elected to urge. upon you that the prestige of your Courts i; mo re impor-
ta n t t han our lives , to whi sp er culumn les of ourselves and of ou r friends ; nn d, in
gene ra l, 10 do whateve r ca n he dune without feu r o f detection 10 injure us. Yet we
a rc not awa re that either the prosecuting otlicers ur any of the pe rsons who p rofess to
dcs i.re deat h solel y in the u i public j ust ire have. ever mad e an y attempt
to Illen tlfy, apprehend, o r punish our th ree supposed ussoc int s in this crime, ' \' e
know th at they gave our cou nsel no help o r sym pa t hy in t he ir effort to sho w who
really d id commit t he To a ll su ch perso ns we sny the ti m e to p roduce your
doruments and you r test imony, to t est you r unverificd rumors, wus in open cou rt ,
where they wou ld have been subj ect to cross-exnuunu tion and t he scrut inv of (III I'
cou nsel. 'Your insti tutiuns arc said to be ba sed upon open ami cvcn-humlerl [ust ice.
Tha t dn im cannot be mad e good if secret ..-onunun icn t ious a rc no w pe rmitted io ta ke
the p lace o f p ublic Xo r cun th e p restige o f your co urts long survive the
Joss of respect whi ch \\'111 be the ccrtnin res ult uf u n red ress,'d injus t ice.

For t hese r eas ons , an d becau se we re alize how muc h ti me and labor will be re-
quired to deal adequately with th e ma tt ers to which we hnve cu lled your nt tcn tinn , we

urge you, if you douht our s tall:ml'n l s, t u ('a nse n prelimin ary pu hlie
lll\'e st lJ;at lOn of our case lu he made hy ahle and di s interes te d men. T he l'esult cannot
be ('ondndng unless t he ill\ 'cs ti gnti on is p ub lic su th a t a ll may k no w what is sa id
a g-a inst us. But in .saying t l!is wou ld not hll\' e yu u bel ie" e th at we a rc asldng fo r
lIIer cy o r fo r unythmg bul jusllce; or t hat we would purdlllse 0 11I' lh'es bv thc su r-
render ? f uur o r of our self- re.sp ect . ;\[en con,klllned to die may I;e forgh'cn
for pJam speakmg'. ,\ e would not urge upon you anythinl! t hu l m ight seem dis-
respectful or incredible: hu t in the long run the detims o f publie inj ustic.., suffer less
t han gO"ernmcnt that in flids t be pena lt y. '\' c <'an d ie hut once, an d th e pang of
dea th wll l be but 1ll0lne nta ry ; hilt the fnets whic h show in justice CUlluo t he ob litcrated.
They wil l no t he forgo ltcn ; nnd through the loll" \'cars' to follow the \' will t ro uhle

of thos e who se into_le rauce llS to onl ' death, a'nd of p 'nern-
? f t he ir descendnnts. A nustnke of Justiee is U trngedy, D eli berate injustice

IS an mfamy.
. AI\ a n T . . F ulle r,. .we have hcen in p ri son sc ' cn ('ha rged with a

"rime \\ e dil l nut llw:lItml! the fale that e\ c ry dny ('a ille Ilca rc r und nell1"'1'.
l'crh.lp s yOIl can uual;me whnl this hns mea nt to us, A nd do vo u rea li·r.e what thi s
has lueant to Sacco's wife and child ren, and to Vanzetli's fa tl;e l' a n<l moth f'r an d
famil y at home in Ita ly? It is th e thuught not of our ap p roaching dcath, bu t of t he
sll ll't:J"Ing o f Ilca r amI delll' t u us in t he se ,'f'n years th ut ha ve passed , lind o f the
I!l'eat f'r su ffc l'lng to ('ome, that is t he ,'a use o f OU I' h itle r g l"i e r. A m] vet we ask \'(111
not for. me rcy hut fOl' justi ce. \ \ ' 1.' will not impose t heil' s uffe r in{!s o r" ollr own lIillln

' ou cannot j us t ly ('on sider t hci r s u ffer inv: or ours as a g"01l1ll1 fo l' your oilieud
ad lOn, t ha t Ihat su ffe l'ing may seem to yuu a re a so n fol' gi \"ing: th e nlll,t CIlI'l:ful
Hnd unprejud iccd ('onsidcrnti un to the t wu grounds of OU I' p r ll\"cr- th.al we are
and t ha t 0111' t r ial was unfnir. "

• •
THE PREJUDICE OF JUDGE THAYER

'l:he affidavits which a re attached to Vanzelli' s ap peal s imply cannot he iplOred hy
( ,o" e rn or o f Massachllsetts, T hey conta in such weighty, deta iled an d llisintercstcd

Impeachment of .JIId ge T hayer's cOlld uet at the trial thnt if t hese two mcn a l'e nnw
Pllt to dea th wit hou t a rehea r ing o f th e evidence th e Commonweal t h o f
will be d is¥ ra l'cll. The ac('usal ions arc so se vere t ha t Judge Tha yer hilllsd f, if he
cu re s for IllS hon or as a ma n and his <l ip-llity as II j udge, cannot s i t q lliet under the m.
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CROCKER DENIES JUDGE WAS IMPARTIAL IN CASE

Mrs, Lois 13. Ha nt oul's uftidllvit WfiS ac,'ompanietl hy a long Iln lllys is of Ihe (·vi -
dt'nee, poi nt hy po int, thl'Oughout the tdnl. It wus S\lllIJ lIlIr iloed IIln,'1o li S I' m r. l," 'li x
Frankfurter's la ter report WIIS SUlllnHlr izr tl, a nti WIIS matle to Ihe F"tll ' ral ioll of
CIII,rl'!'t·s . I I was too long fo r re p r inting. liS it WlIS 11I1'gcly repetition of
wh ut has ueen mllny times printed. H er nffitlavi t W8S as follows :

(13 ]

MRS . RANTOUL REPORTS TWO TALKS WITH JUDGE

• •

"Mv kn owledge is based not on .Tudge Thayer's conrluet in th e cou r t room, but from
mv personal exper ienc e with him outsitlt: of the cour t room anti dur-in g t he trlal of
the cuse.

"This expe r ience was as foll ows:
"Ou r ing the t ria l of the elise .Jud ge Thayer lived at thl' University Club in

Bo stun . A t th is ti me 1 did not know thut I had eve r IlJet ,Jutlge 'I'h uye r.
"1 le n pprouch ed me one even ing, however, ca lled lue by nunu-, a nd bcgnn to talk

to IIlC IIhou t th e Ynnze t t i (·II.e, and 1 soon WIIS a llie 10 gut her th at was the
p rcs id ing' jlldge, hut e ve n then I did not know n is mil II!.". It wus ill th e tirst conver-
s n t ion, I th in k, th a t he volun tee red th e In furura t ion, a lllon,/; ot h ' r t h ings. tha t nil t hc
talk a bou t these men bei ng ann rd lists. etc" and th a t th e Gll\ 'e rnl nen t was prosecu t lug
th !."111 for tha t re ason . wus nt ter non ense, nud furth er wen t O il to 11'11 me why he
thlJnl!ht SOo As I kne w not hin g a bout th e cuse, a nd had nut n'ad ti ll : newsp up ..rs
nhout it . a litI US the eonversnt ion lIlade me un (,olllfort ahk he"a llse o f wha t s..eiued to
rue 10 he it s lIIani fest imp roprtety, I got awny 1'1'011I hiu i soon as 1 could .

"One morning a t hr eukf'a st I pnrt iculurly re ruemhe r beellllse il seemed to me thnt
.Jl1dl!c Thayer at t hat l illie exhibited his prejudice nnd bins in the mo st no tn hle 1111111I'1'1' .

"On th is mommg he either came to the tuhle where I was s it ling', lind nsked if
he cou ld huve lu-euk tast; wit h III", or he ('ailed rue to hi s IlIhl· and asked me 10 hnvc
hr eakfas t with him , He iuuncdin t r-Iy begun 10 talk lIl!a in t he ea se. lind pu lled
0111 o f his pocket a portion of the eh llrge whi ch he wa s to d.ehv er, as I nnde rs lood it,
on that tlay. H e rend pa r Is of it to lIIe with (,lIl11 l11<:n t s l ike 'Cllllnsl'l for the
defense snid so a nd so yes terday, and th is is Illy re p ly.' I t hen read a pa rt of the
cha rge an d slIid. ' I think tl lllt will ho ltl him. dOIl'1 you ?'

"I do nut remelllber how Illllny times .1nd ge T hllye r ta lked 10 Inll a hollt till' ('lise
dllrin g th e tr ial, hu t it was , I think. th ree or 1'0111' I iml' s, and I·a..h t illl!' showing wha t
appear..d to lIle dearly to he hia s a A""illst the ddendunt s. I lJ'il't! my 11l'sl to /lH,id
these eOlwers'ltions. lind I to ld th e 1ll'1I t1 waiter a t t he cJllh to See to it th aI I WIIS not
I'llt with hilll lignin at lIleals.

"T he po in ts which .Judge Thayer tll lked to me aholli. anll \\ hich I rt'IIlI'IIIhc,r, were
the ia illl re of th e defelldants to establish a n a lihi, till' f/ld tlml tI",\, W,'rt· dl 'alt
dod gl'rs and lInllr chi st s and !'nti tled to 110 cons ide l·nti llll. alt hollj.(h Ill' 's lid tha t the
malt er of their heill g ana rchist s. e t eo , was in hy the dcf cndun ts a nd n.)t loy th e
(j "'°t'rnll,en t, and SOllie e\'idellce a hout t he ir identifieat ion .

{ulked to lIle /It eonside ra hle len glh se" eral ti llles. hut n,\ ' IIIen'"1'\ ' is not \'i\ oid
u" III de lu ils. het'l\lIsl: I was 1I111ch anno\'ctl /It what see llle d to lIIe ' to he illlpropriet y
of Ihe whole thi ng. .

"T his st ut ellwnt is re eortl ..rl by me for prcser\'ing Illy lIIemory of Ihe filet s. I tlo
not wish it puhlished o r ith 'en any ge nera l publieity.

" If I kll ew of an ,' faets in the nature of new e\'icle llce I wOllltl fe l·1 it wa" m\ ' tllll\"'
10 t',im e forward and·volunl ..er to s ta te t hem , but whllt I know a hollt t he ease h:;s on' \'
to do wHh lhe personal bias of ,l lldge T haye r. an d ('1I 11 ,e 10 my Imowl,'d l!e no t in tll'e
eOllr t rn<lm but in II dub. and fro lll .Jud g e Thayer hilll seif. For th is re uson it docs lI "t
seem 10 me that I should volunteer any )lu hlic st a teme nt.

" I 1111I, however, wil ling, if lit a llY t ime requested 10 clo so hy th e Gov"rtHlr, lh e
" "orney (ient' rlll, or the di strid utto rney, tu st a te what I knllw III Ih "III, lind prl'fl'I'ahly
in thc prese rll'e of .Jud ge Thayer, fo r the rea son thaI the ," a ll er ufl"'e1s hiJn 1II'I'SO/lll lIy.

"I wo uld no t go liS I'll r us this. except for t he f/leL th/l l the Ih'es of two lIIell alOc
in (I"esliun.

" I h:I\'e made stnt emen ts to \Vill iam G. Thompson confi dentilllly wh ich c'ovcr in
suhs lu nce what is ineluded a bo\"e."

. Crocker fo llows:
opinion has hee n for th e pas t fhoe nr six yt,ars " holll t il"

T he statement of George
"A stnteoncnt o f whnt Ill"

S accu-Y anzett i case. .
" ( hnvc ne,'c r known enough nhout the cvidem'!' which wns 1<. th e .inry

to hnve any ,'alu a hle op inion a s to the I!nil t or innoc..,we of the t!eft'n t!lln ts, 'lilt! . I
I,di cve that it is nei th e r wi se 111' p roper fnr per,-'Ill s who ha t! nn respons ih ility on
the t r iul of c'nuse.', t o ex press the ir opin ions either in fa\"or or a /!"in st t hl" \'cr(li l'l s nl'
juries . or for pe rsons t o t ha t tl ,.. law WIlS. or wa s nn t. prtlP" r!y int erprcll"t! .
\\' e ha ,oe a judieillr)' system, wh ieh slulll lt! he support ed. nntl up Ollt"S (>WII
opinion contrury to the court is folly. I f t he gene ra l Jluhlit' is to re-t ry we
sh nll only to prlK'eecl towa r d chaos.

"M\' fir lll helief, however, is t lHlt t he ,lefent!an ts. SncCll amI \ ·IlIl7.et t i. clill no t hnyc
a t rial imder the t'ollllitions w hit'll ou r law and custom ,u' eo rds to th em, nnmdy, with
a prt:silling j udgt, who wa s impa r t ial an d f ree f rom hias,

"I know that .Ju dge Thayer wa s not nn imp nrlinl jllll;.:e in th is case .

But whatever .Jurlge T ha ye r m ay do about t h is cha llenge to his j u rl icl nl in tel! rity th e
Governor of a s th e custodia n uf the good name of his S tale. cannot let
it be recorded in history t hat he sent two men to their dea th with ou t answer ing
somehow such damn ing charges aga inst t he charucte r of a court in Massuchuset t s. -

There, for ex ample, is the statemen t of George U . Crocker, a mc mh e r of t he
Univer-si ty Club, where Judge Thayer lived tlu r ing th e t r ia l :

At this t imll 1 did 1I0t kn mo Ih" l , luul ereT met .TlId 'l e Thu uer. 11e
approached 11/6 one eren in g, TIOO<Jer er, called m .: [,y II(/ /lle and (,F!lOII I;, tolk t o
me about t he Sacco- V an Zl!tfi C" lle, " lid I w"" able t o ont her t hivt he re".'
th« Presiding J udge, but eren th en J did not k noto h i.• name, • • • O"e
fIIorning lit b rellk flu t 1 purticula rT" remember b .ca ll.se it ..eemed 10 1II e tha t.
J udge Thayer al tha t t im" e;rllibite.i hi .• p rej udice ami bias in t he /II ost not uble
",nnner . On this morning he ei the r "Hlne t u th e table srh ere I 1ClI9 s it t i n « nnd
tuked if he coukl hat'S breakfaat uii t l: II/e, or he called lit(: t o hi" t" hle III /f t
lurked me to have break f a st 1cil/, hi/ll. 11e i/ll/nedil/let.1f be!lnll t o t o lk: "!I"ill
«l/out th e C/L IlII lind pulled out of h i» pocke t " po rtion of th e Clwl'fle ich icl, li e
U 'CU 10 deliver, liS I understuod it, cm thn! d" .". II e rend parts of it t o II,. u'i t h
commen ts like this : "Uoun..•el fur defen xe suid so lIod so ye stenu,y, lind thl.• i .•
m y reply ." H e then road a par t. of th e cllf,r ye and su ld , "I t hink: iu.« te ll! hol il.
h im , don' t you?"
Mr. Croc ker's fina l comment on .l udge Thayer is rather cruel :

1 tried my beat 10 a'void tlleu cOIl.'e r,w / ion .• and 1 to ld lire ', pllfl 'Imiter
at th e clu b t o 8ile t o it t h at J WI/S ?lot JIU/ with !lim I/[ll/in lit m el/Ill.
The affidav it of Lois 11 . H an toul , who ntl cnded t he tr ia l as lin ohserver for th e

Greate r Doston F ecle rution o f Churches, ngn in shows J 1H1!'e Thaye r in th e aet of
Imttonh olin l{ outs iders during t he trilll to tl'11 th elll how g'uill y the tw o defen llan ts
we re. Frank S ihley, t he llist ingu ished rel' ,',rl e r of th e Bos ton Glohe. lulll s e\ 'en Illore
d lunaging test imony nhout the pl'OplIl-(alll l ll which .Jud ge TI Il'yer eondudec! oll tsid e the
eourt room, including re fe ren c es l(l th e defel1chlllt s' lawye rs as " iho sc d alll n fo"l s" .and
hOllsts like "Just wnit unti l y ou hea r Illy char /:c ." lIel nkol, f. who ,00\°cred
elise fo r the I n te rn a tiOllnl ,' e ws, descril ll's how .JIIdge Thayer IIsed to C·Olll.. an d si t
heside her in th e t rain on the WilY to Dedha lll d uring the t rial, how IInso lk it l·d he 1'1'1 '-
se nte<l her with lin autog raphell p id llre of h illlsel f lind how he usetl to ref!."r to th e
defen se attorney liS " th llt lon g -ha iretl an a rch is t."

\ \"hllt cOllies out of 1111 of th ese 's t a te lllen ls is a pit-ture not of a jnd;.:e hilt of Ill.
a;.:it llted little man looking for pnl,licity IIIHl n tt erly i'llpen'i olls to the d hiea )
one hilS a right to .expect of II IIIl1n p residing in a ea pilll i eas e. 'f t1wsc accnsa tio ns
lir e not d isp rO\oell, it is no lo n;.:e r possi"'e fo r lilly one to lIIa inta in tha i S IIl'eo a nd
Y IUlzetli Illul th e henefit o f n fair tria l : th e th eo ry fh llt j llstke has ta ke n it s ('o ll rse
nceorlling to l\Ia sslldlllsetts s t a nd llr ds bet'ol nes an t'xplodetl fic-tion.

No fn rthe r proof is needed 10 nlllke it al"olll t cly essenti ,,1 for the Gm'el'no r to
reopen this casco T here is no ei \'i lizetl st nIe in the world which c"n permit . n('h 1'1 11 ' r l!t's
as these to stand agains l the ch arader of nn e of its conrt s .-'I'III-: ,"ORI,; " ' '''<I.Il ...



":\1\' name is Lo is B, H an toul. I live in J amai ca Pl ain. I have for some veal' s
heen in ph iluntluoplc works. aJuung ot he r things in repre senting th e
(j rea le r Bus to n Fcde rallOu 01 Chu rc hes . As rep resen ti ng that organiza t ion 1 at tended
lhe t r ial of :; a. ,('o and \ ·au.zelti Itefore .Iu dge \\' eltste r T hay er in Ded ham . D u rin jr t he
trial I had two ('onve rs at lflllS wi l h .I udge T hay e r, each on e at hi s reques t, E uch
oc curred in lhe luhhy.

"l'Ile li rs t O('('a sion wa s a t th e end of t he case o f the prosecuti on. .J lIll!!,- 'I'hn ver
sent a co urt ollieer to me a nd asked me to ste p into t he lohby. I did so. 1'\0 tI{ird
p" rsllu WaS presen t. Il l' asked iuc huw I thuught t he t ri al was going and what I
Ihorurh t IIf the G ovcrunu-n t ' s cuse .

" J tu h l h im th a t I Itad not vel hr-n rrl suillc len t evidence to con vin ce me th a t t he
defendunt s were b'llilt y, li e ("zp re ssetl dissut is fuc t lon with th is st nt eruent , hoth I",
words, gestures, tone of voice und ruun uer. I Ie 'a id th at nfter l-eu r lng hoth a rg-ulIl('lIt's
uml ilis d illq{e I would ce r-ta inly feci d iffcrcn t ly. I told hirn th at 1 hoped to keep IllY
mind ope II unt il t he end of th e tria l. This was a sho rt int er view.

"The secoml inl er view oc cu r red whil e th e case of the defense was go ing in, and
was after the te st imon y g il'e ll by Geor-ge Kell ey , the employe r of Sacco , in whi ch Kelley'
had pra ised Succo's steady chu ruc te r while in his employ . 1 ha ve a less d ea l' recollvc-
I ion of t he hegin nin g' of t his in terv iew lhan I have of the fir st interview ; hut mv best
re ('olled ioll is that .J Thayer asked rne what I now thought o f t he I
a nswered that I t hough t lh a t Kelley's sta tement as to Sacco's chn rac te r was importa nt.

'" we ll remembe r .Jurlgc T haye r 's re ply an d the manner in whie h he gave it. l i e
r-xp rcssed sco rn nru l cont empt for my \'iew . and to ld me that Ke lley did not lIlea n wha t
he sa id hecau se he (, J ud ge Thayer) had heard that on the ou ts ide Ke llev had sa id t hat
Sa('('o WaS an anard lis t a nd th at he ('on ldn't do anyth ing with him, ' 1 to ld .Iud!!.,
ThaY" r l hat I had ne ver h ' fOl'e rea liYA'd th lll it wa s fair to j ud ge a (:ase hy what t he
willll :SSl:S said oul side of eOlll'I, and th llt I ha d sup pos ed that t he on ly proper way 10
judg<: a Cas e was hy what Ihe witnesses sa id in open cOllrt.

" ,f IIdg l' T ha yer's nlan llf' r mHI ex p ress ion of faee exp ress etl di ssent f rolll this v iew,
hn l he ,"ade nu delin ite s la ll-me n l of d issent. l'o third pe rson was p resenl at t he
ill tl"r\'icw ." .

• •
BENCHLEY RECALLS BOAST OF JUDGE THAYER

T he a llitla \'i t of Hohe r t B('IH'hl.,v o f LI..,: follows :
"My nalll e is HolH:r t Ilen l'hley. ' I res ide in th e ci ty of l'ew York , 1 am drama lic

editor uf 1.11'1: , I was broll gh t up in lh e ('i ly of " ' orees te r, 1\ lass., and am 1I1'qu ainl "d
wilh Iw,ny people th ere, utIt ers with Mr. Lo ri ng COl'S, with whom I hllvc be('u
un friendly terms for lIian y yea rs .

" In the yell r I!I:!I, dur in /{ th e t r illl of Sacco nn,l hefore " ' ehst" r
T haye r in the :;u perior Cuu rt a l De :lhl1ll1, rs . Belwh ley and I were visiting r. alld
1\lrs , Lo r illJ{ C Ot'S ill \ \'0 1'(',,:;1,,1', Vurill l{ Ihi s visil , uu a day whi ,'h I th illk IIiUSt Ita ", '

a Sa lu rd ll\' 0 1' SUnd ll\ ', I was si ll in /{ in I1n au lomohil e wit h M,·s . Bo:ud,ler a nd
1\lrs , Cue s ou tsi lle tlH' \\'m·;', 'sle r (jolt' Clu h wlliting for ;\I r, COl'S to COllle ou t . ' \\, hell
1\1 1'. Coes ('a nle ou t a nd got iu to lhe aut on,ohil c he lold us wha t .JIIllge Thay er, who
wa s in Ihe duh, ha d just sa id in h is p resen ce and in the presen ee of seve ra l oth el's
ubout SaC('u aud Yam.dli .

"The ae eounl bv r. C Ol'S of l Ites e r emarks of .Ju,l/{e 'I'h'1\'l' r iliad.. a vil ' id im-
press ion upon IllY (lliud, iIIld I "" III('llIhe r t.hem wilh ellnsider:;hl.. di slinctness, "I r.
Coe s lold n le lha t .J IIIIg'e Thayer. whom he ref e rred 10 as '''' ell: had j us t hl'l'n tel lillg
what he (.1udg.' 'I'h llye ,' ) inll'lu1(>11 to do to S :UTO and \' a nzeU i, WhOll1 .1udg., Thayer
I'l' fc r rl'd 10 as ' Ihose baslal'ds down th ere,' Mr. Coes sllid that ,1udge Th aye r Jllld
r(' ferred 10 SII(" 'U IInti \ · lIn1.el ti as Bulsh evi ld, who were 'tryi ng to in li uJida te h illl' anll
had suid Ihllt 'h e wOllld got'! them good :md proper.'

""II'. COt'S said tItat Judge Thaye r had told him nlll l the other me n t1wt a ' Im n('h
o f parlor radicals were tryill /{ to f!el these g uys off and t ryin g 10 hl'ing pressure to
hell r Oil the belleh,' and Ihat he -wo uld show lhem a nd would get these j:UYS han ged,'
lind th a t he ( ,Judge Thayer) 'wuuld a lso l ike to hang a few doten of the radi(·a ls.'
M 1', Coes sa id lh at J ullgc T hllye r ndded th nt 'no Bolshe\' iki cou ld intimidllte " \Vd,"

a llli t hllt he added ill s ubstunce thut Wu rces ter wuuld Ix: p ruud uf huvin g suc h
u dt:fend er /IS Judge Thayer.
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"I am lnformed and believe and therefore allege .Ula t Mr. CO<'s has within R few
d ay s been n'llucstt.-d by 'l' hOllipSOIl, counsel for a'1I1 .\ ·anzeU i, to ma ke lI/l
affidav it as to the rem arks 0: JU dh'C Thay er which 1 buve ml:nltolled lind has refused
to do so on the g ro uud tha t. It is dirtic ult for him to relllcmha wha t ha pp('lIl'd so long
ago, a lld t ha t he is til m ake the e tf'ort ltel'a use 'l' haye r is a ll old
l r it' lld of himself und his f;l1lnly. 1 a m also und :11111 th erefore
t ha I ill Ud"uer. l !l:!ti. wus thrown f'ro ru IllS ho rse lind sus taincd 111I inj ul'y
f rom wh ich he has nut yet entIrely r-ecovered."

•
NEWSPAPER WOMAN TELLS OF JUDGE'S PREJUDICE

T he a tlida vit of Eli w bo'th lIernkopf, a rep o rt e r :
name is Elizahelh H. 1I('rnkopf ; I am marr ied and live a t my horne in Bos lon,

"I n 1!J:!:j and the early part o f I wus a re p0rt,' r for Ih" In l....na l ional N r-ws
Ser\'il'e and in this connection 1 covered the hearings on the 11101 ions for a new trial
in lhe cnses uf Conuuonweulth vs . Succo an d Ya nt l'l t i, which, liS I rec all , lus ted for
se \'eral weeks, and also sume of the h ea r ings reln t ing tu SUCl'O'S sunit v,

"I n go ing to D edham 10 report t hese heu rings J Invurl nlrly look' t he t rn in in Ihe
mo rn ing' \,\' ith o ther at the B a('k Bay S ta tion, 'l:he 01h(,I' rcpurtc ....; 11I,'n
a ud till ot Ule!n wuuld go In to the smoking t'a r. .1ud!!t' \\ ,'hs!t' r Th ayer, who p l't's id,'d
al t hes e heurings, would tuke the S I1 I111: train a s th e r"pu,·tl'l's 1'1'011I 1I11' lIa l'k Ila\'
S I:ltiO Il a nI} ge lle l:ally rue if he m ight s it w it h lII e,. h.t' fl" "l'll'nlly d id , A ft,:r
IIl1s ha ppened a tell' t unes .1uclge I'hu ver woul d o f ten J' lIn lilt' nl t hI: 51a lion ),, '1'0 1'1' Ihe
I rn in a r rived, cond uct me to II VUCU/I't scat , and we would r ide lU!J;l'lhel' helweeu lh,'
Bllo'k Bay S tution a nd Dedl uun, Onc c, 0 11 h is own in iliut ivt', he I' rl'seu!t-d lIle \ il h 1111
u llt og l'aphed p id u re uf himsel f.

" ,Judlfe Thaye r a deal about t he 511e1'0- "IIS0'S , .J ud ge T hllY" I"s
co ,wel'sut wn uw ut th e Saeco- \ IIntd ti cases was wholly VOIUUt lll'Y uu hi.- pllr l us I \\'a s
(,lll·,' fu l to say noth ing hy WilY o f lillest iuu 01 ' co nulaent to e\'uke s lleh U di scussion. I
.,o u ld uu t. however, de ('line to lis t eu w ithout Ill' iug grossly d isco\ll'1"OilS.

" I ..an nu t uow rc":llI t he exu('t lang nage o r the par li eul;; I'S lIlen li uned I" ,
Thayer III ltis d isc lIssiOl. o f Sa "co- \ a nw t li c:lses. Th" sllhsl:l uee of h i., t ;oIk \\,,; S,
hll\\'e , e r, /{";lerally ti ll' S:llne, uall'ely: Ihat he cOllld nol he inti, "idaled hI ' :In\ 'ho d\, o r
IInyt hiug"; th at the llcf,'n se wllIlltl find tha t ('otdd not hoooiwink hi,n ; Ih l't uoi"" i\ '
('ould 'put anyt hing over un hilll' ; t hat he rep resen ted the integrity of lhe ('ullr ls ,; f
J\Iassa t'hm:etls a nd would see : u il I h a t Ihn l illt e;.rrity was lIl/lilllll illt'd; t hu t he di s-
trusted a nd h:ld no syll,pathy for ki lld uf p"ople who were sIIPp'))'1 lhe de fl'u ,';'
finlln cially alld otherwise; that he dislikcd und wus slls pid" IlS of A llol'lley .\ Iuo r,'. WhUl1I
Ill' genen Illy refened tu as 't hat long -h a ired unarc1ust.' .
. ': .\ltorncy was freq,uently Ihe s uhj,,(,t of h is rlisrnssions lind he preseull'''
IllS \'Iews III laug"uuge to the e lleel that he regur tled Moo re lIud h illls"lf as anl ag'Jl1isl s
in t hese cases. Judge T hayer in \'ar ia h ly slu te d in subst unce that if 1\luore t1,ou glil t haI
he cuuld ou twit t he co ur ts of Ma ss a d msells he was b'oing to s,' ,: 10 il Ihat ' ,\ I. ,o re

,h s illusi (lued a ud tha t perha ps , t'o uld su. '('essfll lly pl ay Ihat gaul " in
Call1o rn la, bllt tha t he wOllld find th a t III :'I l a ssaehuse lls it Was 1111 ,'n til'd\' di ll'e l'l' l,l
Illal l er. Il l' ( .Jlldgl' T haye r ) d id not prop"se to al low the 1\lassa dlll sl'lls (',;u l'ls 10 I...
imposed upon by 1\Ioore, no tricks wou1,1 deceil'e h illl and no th reats wOllld ill-
tilllida te hilll .

T he only v iewpoint whkh he ever a p ressed on th e motions pend ing hefore h iln
was lh a t he was t he g lHlrd ian o f t he in teg rit y of t he admini stration of ,iustil'e in ;\I" s,;-
aehusetls a nd tha t he would p rotect t hi s if a ny assa ults we re made ulllln it
by M(){)r e. 'thal lung-h a ir ed an archist frum Cali fu rnia.'
" I Ie th at if ( uleun ing defenda nts and the ir a Uo l'lleys ) a l' pe a lt'll

fron l IllS dee lslOns to lIle Sup rem e ,JudlCl1Il Co u r t th ey would sec how fa I' Ihey
wuu ld get.'

"The ahov e s ta t l"lIlents n're trlle t o th.. hes t o f Illy knowled gc a nd helie f.". . . . ..
BEFFEL OF JUDGE THAYER'S ANTAGONISM

T he a llidu \'it of John l' icholas B eITel, anot her rcpo rt e r :
nllme is J ohn :'\ ieholas BelTd. 1 IIIll 1I0W a resilient o f :,,'w Yo rk Cil\, . In

1921 I r es ided in Boston. Muss" a nd in 1\Iay, .J un e a nd .Jui\' o f lI rat vea l' I li t I" ndo'd
th e trial of , N icola SlI('('o anti Bllrlololllt.'O \'unze tti ut VcJhalll in t;ly Ul>

correslJondent for the l"ederated Press.
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"On or abou t the fO,ur t h morn ing of th e trial :\tarqu is A , F errante, H oli an cons u l
at Boston , was p res ent 10 Cllllrt a !' a spectator, At th e close of tha t session I ta lked
with hin). I Ie as ked Ille to ta ke down a brief statement which he wished to g ive out
to the p ress, and requesteu Ille to pa ss it on to a ll t he r epo r te rs, T he stu teu ient
was this :

" 'The It al ian a u thor i ti es arc deeply in te res t ed in the ca se of Sacco an d V unzel t l,
ond t his trial will be clo sely followed hv them, They have complete co nfidence that
th e tr ial will be cllnd llct " d , solcl y as a proceeding, with out refe ren ce to the
pul il it-aJ ur :)l h ":- d (,d ie ! uJ all ..v CHIe in \'uh"l, "tl. ' ;'

nfte rW:! ,., 1 I t y p ed th is st nt euu-nt, making sevc ru l carhon copies.
T hen I walked uow n 10 the f l('dh :'IlI Lnn nn tl vrr t e rerl t he p ri va te d in ing 1'00111 in \\ hie h
.l udgc Th ay,' r a nd the rt' pllrters u sua lly a te th eir lunches, I Silt dow n with severnl IIf
t he othe r newspa per m,'l1 .md th O'III rupi ..s o f li lt' con su l's u tte ranc e. J ud ue
'I'ha vcr wus sit Un/( in IInll l he r c'o r n e r of t he 1'0011 1, lit hi s own ta hl.., <>

"'\\, I1I'n t he jlldge go t up to l e a ve the room .lack Engli sh of thr Bos ton Ameri can
showed him :\l ar<lui s «'ena lltc's state ment and asked him what he tho ng ht of it. .l ud ge
Thnver ma de a ges t llre o f an ge r , ' \ r h\',' he sa id , 't hat fe llow c.une clea r out to n rv
hOln'e in Worcester and a s sured rue th e Italia n Go vernmen t had no int erest iiI
this ease,'

"T'h is wn s uttered in the pre sence of sr-vr-rul newsp ape r men, incl ud ing ,Izu-k
En/.(Iish , Fran k 1', Si bley o f t he B ost on G lobe, ,Jad , H urd ing of the Assoc iated I
and, I think. Cha rl es Folsom of the Boston Hernld .

"Oth er qu estions were then a s ked by the repo rt ers, One of t he ques tions had 10
do wit h Fred I I. Moo re of couns e l for th e defense, Men ti on of ;\Ioo re's nro user!
s igns of hostili t y f rom Jud ge 'I'h n yer, (T his was on the day when the s pec ia l \'cni re
of I1i ext l'll talesmen had heen g a the red in, :md a ll 1llOI'nin g Ihe defellse had s l l'('n-
1I01lsi v opposed t hc use any o f lI", se l al eslli a n as j urors, on t he gl'Ound Ihat till':>
had I...en sUlllmOlwd no t 11 ''''11 the hi gh ways nnd hyways as re lJu ired by law, hut fron l

s lld l as n l\ I asonie llicet ill/.( , )
" Il d e l'r in/.( to A!l o rn e )' ;\\ OOI ' C ' S ohject ions to his sIH:d a l \,('n ire, ,Iu dge Tha\'e r said,

'A nd what clo you sup \,ose tha t f ellow wanted Iue to as l, those venirelllen" ' :,\re \ ' 011

o m"!lIb er o f a lahor uniun " A re yo u opposed to , union la ho r ? A re you a uleillbe l: or
It secret hucicl\'t "

" The mad e ano t her ges t u re uf an ger and went on , a(ldressiil g the f\l'wspa \,e r-
men in ge ne ro l : 'Did yuu evc r a ca se in whidl so llIa ny leaflets a nd cirl'lJla rs ha\'e
heen sp read hroad east say ing th a t p eople eou ld n' t get a fa ir t r ial in the State o f l\lass-
Dehusell s ,,"

"TI\('re was no mislaking' that T ha\','r was t ho rol1!!hl \, nll"I'\', H is reularks
\\ ere ulte"d in a hi gh vo ice an d hi s faco' wa:. ." " ,

" I Ie: WIIS now ncar the doo rway lead ing ou t in to t he ha ll of the inn, ,\ I t his
poin t I siel':led fo rwnrd " 1\(1 t'J'ied to explain 10 him that I had th e ot he r re-
po l'le rs Cun"ul I' e l ra nle's s l,tlcl,"enl at the Con sul's exp r ,'ss r"I(I\('st I',ut th e jud /(c
wOllld nut list en 10 IllY ex p la naloon, I Ie h r ush"d 11I0' as ide, a nd as h,' tn r ned 10 It'a \'e
the 1'00111 he shook hi._ fis t a nd sa iel to t he other news\,apen n 'n : ' YOHI wa it till I " ive
Illy cha l').('" 10 the jll l'y, I ' II ·e ll•.' <>

1IIII IIed ia lcIy a It,,,, ,Ju d ge Th a ye r le ft t hl'l'e was a ('on sult a tion aIl IOiH! t he I'CW;;-
paperlilell as to whal th ey ought to \\T ite ahollt the illl'id,'u i. T his las ted
IIl1til we we re a ll hack ill th e ('Ull r t"oO II1 , J la rdill /! of Ihe Press IOllked Upllll
t he ""I'UI'n 'Jl('e ns eOllt l'l)\,c'rsi:d III:rtt e r, (jll il(: ap'I I't frolll Ih" ill\'\)I\ ',:l i in th e
trinl, a lld the policy o f his oq,(lIn i:t.alio ll was 10 keep d eal' o f ,'o lli rover s ies, Si hley u f
t he Bostoll lilohe W it S o f Iille opinion, Illld sa id , "Let' s a ll ag ree thaI we wun 't sa \'
Itll)'th illg ah out i1.' T his w as agl'c,," 10, a nd 1I0lle o f till ' lIewsp ap ers no r press ass( ;'
t'iatiolls Illelltiolled t he It hns lIever yet heell lIIade p uloli!:.

"Oil .I uly la , I!J:! I. the d lly t ha t on lI'hil 'h ,I udgo' Thayer was to do'liver his
('ha r /.(,' t u t he j llry. I,,: /.(:I \'(: Oll t tw o ad \'a IH'" eo p ies o r t hat ('II,,,'/.(('-one to ,1 :It'k
Il a l'd illg of t he A sso('ia ted I' ress nnd ,I II C to a Bos toll T ranseril't I" 'po r k r, :\ t t he
C'"lrt's reljll ('st, I la rding IIgreed to lua ke a o f the charge nnd 10 give out co p ies
of the dl l!".st 10 nil 0 11.. ·1' newiOlHlpe rllll'n,
, ":\u t Ih,' "" ll l'l's "harge as "" Ih cl'c d to t he jury diff('red frill !' Ihe :Hlv:IIIl'e ('opy

1l'1\'('1I 10 1111: nc \\'Spn llt' I'IIIl'II, ill t hat s':\'I:r a l w"re om illed, Olle IIf t he
o illil l l''' pns."a /.(, s ('nile" 1I1 ,on tl u: j u ro rs to 'seo'k ,'ollra l!e in YUlir dl'lihera t ion su ('h liS
wa s typ iliud hy t il(' :\ nh' I' i('nll so ldit' r It:; Ill' fou /.(ht ,ull i ga \'e up his life 0 11 t he
but tl c lieltls of F runce.' The other umit te d paragrap hs were kinured ill :;ubs ta nee,
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"Rolh the n oslon Even in;:: G lohc of .T uly H , 1!l21.. and n,IC "",ork Tilll('!> of
l\ f llowirur d uv (:l-st a r ,', Iilion, \, lI"C 6, ('(,ltulIlI 2) III th eir OI,lt-

T h;lye r 'S ,'harge the adlllou il ion conce rmug th e Amer icun sohhe r
boy in F ra llce, , "

":\I any t imcs dudng the selec ti o n of j uro rs ill \ nnzet It l,rI,a,l. 1 hl'a,r.d
.l ur] 'I'hnve r alldrcss th e tal eslll n wit h regard the o f Aml ,rll nn s,.ld " r

I , /!C, 1"r"' I,ce ' Il l' exho rted the lll to 're ll(le r tlus serv rcc her.. , , , WIth thr- sa llie
' 0\ s m ' , I '1" I I I " 1 's pi ri t of patriotislll, ('ou rngc a nd devot ion to d u ty as WIIS 1" , 1I 11 t,,( ,you r so ( \t'r

O S th e "I"iS ' And f1'("I' 11'11 t lv 'III mv hC'l r in ", he rr-mu.. ll'd th e Inles nu-n of thencr s • '. , ,' . . r- , G "
bless ings of Govc rntU" l1 t' ami u rged them to be loyal to thei r .O\'el'llmcn l.

•
SIBLEY TELLS OF REQUEST JUDGE MADE OF THE PRESS
T he nffidavit o f Frank P, Sibley, who rep.. rted the t ri al for t he Bos ton G lobe,

full 'lws:
name is F'r nnk P , Sihlev IItHI 1 res jde in I jost on, Mass, 1 am, nnd for IIHl!l\'

yea r s ,, ;,,'c been. a reptlr te r for II;e Bo ston G lohe, ..ne of 1I11' da ily l1" W"pal1l'l'S
ill Bo,,,ton , I n 19:!I I wa s IIssi!!ned to cove r th e tr ial or Ihc .. f C.IIIIIII 011 \\'t'" llh
vs Succo and \ ' lInzc tl i. I wa s 'in a t t en dance nt Ik o1hnl11 " \'t'I' y dn y dul'in J.( th,' t r inl of
th ese cases a nd repo r ted th e procccd ings fo r t he dnily paper whk-h I n -prr-scut .. 1.

"The reporter," who lI11ended the tr inl, ind lld in/.( mysel f, IIsun11,\ ' hnd lun ch
thc noon rec ess at t he Dedh an: 11111. nnd .ludgc \\' ehs tl'1' 'I'hnyt -r , who p l'esi,ko1 III the
tr ia l, ge ne r,ll ly had lunch a t t he SIIIIIl' p lace, :1 lll,lj.!e , TIIlIYt;r would illdl e
on e o f th e repor te rs to ha ve IlIlIdl wi lh h illl a lld If th e 1I1\'I Ial lllll \\:as Ihe
occa sion was ma rke,l. a s I know of nl\' own knowled/.(e and 111'011 II1rOrmatlon IIlId
belief, by COl11men t un th e pa r t of .h lllge T hay er ahout t he t r ia l a IHI its

"I t a lso o rten happcued tha t ,J u d g!' T hnye r would walk wllh Olle or 1111ll'C of the
repor ters fr olll the Ik dh',lIn Inn to the ,'oll r thtluse, a nd tu Iny , own kllowkllj.,rc ,a,III1
upon ill fo rma ti on :lIId hel ll,f wOllld COllllllen t upon th e case su('h wal ks, I he
reporters di d not seek t hese in te rvi ews an d, in fad. sOIlj.!h t to avo..1 th el11 , , '

"Another subject f re(l'll,nll y d isc ussed hy ,I ud !!!' Thayer on these ()('eaSlOns wa s IllS
con duct o f fo r lller t rial s :11111 ,'olll l'l il llenl s which he had rcceived , I ea nnot 11Il'\' n 'ca ll
all of th e s tatelllents made hy ,Jud g c Thayer to lIle e,)IH'erni nj.! Ihi s case, hu l sho r tly
nfter t he t ri a l I embod ied SOIllC tlf t he"e rellia rks in a Id lel' to ,I. ' ' ' es ton Allen , the
Attorney-Gen cral , to whic h I received no reply, I hav e not ke p t a copy o r this letl er,

"Dur ing th e ea rl y sta ges of t he tdal when the tal esmen wl'r e heinf! esn mi ued IIn,l
during one o f th e wa lks I'1'0 III t he D edhalll Inn to the eOllrthouse, ,I \l(1 /.(e Thnyer pro-
ceeded to di sellss Attorney :\Ioo rc. 0111' of t he law yers representill J(' the defendant S,/II'('U,
This sllhjed see med to excite him mill, amon/.( olher rell lltrks, he exd a lllll'd,
'I'll show them tlw t 'no l'lll g-hnired a narch ist from Ca lirorn ia ('nn 1'1 111 th is cou rt.'
During t he progress o f Ihe tr ial he freq ue n tly referred to Ihe ('ollnsel fo r th e ddo'nse
liS ' th ose da mned fool s.' On sevem l occasions he sa id, 'J ust wait un til th ey h,'a r IllY
charge.'

"On on e occas ion ,l ll<lge Tha yer a pprnn ..herl Ih e tnhle a t which th e reporters were
ha ving lunch a nd ma de the follow ing st nt c lIlell t: 'I t hi nk I Illn ent it led to hn\'e II sl llle-
ment prin tcd in t he 13oston pnpel's th at this trial is bein g couducted in a fa ir aud
il1lp a r ti a l manner.'

"This declara tion ca used eon si tl e rahle cm hnr ra ssrnent 10 IIIvsel f amI to the olhe r
reporters, 1\0 on e an swerer! ,I udge Thllyer, li e t h,' n turned to lIIe with the renwr!"
'S ibley, you' re the oldest. Wh a t do you think ?'

"I replied, 'Your honor, I have seen anything lik e il.'
"" ud ge Thnyer th en walked away 1'1'0111 the tahle,
"On another occasion, n ('o" ferc lIl'(' hetween the jUllge lIlul nllorneys wa s ahout to

he g-irl at the lJell eh lind I s la r led 10 I<-av e Ihe ('Olll't roolll, pass ing ralher dose til Ihe
hench as I d id so, A ,stenog raphe r was j ust at th at time 1II0ving a roulld wit h his hook
nnd pencil to take notes a t t he hene h lind J udg'e Thayel' turned sha r ply to th e s te ulIl,(-
r apher a nd :;lIid in a IlIw vvi('e. ' Yo u get th e hell out of here.'

"During t he cross-exa llliuation of Sael'o. J utlge T haye r, to :11I ohj l'l'lion hy M1',
l\IeAna rn ey, sa id 'Arc you go ing to cla illl t ha t yo ur cli ent, in Ihi s lit e ralure.
was ac ting in t he interest of t he l: nited Slales ?' Th is statellll'nl ('omi n/.( from Ihc
bench seemed so rellla rk ahle in view of Sacco's testimony that I used it in Illy next
morning's story of t he day's tria l.
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In addition to Ihe affidav its the r e s ho ul11 be conside re d the un solk-itcd le t ter o f
Prof, L. 1'. HICIIA/lUSIlN of J)a r lrnouth Co llege to Governo r Fuller in which Pro f.
Hidra rd son snp ; 1IH11 he knows of his o wn pe rsonal knowledge thrnujrh co nve rsn l ions
wi t h ,fud !!"c 'I 'hnyer (a Da rtmouth g ra1lu ate) tha t the judge views Sacco a nd V unzct t i
wit h "lIhhurrCJlI·e."

••

[19 ]

The weight of th ese combined doeu lIl en ls is so g re a t Ihlll .,gh iful und
I . '1ere must re volt at the p ro.spect of \ \ \ ' 0 nu-n h"lIl !! k,II,·,1 hy Ih,' ,II'III.tl

Ill"I,P I' \\,' Ire \\.'hose mi nd has Iwen dL-dosed 10 he so full o f vici ou s pn',jud i.....
tin c r 0 liS. "' g _. I" I ' I " fI ' II
,J IIl I re Thayer, in passin g sentence 011 Sncco a lld VUllzel " , SUIl : us . H' laS ,so .' ,
. 11;1 f tl 'It lie is solely Ihe se n 'u n t of Ihe 11IW ulld th .•l he lIlusl do liS th, l. l\\snI( )C orc, }"

cOJllmands. .. ,.
In a specific insta nce th at lIIay be nJl ri p;ht. hHt ns n !!"I'ncrll l p rm t'lple ,t,

. II'" . I ' I The doc tr ine thn l ours is " a go\'c r nnH'n t of law s und nol of Ill' nf.1 .'ClOUS . \1]( e\ I. . I fl ' I \ II ' " i'lli' ll· II ' I ent on wh ich ' udp;e Th·, vcr's t vp c of nUll' onns / re 11 S( , .IS Ie nourl S lin . . , . • . t I II ',' notof ours not mun-Illude ? Arc th ey lliv ine ? An(J. lJIorc ullpor Ull. • urc H. .
· t I I ci ldmin iste red bv men ' FSJ)ecinllv a rc th ese ljut:s llllns 10 l' tIIntIJ1 erpre el an I . . ' J . '." I' '1' \ ' _, is· " · ..·1 et ls und in t his euse wh ere the p res ullllg ,1uc,.:e 111 a ,·ap' .\ (lIS( . .
111 "" ."'ac ill S I . t I ' s lis('hceked up on the fa els !lY no court o.f a ppeals . A go\'e r lllllen ,s grea 011 II.
le aders a re grent- grea t III heart 11 1111 II1tell ect.

Is Ihere anvone who will sa y, afte r the to V al17.dli's
• f f ' I I t tl · Irw l of Sacl'o 11 11I1plea, th a t Judge Thuyer's mind was capable 0 a , r j' co n' lie mg 'e

\" a nzet ti ? .. ' " . , '.. h
The fina l ami fund amenta l are, .." ,II l\[ IISSIlt lind Arlit r ll. 1 c
t t t I \'e III'IS t r l"11 sl and as a slI lll lJ)e of th is eounln"s eOllrl p ro,·(·d ll re. lIneleon en 0 HI , •• • , '. ., . 'I ' f 1 d re' II e conr l s \'s le m so Ihllt it ("a llnot w,lhst and anolhcr I rlll! \\ ' " , U J,: .

a nd lI;e prosecuting omcers a r c ri gh t, will s illlply l'in dit:ale Ihe Hnd lllgs of Ihe
orig inal trial ?" . I hu l

S I \' U' usk on l.v for ,ill l'l ke. The\" II rc l'ugc r fur allolher I r ill ,.. ac('o a ll f a n7...f" I .. 'I '1'1 I II ' "
fa iling th at, th ey want Il fnll puhlie inv('sli l!atiO!l u.f I Ie , lI'Y, 111\ ,. no 11II P;

I . ca l Tht,\" do lIul want sta r ehamher ,1l1 "t I('e or sLLr (hll ll,her clIIl\' id iOll.
' I 'O lll' ,. . -. . I I I '1'1 ' ,,[ '1 1'1 'I'O'Il'h,Ju s l icc, in fad, docs no t normally I!"uw \l('hllld "us," ,oors.. .'" nutr, s _ ., ,' "
tu per fe,·t human jusl ie" ('Ollll'S o rdin a ril y Ihrou l!h 0IH'lI lln"s l ,on II ,' I! a lii I 0 l:,n I ross-

Sud,' Il course in thi s "IIS<" in and 0111 or wh:ol :-; 111"'11 ulld
liesirc. 1\ 1111 wilh Ihem in Ihis desire arc III ill ions of lIIdl\'ldual s throughout

t he world .

Th a •• ix affilwrt·it s in. th e hnnds Of G OT'f'rno, r pI/TIrr .•t rip Tl/ll!lrr
r 71 qht t il/llI/t'di,,1 r "'11111I/'011 or II''''{ 10 I" .•d ecency a lld j 'l-.tice. Ity Oil. . 0 for(' I" .' 7'IIII y T all (l 1'Olltill,' Pilate

{ . ta('hme"t. A cOmpuTt«oll b tsce II I I' /I,.le r!peel II "I/p . f "
is all' ill th e latter'S avor. .. .

t 19 words of 1'111: hu t t he v a re j usl ified II\" the evidence.These a r e S ro t . , A T ION , • I '1'1 t ' t 'l ' f' . '1' in. I lit IC·I.st th e cnse ha s b understate< . III IS 1 rr ( I Clll
In one part icu ar'l II 10' tl'le I tulian '11 'I cent' r I' o's" l ite n a ih' nssoviatc of .l ud geV tt.i own l' l'. 1 erl'rl' c . \ . . • .
anze 1 s , th e rk , lham t rial. Y a nzet t i d ol'S not .tha l hurl

T ha,yer nurm
g
t the Suffolk Count " COll r t l-lou sc in Bost on III hi s ca pa vity ns It ahandenied access 0 . • ,

interpreter because of Ius utt e r lIn rcl iabili t
This ba n was pl acL,,1 upon ar-tlvlt ics in th e fi ,lsl on l'our.t , hou se. some lime

. I D 11 '111 t r ial a nd was well known to ev c ry one fumil iu r with Suffolkhr-f'o re I ie er hi . • , . , I' I I k . f 'lCuunt v lcc nl an·airS . It seems mered ihlc t hnt J ud gc I r '" 110 now 0 I .

- , e- tl n f human interest such as mo st n,'\\'sl'"pe rs nrc ,;0 I'a c;cr
/' \"I·n, III(", "t,r 'I'lt in l i,i" ease) IJ'"" ,\, ho v horn during th e Detiham Irial,In p ll , IS 1 111 ' . L ' .. t ( •

wa s named by his p rou d falhe r, \ \ ebsle r T haye r Ro ss.

••

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
Tn a n edilorial entitled , "J udge 1'hayer Reveal ed," TilE N ATION of !\Iay 18,

/ilales in p urt :
Bt .er aince th e condction of Sacco and V C/nzetti in Dedham, ]\[cr ••••achll.•etl .•, .•i.r.

JI""rs " f/ o, there hII've been dis turbing storios in circ llu, ticm in re!la rd to /h e bio .•ed
lind i."lIl'TfJper conduct of J 1UI!Je Th flfl or, w ho presid ed lIt Ih e t ri"l. Mo.•t
of th eso stories we ro to ld IJrivtll ely by of n o.•ton new.•papen i ll "t/ ellt/mlre
I/t the who had nil 1/."0 fu r /h e defenda nts or thei r belief.• bllt w ero
lI/11azod, "ud in smile disfllUfled , by th l' jwlgo's ani l/m,.. A lit lie of thi.•
j ," /id ol p"r/isllll .•hip is fo be f Olllul in th e recoTfI of t he cUJ<e, bu t f or th e 1II""t pllrt
il clnl .•iJ<led in wort/s and (lct s of the t ri al judge when not on t he be llch. Th e 8"1'1'0-
" ftllze ff i defens(j has been we ll oUJare o f this contluct, but has not dared to .•tress it
becou so llnder the judicial p roce,luTe of Ma ssach"J<elts .Ju d fle Th"yer
l1racticaU!I the court of appeals which r er'iet 's his own aets, lInd the cmm .•el for Ihe
d"fense did not wish f urther to excite h ia host ili ty while p ra.yi ng to him f ur a 1le,O
trull.

1\'010 Owt Ihe ca.•e ;" finaUy ont of J udge T hayer' a hands, II1X affida"l'ita hm 'e "e en
obt"ined , 011.'1 olle of which sho llid be ,.,ttfficient to e,.toMi,.h his Taken
l"fleth er /h e.11 b/" st complete ly his reputation a jlllige and a 111a71.. the!l .•hrit·pl him
illto a con /t' lI/pt iIJle 7IIi..,ture of ,'an it,II a nd vul ya ";t!/ w ho teas 1LOt on ly fluilt!l of
!lTOs,.I!I 1lIlj,"firi,,1 condud Imt who sei zed what ums pr ob" bly his fir .•t ,cidel!I r el'ort p,l
tTi,,1 to cllr ry }Jllblic fa vor b.'1 panderillg to th e worst mob in .•tillc ls Ihen l,revaltm l,

'1'I1fl "ffit/m'ils ar ll cmlt" ined in a s l"telll llllt slIl,miffed to Governor P" lIer of
il/ " .•.."r1I11 .• ell .• ill "lJhalf of Vanzelli. S"ao (lid not sifln til l! .•tlt/emel/t. {)epre.•.•cd
,1/,,1 "roken in "pirit 1',11 yoars of pri.«m and lln.•uccessful 01'p oal, Socco
I" u'allt 10 dio; ho aIIlFO.,t courts t1wrtyr ,}om and a!J.•olute IH re fll .•e,. to for m crcy.
V,," zelli eq ,w ll,1J "et "!foin.•t any plea. f or rIlnc.'l but dem"nd•• .ill-'lire, J' " n-
zo/ Ii, iI/ /d" O1e'n part of th e atat ement , bril/fls out some dam"ging el·idellce a!l(lill.•t
J udge Th"yer :

"Thc Di st r ict A ttorney used liS a n Ha linn in te rpreter a mli n n amen Ross ,
who is now a scn lence in the I-Io llse of Cor rection for ha\'i ll J,:" a ltemplcd
to sell 10 i,.:nora nt people his supposed infi llent'e wi th jurl ft'es . Y ou will find
Ihnt ollr lIl \\' \'e r seve rn l li mes ob j ected to Hoss' s t ra ns lations of ou r eross-
cxnmintllion, • and at one time h ad to gel: anothe r Itali an interp reter
to protect us .

Ross, who was in close rel nt ion w ith the D istrict A ttorney, took .Turlge
ThRyer to and from DedhRrn in his automobile almost every day d ur ing the
tr ial. "'hRt he sain to J udge T hayer we do not know ; but as the affidavits
show be\"ond a do ubt that .Tudge ThRyer was in the ha h it of talkin!!" ahout
us and our ca se oulsine of court, and a llowing othe r people to talk to him
nhout it, and as Ross was e\"ldently doing wha t he cou ld to hel p the Dist rk t
A Itorne", you will exCllS liS fo r h a \'i ng g reat fea rs as to what he said t o
J Udge 'i' hn)'e r on those a u lolllobile r ides." • • •
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th e next morning I received word that ,Tud ge ThAyer desi red to
1<1'1' III I' in . chnmhcrs I went in ln hi s room. lie opened by refe r ring to the s ta te-
ment atl r ihn lcd . I,., Ilfm, m Illy story in regard to Sacco's gathering l ite ra l u r e for the
hen eflt of t he L nit erl Sta t es. H e s ta t e d that he had made no such remark ami sa id
he had ver-i fied this by se nd ing for II transcript of h is rema rks.

"The Illlcslion whic h I had prinled i n mv sto rv did not a p pea r o n th e typewr itt en
sheet. I told '.lim that hear ing might ha;e played me fa lse a nrl a bo u ]. 10
as k ,Iud ;!" 1haycr If he desired a Tetraction when the ba iliff cnte rer l, announced the
a rr ival of 11.1' jury and .1 ThaYer departed.

"On cons ult ing the act ua l rec()rd of th e ca se T found Iha t ,Jurlge Thaye r had
ask ed Ihi s ' lues l ion not once, hut man y times, in the p r..esence of the .iIIr)· .

"The arc . Irue to my pe rs ona l kn owled ge except su ch as are
bused upon information a nd belief and those I believ e to be t rue,"
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